
By MARY SCHLEY

A SET of rules designed to keep any pollutants
from running into the ocean — and which basically
classify storm water as wastewater — is scheduled for
adoption at a State Water Resources Control Board
meeting in Sacramento March 20. But Monterey
Peninsula cities are condemning the measures as illogi-
cal, poorly written and extremely costly.

“Our objection is to a new definition of rainwater
being ‘waste,’” explained Pacific Grove environmental
programs manager Sarah Hardgrave.

The proposal to be adopted this month includes pro-
visions for granting exceptions to state laws prohibiting
any runoff, trash and pollutants from entering the waters

of 34 designated “areas of special biological signifi-
cance” along the California Coast. More than two dozen
agencies, including the cities of Carmel and Pacific
Grove, Monterey County and the Pebble Beach Co.,
have applied for exceptions to the rules, and the
SWRCB plans to adopt the criteria for such exceptions
at the hearing in Sacramento. But obtaining an excep-
tion would mean meeting onerous conditions.

The stormwater proposal is “basically a very strange
regulatory approach — that we would somehow be able
to stop the water from running down the streets into
Monterey Bay,” said Hardgrave. “In our particular set-
ting, it’s not feasible. We’re on a hill, and we’re on a slab
of bedrock, so we have been objecting to this require-
ment since this all started in 2004, and so have the cities
of Monterey, Carmel, the Pebble Beach Company and
the county.”

The principle requirements in the proposal include a
complete ban on dry-weather runoff into the ocean and
ensuring water that flows to the sea during rainstorms
does not alter “natural water quality.”

But planning officials allege the requirements are

By KELLY NIX

A REALTORS’ group this week vowed to fight the
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District over its
efforts to tack a contentious user fee onto homeowners’ prop-
erty tax bills.

In a 7-0 vote, the water district’s board of directors on Feb.
23 approved a recommendation from its staff to pay for a
$50,000 study to determine how to charge water customers
the fee, which had been set at 8.325 percent of their water
bills. The “most secure” and preferred method, according to
the water district, is to place the fee on property taxes. 

But the Monterey County Association of Realtors last
week launched a campaign against the district’s efforts to add
the fee to property tax bills, contending it should be collected
another way. 

MCAR government and community affairs director Kevin
Stone told The Pine Cone the group will make sure Peninsula
ratepayers are aware of the district’s intentions and will do
everything it can to make sure the fee isn’t enacted.

“We have only just begun,” Stone said Monday. “This is far
from over.”
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OCCUPY GROUP PROTESTS PINE CONE’S

EDITORIAL ON ‘STARVATION’ IN COUNTY
By KELLY NIX

CARRYING PICKET signs, a small group of
Occupy Monterey protestors showed up at The
Carmel Pine Cone office Monday to object to an edi-
torial penned by the newspaper’s owner.

The Occupy members, who notified The Pine
Cone beforehand of their visit, were upset over a
Feb. 17 editorial entitled, “Stuff and Nonsense,” by

publisher Paul Miller, which cast doubt on the extent
of hunger and starvation among the county’s poor.

“We were very disappointed by the editorial in
which The Pine Cone seemed to mock the fact there
are hungry people in our county,” Occupy member
Alan Haffa of Monterey told a Pine Cone reporter.  

Haffa and five other Occupy members then met
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Pine Cone publisher
Paul Miller explains to
local Occupy mem-
bers the thinking
behind his editorial
questioning the extent
hunger and starvation
in Monterey County.
The group, which
objected to the opin-
ion piece, met with
Miller Monday.

See OCCUPY page 26A

Forum: Candidates 
agree on most city issues

By MARY SCHLEY

AT A voter forum Wednesday evening so crowded that people
lined the walls and dozens were barred from entering the room because
it was over capacity, two candidates for mayor and four people vying for
two city council seats tried their best to differentiate themselves from
each other but often ended up agreeing on pressing matters facing
Carmel residents and business owners.

Mayoral candidates Jason Burnett, who is running from a safe city
council seat, and restaurateur Rich Pepe
sought to demonstrate the depth of their
ties to the community, with Burnett say-
ing he’s chosen to raise his family here,
and Pepe describing his arrival on the
Peninsula in his 20s with “$600 in a suit-
case” and little else.

“No amount of money can buy the
experience I’ve had in this city,” Pepe
said, while Burnett described the
progress gained during his two years on
the council: “We have a city hall we can
all be proud of.” 

Pepe repeatedly emphasized that he has been a Carmel businessman
for decades and has no plans to leave the area, implying Burnett is using
the mayor’s position as a stepping stone to higher office.

Of the council candidates, Ken Talmage is the only incumbent seek-
ing reelection. At Wednesday night’s forum at Sunset Center, hosted by
the Carmel Residents Association and moderated by Monterey County
District Attorney Dean Flippo, Talmage reiterated his experience, espe-
cially with budgets and finances, and said his focus is the longterm
vitality of the city.
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Salary survey reveals cops,
firefighters receive top pay

By MARY SCHLEY

OF THE Top 10 highest paid city employees in 2011, nine work for
the police or fire department, according to a salary survey produced by
the city following a public records request. Salaries and benefits con-
sume the bulk of the city’s $13 million annual budget, and its most
expensive divisions are the police and fire departments.

One person, Sgt. Paul Tomasi, broke the $200,000 barrier, earning a
total $202,293.25 in salary and benefits. The total included $46,764.27
in overtime, $5,209.08 in compensation for working on holidays,
vision/dental and medical benefits totalling $13,547.64, and
$35,503.78 in contributions to the California Public Employees
Retirement Program on his behalf.

The second highest paid person on the city payroll, and the highest
paid in the fire department, was Capt. Mitch Kastros, who retired at the
end of 2011. Last year, he received total compensation of $194,466.80,
including $42,298.01 in overtime, $4,584.36 in holiday pay, $11,370.60
for medical and vision/dental coverage, and $35,497.35 in contributions
toward his retirement.

Following them were fire Capt. Ian Watts, with $189,187.42, includ-
ing $33,230.29 in overtime, $4,584.36 in holiday pay, $15,206.76 for
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Realtor group vows to battle water district over fee

Short-term rentals turn
out to be good for P.G.

By KELLY NIX

A DECISION the Pacific Grove City Council
made a little more than two years ago regarding short-
term rentals is turning out to be anything but short-
sighted.

In January 2010, the council unanimously approved
an ordinance reversing the city’s ban on short-term
rentals, allowing landlords to rent their single-family
homes for less than 30 days at a time as long as they
obtained a license and paid a 10 percent transient occu-
pancy tax. 

Besides generating extra revenue, the tax would help
regulate rentals and help pay for a code enforcement
officer. Even though the city is without a code enforce-
ment officer, the tax has proved fruitful, amounting to
$217,000 in 2011, higher than the projected total of
$200,000.

See STORMWATER page 27A

Cities allege poor science and unnecessary
costs in proposed stormwater runoff rules


