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Construction at Lamp Lighter Inn shows a new, standard-sized door
that has replaced the diminutive one that triggered a lawsuit.

Merry Christmas!

Burnett, Pepè to start
mayoral campaigns;
Moniz delays his
n Still just two candidates for council seats

By MARY SCHLEY

THE FILING period for the April 10, 2012, municipal
election opened Monday, and two candidates have already
pulled their official paperwork to enter the race, while others
have announced their plans to run.

“Rumors of my demise have been greatly exaggerated,”
quipped restaurateur Rich Pepè this week, responding to
inquiries regarding his supposed decision not to pursue a run
for mayor. Pepè, who owns Little Napoli, Vesuvio, a wine-
tasting room and a couple of bakeries in town, said he is def-
initely seeking the top seat and believes the rumors were
started by people trying to scare him into quitting.

“That’s all it is,” he said. “I just heard that, myself. I just
got another phone call from a planning commission member

See BUMPED page 12A

LAWSUIT OVER BUMPED HEAD SETTLED FOR $30,000
By KELLY NIX

THE SUIT has been settled and the door frame has
been raised, but the attorney who sued after clocking his
noggin on the office doorway at the Lamp Lighter Inn on
Ocean Avenue last year says he has lasting injuries that
have made his life arduous. Meanwhile, an owner of the
historic inn called him a “shyster.”

Jacob Parsonnet Alpren filed suit against the Lamp
Lighter Inn & Suites in October 2010 alleging he hurt him-
self after bumping his head on a door frame leading to the
inn’s office. Alpren is about six feet tall.

“The door height to the office was no more than 5 feet
8 inches,” according to Alpren’s suit, and he “did not notice
the unusually low clearance and cracked his head against
the top of the door frame, injuring his neck.”

Although Alpren told The Pine Cone Thursday he
couldn’t speak about details of the accident because of a
possible confidentiality clause attached to the settlement
agreement, he said his current medical condition has pre-
vented him from playing with his children, putting a saxo-
phone strap over his neck and performing daily routines.

“I’ve been living with significant chronic pain for 16
months such that I can’t take  a public bus without my neck
going into spasm,” Alpren said.

Shortly after he bumped his head, a CAT scan revealed
a fracture in one of his vertebrae. He’s also had physical
therapy and acupuncture for more than a year in an attempt

to relieve the pain.
Like the majority of lawsuits filed in Monterey County

See CAMPAIGNS page 14A

See WATER page 13A

Collins accused of coverup
as judge overturns 
regional project EIR

By KELLY NIX

DAYS AFTER former county water board director Steve
Collins was arraigned on additional criminal charges a
Monterey County judge issued a decision that will push back
construction of the desalination project to supply water to the
Monterey Peninsula.

In a ruling issued Monday over a lawsuit filed by the Ag
Land Trust against Marina Coast Water District, Monterey
County Superior Court Judge Lydia Villarreal determined
the Marina agency must be the “lead agency” for the project
and prepare a new environmental impact report for it. 

In its suit filed in April 2010, the Ag Land Trust chal-

See CONTEMPT page 15A

P.B. woman ordered to jail for hiding bank records
By KELLY NIX

IN A rare move, a Monterey County judge last week
ordered a Pebble Beach woman to serve five days in the
county jail for refusing to disclose details about her late hus-
band’s estate.

On Dec. 15, Monterey County Superior Court Judge
Thomas Wills ordered Lynne Lintz — whom Wills found
guilty in August of financial abuse against her elderly hus-
band, Robert Lintz — to serve time in jail for contempt of
court after she repeatedly declined to hand over bank records
and an inventory of personal property. 

“The court has bent over backward to give her every
opportunity” to provide the information, said Carmel attor-
ney Frank Hespe, who is representing Robert Lintz’ family,
“and she just refuses.”

The saga began in June 2009, when Robert Lintz’ son and
daughter from a previous marriage sued Lintz, claiming she
illegally spent a good chunk of their 81-year-old father’s $15
million fortune without his knowledge. They also alleged
Lintz convinced their father to cut them out of his will.

In August, after a two-month trial, Wills found Lintz, a
former realtor, guilty of committing financial abuse by
spending millions of her husband’s fortune — as much as
$100,000 per month — and exercising undue influence over
him to control his estate. 

As part of his judgment, Wills compelled the 60-some-
thing Lintz to provide an inventory of all of the tangible prop-
erty in their Pebble Beach home. She was also ordered to
give the court details about the estimated $1 million to $2

See DENTIST page 19 in the Real Estate Section

Big Sur’s long awaited Christmas gift: a dentist
By CHRIS COUNTS

A VISIT to the dentist might not seem like the ideal
stocking stuffer, but it’s the perfect holiday gift for the Big
Sur community.

The Big Sur Health Center will unveil Big Sur Dental Jan.
6, 2012, offering residents down the coast a wide range of
dental services for the first time in more than a decade.

Dr. Sharen Carey, executive director of the health center,
has worked for years to establish a dental office in Big Sur.
But previous attempts failed — including an effort to simply
offer teeth cleanings. “It was very difficult finding a dentist
who wanted to make the commute,” she explained.

Carey, though, wasn’t finished trying. “I wanted dentistry
to survive in Big Sur,” she told The Pine Cone.

Earlier this year, Carey wrote an article about Big Sur’s
dental dilemma for a medical newsletter. In response, Dr.
Michael Lew — who works as a supervising dentist at the
Soledad Correctional Training Facility — contacted Carey
and agreed to be the health center’s dental director. “He has
been extremely creative in drafting a plan for the dental
office,” she said of Lew.

Dr. William Bratton, meanwhile, who recently retired
from working at the Soledad facility, signed on to be the
health center’s resident dentist. “They both have many years
of dental experience in both private and institutional prac-
tice,” Carey said of the duo, who together have worked more
than 60 years in dentistry.

Carey said she believes Bratton will be a good fit for the
job.

“He prefers living in a rural area,” Carey said. “He and his
wife love Big Sur. They’re excited to be here.”

At first, Bratton will open Big Sur Dental on Fridays. If
demand for dental services justifies it, he’ll open Thursday as
well.

There’s a great need for a dentist in Big Sur, Carey said, in
part because there are many children living there.

“There is a high percentage of kids in Big Sur whose par-
ents work long hours in the hospitality industry,” she
observed. “They have difficulty getting to town or finding a
dentist who takes their insurance.”

Carey said it’s critical that children receive dental care.
“There’s a belief that preventative care isn’t needed for

young kids because their baby teeth fall out,” she explained.
“But if you’re not taking care of your teeth, you’re also not
taking care of your gums. If the baby teeth have problems,
they can affect teeth that haven’t come in yet.”

And not only can dental problems cause kids discomfort
and pain, they can also cause serious health problems.
According to the National Children’s Oral Health
Foundation, tooth decay is the single most common chronic
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