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Shuttle flyover at 1,500 feet has 
everybody saying, ‘Holy Cow!’

The NASA Space Shuttle ‘Endeavour’ flew directly over Cannery Row (upper
left), the Highway 68 hill (left) and Carmel Beach (above) Friday on its way to
retirement at a Los Angeles museum, leaving jaws agape as it seemed almost
close enough to touch. “I heard it was coming, but I couldn’t believe my eyes
when it flew right over the beach,” said Madge Turner of St. Petersburg, Fla.,
who was in town for a quick visit. “Even the dogs were stunned.”

Battle brewing 
over beach trees

By MARY SCHLEY

DEPENDING ON the moment in history, the sand
dunes at the north end of Carmel Beach were mostly barren
of trees or thick with Monterey cypress and pines. A group of
residents led by Niels Reimers asked the forest and beach
commission this month to get rid of most of the trees in the
area in order to restore the dunes to one version of their
native state, but defenders of the trees argued they should
stay, city forester Mike Branson reported this week.

Forest and beach commission chairman Tom Leverone put
the matter on the Sept. 6 agenda after receiving letters from
Reimers and other residents, and more discussion is to come.

In a July letter, they specifically asked the city to remove
recently planted cypress trees “that in a few short years will
form a dark green wall blocking the view of the Pacific
Ocean and Pescadero Point” from the street.

Branson said the Friends of Carmel Forest planted the
trees, which had replaced those that had died, with the coop-
eration of the city.

Which plan wins?
Reimers also noted the California Coastal Act requires

protection of “the scenic and visual qualities of coastal
areas.” But does that mean trees ... or no trees?

And in an August letter, he observed, “As late as 1939, an
aerial photograph shows the North Dunes without noticeable
trees.” He went on to point out that trees litter the dunes and
obstruct “the beautiful outlook” to the ocean and the coast-
line.

Reimers argued the city should follow the dune habitat
restoration plan, which is part of the Del Mar Master Plan for
work in the beach area north of Ocean Avenue and contains
botanist Jean Ferreira’s recommendations that planted
Monterey pines and cypress not be allowed to proliferate.

“The forest and beach commission, planning commission

See FOREIGN DESK page 27A See TREES page 24A

Hoarder’s house boarded up, awaiting new life
By MARY SCHLEY

THE HOUSE at Lincoln and Third was so filled with
trash and possessions that a person had to turn sideways to
walk through it, according to city building official John
Hanson. Dead rats were among the detritus, and the roof had
leaked for so many years that it rotted the floor enough for
the elderly man who lived there, Norbert Kammer, to fall
through it. 

For years, the house had been considered a nuisance, with
former building official Tim Meroney trying everything in

his power to get Kammer to fix the place up. In 2005, the city
council was set to consider declaring it a public nuisance.

“Norbert was a hoarder in the extreme,” said Hanson. The
man’s file was the first item laid on Hanson’s desk when he
became building official in 2006, and the issue was finally
resolved just a few weeks ago, when the house was sold,
emptied of trash and boarded up while the new owner figures
out what to do with it.

“I met with Mr. Kammer, because he had a lot of trash in
front of his house,” Hanson recalled their first encounter six
years ago. Kammer wouldn’t let him inside, but “I could see
into the house and through the kitchen window. His kitchen
was extremely disgusting, and you could only walk through
sideways in the hallways.”

As building official, he was only supposed to be con-
cerned with the exterior, so he asked Kammer to clean up the
garbage and broken tree limbs that cluttered the 6,000-
square-foot lot. A few weeks later, nothing had happened,
and Hanson contacted Adult Protective Services, but

‘I hear something, but 
it sounds like gibberish’
n When you’re on live, there’s 
no telling what will go wrong

By PAUL MILLER
Eighth in a series

TWO WEEKS ago, when I was on MSNBC to talk about
my post-Republican-convention interview with Clint
Eastwood, I made a rookie mistake. I forgot to fix my gaze
on the camera.

Which was weird, because while I was with NBC News in
the 1980s, and even when I was news director at Salinas TV
station KCBA in the early 1990s, I was the producer on hun-
dreds of live television broadcasts.

In other words, the rules were quite familiar to me: When
you’re being interviewed by someone right in front of you,
you never look at the camera, but when you’re being inter-
viewed by someone you can’t see, you always do.

In the darkened studio in Mountain View where I went for
my MSNBC live shot, they even duct-taped a happy-faced
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Will it get fixed up, or will it be bulldozed? This house was red-
tagged as being unsafe to occupy and has been sold.

See HOARDER page 3A


