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By KELLY NIX

A NAVAL Postgraduate School professor with an
impressive career that’s taken her around the world is running
for a seat on the Pacific Grove City Council. 

Casey Lucius, 35, a four-year resident of P.G., would be
quite a change for the coun-
cil, which is now dominated
by men who are at least 20
years older than she is. But
Lucius is using her age as a
selling point.

“I want to provide some
representation for young
families and working peo-
ple,” Lucius told The Pine
Cone, “which I think is a
demographic that is lacking
representation in Pacific
Grove right now.”

Although four P.G. coun-
cil seats will be up for grabs
in November, at least three
incumbents won’t be seeking
the spots. Mayor Carmelita
Garcia is running for county

supervisor, and councilmen Bill Kampe and Dan Miller are
running for mayor. Robert Huitt’s term is also expiring, and
he may be seeking reelection.

Lucius is also promoting her relatively short stay in the
city as a benefit to the council, which is composed of six men
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A wrought-iron railing created by a local artist sparked some
protest but was ultimately approved as part of a redo of the
city hall gardens.

Garden club to overhaul city hall landscaping in memory of Connie Ridder
By MARY SCHLEY

A CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA Garden Club member who
died of cancer last summer will be memorialized by a new gar-
den in front of city hall, the city council decided Tuesday. Her
widower and his friends raised $175,000 for the project, and the
council unanimously voted to OK the revamp of the bedraggled
and decaying grounds — and to contribute up to $25,000 in tax-
payer funds toward the project.

“Last summer, our club lost a valued member, Connie
Ridder, to cancer,” garden club member Sarah Brown told the
council May 1. A few months later, her husband, Tony Ridder,
former chairman of the Knight Ridder publishing company,
approached the club “and expressed a wish to create a garden in
memory of Connie.” 

He asked the club to find a site, and its members decided city
hall was the best candidate, considering the beauty of the build-
ing and the lackluster gardens surrounding it.

See GARDEN page 21A
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Lots of competition for Burnett’s council seat
By MARY SCHLEY

TEN PEOPLE — many of them familiar to those who
frequent city hall — applied to fill the city council vacancy
left by Jason Burnett when he was sworn in as mayor last
month. In cover letters and resumes, they argued why the
mayor and three council members should choose them to
serve the remaining two years of Burnett’s council term.

Those hoping for the appointment — which the council is
next set to discuss at a special meeting at 5 p.m. Tuesday,
May 8 — include Carmel Residents Association members
Kristy Downing and Carolyn Hardy, planning commissioner
Steve Hillyard, former design review board member and
unsuccessful 2008 council candidate Michael LePage, recent
council candidates Tom Leverone and Bob Profeta, former
mayoral candidate Rich Pepe, Carmel Innkeepers
Association head and hotel owner Carrie Theis, retired San
Bernardino County Superior Court Judge Linda Wilde and
travel agent Harrison Shields.

Downing
In her three-page letter, which was accompanied by a six-

page resume that also listed the numerous medical and sci-
entific articles she has authored, Downing, a financial advi-

sor with Smith Barney who holds advanced biochemistry
degrees from the University of Oxford, expressed “intense
interest” in joining the council. She said her “dream was real-
ized” when she moved here permanently with her husband
and three kids in 2005.

Her extensive community involvement in the CRA,
Friends of the Carmel Unified School District, Carmel
Public Library Foundation, Friends of Carmel Forest and
other groups, as well as “the breadth of my awareness of city
concerns,” several of which she went on to list, qualify her
for the job, she argued.

“I enjoy nothing more than being part of a hard-working
and collaborative group, and now that I have the unique
opportunity to see the team I may have a chance to join, I am
compelled to make this application to be appointed to the
council,” she concluded. “I believe that my unique education,
experience, skills and desire to serve make me a very highly
qualified applicant for this position, and I am grateful for
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Water district protest
notices drawing fire

By KELLY NIX

A MAILING sent last week to local property owners
laid out the procedure for objecting to the Monterey
Peninsula Water Management District’s proposed user fee,
leading critics of the fee to complain the district is making it
too difficult to register a protest.

The fee, which would be about $50 a year for a typical
single-family home — but much more for businesses and
apartment buildings — will go into effect unless more than
50 percent of property owners protest it by June 12.

“They have intentionally made it difficult for you to
respond to their proposed tax, which they are calling a ‘fee,’”
says an ad the Monterey County Association of Realtors ran
this week in The Pine Cone and the Monterey County Herald.

To protest the fee, a property owner must write his own
letter and include a protest statement, his name, the street
address or assessor’s parcel number of his property, an origi-
nal signature and “legibly printed” name of the owner who is
submitting the protest. He may also have to prove he owns

Man revived after
45 minutes of CPR

By MARY SCHLEY

OCTOGENARIAN MID-VALLEY resident Jack
Anderson was engaging in his usual Friday-night pastime —
dancing to live jazz with good-looking women in the lounge
at the Highlands Inn — when he collapsed into a chair, his
head lolling back.

“It was Friday the 13th,” said Anderson, who doesn’t
remember much of the ordeal or the several days in the ICU
that followed.

“I was dancing. Fortunately, I had finished the dance
before I collapsed. Apparently I was halfway through a mar-
garita,” he said. “I don’t remember a thing, short of arriving
at the Highlands Inn. I don’t even remember the dance I had

See ROLEX page 12A

See REVIVED page 23A

WOMAN USES FAKE ID TO STEAL $10K ROLEX
By MARY SCHLEY

A WOMAN used a forged driver’s license matching the
name on a stolen credit card to bilk an Ocean Avenue jewel-
er out of a high-priced Rolex in a fraudulent deal that wasn’t
detected until weeks after the transaction took place.

“This occurred back on March 10. A male and female
walked into Fourtane and were making various inquiries
about the watches on hand,” Carmel Police Sgt. Mel Mukai
explained. 

The woman decided on a men’s Rolex Datejust 2, a stain-

less steel watch with white gold accents that retails for
$10,350.

“They went through the proper steps, as far as authenti-
cating the purchaser and calling the bank, and everything
checked out,” Mukai said. “But apparently, the suspect had a

The name and address were real, but the photo was substituted by a
thief who used this driver’s license and a stolen credit card to buy an
expensive watch on Ocean Avenue.

Have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your iPad, laptop, PC or phone. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com




