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Practically unknown in the United States at the time, Jimi Hendrix draws no
attention as he waits to go onstage during the 1967 Monterey Pop Festival.
The image is part of a new exhibit by C.V. photographer Tom O’Neal.
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Up close with Hendrix, Morrison, Joplin and Jagger
By CHRIS COUNTS

WITH A front row seat to one of rock ’n’ roll’s
defining moments — the Monterey Pop Festival of 1967
— Tom O’Neal picked the perfect time and place to
launch a career as a fine art photographer.

O’Neal, a Carmel Valley resident whose candid black
and white images offer a fascinating look at the faces
behind the soundtrack to the Summer of Love, unveils a
collection of his work Saturday, Dec. 3, at Mountainsong
Galleries. 

“I was just a young photographer caught up in the
music,” said O’Neal of the unique opportunity he had. “It
was an incredibly fresh and exciting time.”

In the year that preceded the festival, San Francisco’s
Haight-Ashbury neighborhood became the epicenter of a
countercultural explosion that transformed popular
music. After two years of the British Invasion and the
legions of mop-tops it inspired, the world was ready for

! He’s struggling to pay for 
legal defense, attorney says

By KELLY NIX

THE FORMER county water board director charged
with violating state conflict-of-interest laws for his involve-
ment in the $400 million regional water project, and with
cheating an employer by submitting phony bills, pleaded not
guilty to more than 30 felonies Wednesday in a Salinas
courtroom. 

Steve Collins is charged with two felonies for allegedly
accepting about $160,000 as a consultant for the water pro-
ject the same time he was on the board of directors of the
Monterey County Water Resources Agency, one of the pro-
ject’s partners. Collins is also facing 31 counts of felony
grand theft for billing Ocean Mist Farms for advisory work
he didn’t perform.

After the brief court hearing Wednesday, in which
Collins’ attorney, Michael Lawrence, entered the not-guilty
plea for his client, Lawrence told The Pine Cone outside the
courtroom that Collins, an accountant, is “struggling might-
ily” to pay for his defense. 

“He is moving forward as best he can,” he said. “But it’s
a tremendous weight to bear to support his wife and family.

Though Collins is working on various projects — which
Lawrence noted have nothing to do with water or agriculture
— Lawrence said all of Collins’ jobs are based out of the
area. His local business has dried up.

Judge doesn’t see
‘irreparable harm’ in
one night of dinners
! Allows P.G. golf course clubhouse 
to launch extended hours

By KELLY NIX and PAUL MILLER

A PACIFIC Grove resident vehemently opposed to
keeping the Pacific Grove golf course restaurant open
until 10 p.m. has filed a lawsuit to prevent the city from
extending the hours, and even asked for an emergency
restraining order to prevent dinner from being served at
the clubhouse one night this week.

In a suit filed Monday, John Troth contends the city
violated its own laws, the existing permit for the club-
house and the California Environmental Quality Act
when the council voted Nov. 16 to allow the Pt. Pinos
Grill to remain open into the evening during a 120-day
test period. 

The city contends the extended hours — until 10
p.m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday, from a previous
closing time of sunset — would allow it to determine
the impacts of keeping the grill open at night.

But even on a temporary basis, the expanded hours
are illegal, said Troth’s attorney, David C. Sweigert, at a
hearing Wednesday. The restaurant was scheduled to
begin the later hours Dec. 1, but Sweigert asked the
judge to forbid the restaurant to stay open until 10 p.m.
for even one night, and he expressed contempt for the
city’s argument that expanding the clubhouse hours for
a few months was a legitimate way to find out what
harm it might do.

“The idea that this is for testing purposes is a com-

Accused snail poachers

By KELLY NIX

TWO WOMEN who were cited by Pacific Grove police
and later charged with illegally taking more than 1,000 sea
snails from P.G. tide pools appeared in a Salinas courtroom
this week.

Yanli Li and Jing Yang, both from Fremont, were ticketed
in May by Pacific Grove Police Sgt. Jeff Fenton for taking up
to 40 pounds of black turban snails after he found the mol-
lusks stuffed in buckets inside their van.

“They were going to eat them,” Fenton told The Pine
Cone. “The preferred method is boiling them with salt.”

Though the quarter-size, algae-eating snails are consid-
ered a delicacy in certain parts of Asia, it’s a misdemeanor to
take them from protected areas within the Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuary. 

After being cited, the women were charged in July by the
Monterey County District Attorney’s Office for snail thiev-
ery. Li was charged with two misdemeanors involving illegal
possession of marine life and Yang was charged with four
misdemeanors related to the unlawful taking of marine life,
according to assistant district attorney, Terry Spitz.

See CONDO page 11A

Highlands condo 
catches fire

By MARY SCHLEY

THE ROOF of a pricey condo at the Highlands Inn
caught fire Wednesday night, but firefighters managed to
confine the blaze before it spread enough to cause extensive
damage, Cal Fire Operations Chief Jude Acosta told The
Pine Cone.

A neighbor in the area of Highlands Drive and Pine Way
saw the flames and smoke coming from the nearby wood-
shake rooftop at around 8 p.m. Nov. 30 and dialed 911. With
a station just down the road, the Carmel Highlands Fire
engine was the first to arrive and discovered a 10-foot-by-10-
foot patch of roof burning adjacent to a chimney, according
to Acosta, who was the incident commander.

Ten condos evacuated
Some 25 firefighters from the Highlands and neighboring

fire departments attacked the blaze from the roof of the
18,000-square-foot condo complex and inside the burning
unit, where they broke through sheetrock in the ceiling to
reach flames in the attic. Monterey County Sheriff’s deputies
evacuated tenants from the 10 neighboring condominiums,
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With the CCS championship at stake in Saturday’s football game between the
cities’ high schools, Carmel Mayor Sue McCloud and Salinas Mayor Dennis
Donohue discuss the terms of a wager at Devendorf Park Thursday.

CHS faces Palma in football game for the ages
By CHRIS COUNTS

THE HIGH-Flying Carmel High School
football team takes on Salinas powerhouse
Palma School Saturday at Monterey Peninsula
College for the Central Coast Section Division
IV championship.

With anticipation building for the big
game, Carmel Mayor Sue McCloud and
Salinas Mayor Dennis Donohue met in
Devendorf Park Thursday, where they traded
friendly barbs and  challenged each other to
make a wager on the game.

If Palma loses, McCloud suggested that
Donohue dress up as Carmel High’s mascot,
“Padre Bob,” at the next Salinas City Council
meeting.

Instead of asking McCloud, a Carmel High
graduate, what she would be willing to do if
the Padres lose, Donohue upped the ante.

“We are prepared, in the event that the
unthinkable happens and Palma doesn’t pre-
vail, to fly the Carmel High flag at Salinas
City Hall — below, the American flag, which
will be flown at half mast,” joked Donohue,
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Collins pleads 
not guilty to 
all charges


