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La Playa employees and union supporters picket the hotel Oct. 20.
They want severance pay from the old owner and job guarantees
from the new owners, who are expected to close escrow Nov. 1.
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See LA PLAYA page 12A

La Playa closing Monday for lengthy renovation
! All employees losing their jobs

By PAUL MILLER

IT HAS welcomed visitors for more than 80 years, but La
Playa Hotel will close Monday for at least 10 months to
undergo extensive renovation under new ownership.  

Barring a last minute glitch in escrow, owner John Cope
will sell the venerable institution Nov. 1 to Phoenix-based

Classic Hotels & Resorts, which plans to update the hotel's
guest rooms and infrastructure while leaving its historic pub-
lic rooms, exterior and gardens intact. In preparation for the
handover, Cope will shut the 75-room hotel and layoff all its
85 employees.

The last night for hotel guests will be Sunday. The bar and
restaurant will also close the evening of Oct. 30.

"Our goal in buying La Playa is to take a great property
and make it once again the crown jewel of Carmel,” said Matt
Crow, CEO of Classic Hotels & Resorts. He called the exte-
rior “extraordinary,” and said the gardens are “exquisite.”

But the guest rooms and infrastructure need extensive
updating, he said.

“The hard truth about this fantastic property is that there’s
so much work to be done behind the walls, it’s just not prac-
tical to keep the hotel open while the work is underway,”
agreed John Grossman, the company’s vice president of
development projects.

The men, who have been holding introductory meetings
with city officials and community leaders, said the renova-
tion work, which has not even reached the permit stage,
would take “10 months to a year.” 

But they’ve also been told “things take longer in Carmel,”
Crow said.

While their acquisition doesn’t include the hotel’s cottages
on the north side of Eighth Avenue, it does include La Playa’s

DOCTOR’S SODOMY
CONVICTION REVERSED
BY APPEALS COURT

! DA says Bergstrom will be tried again

By PAUL MILLER

IN A decision that highlighted the strict legal protections
afforded criminal defendants in the American justice system,
a panel of appellate judges overturned the forcible sodomy
conviction of former Carmel doctor Carl Bergstrom Monday
on narrow Constitutional grounds.

While a 2-1 majority of the Sixth District Court of Appeal
found fault with an instruction about the legal meaning of the
word “consent” given to the Bergstrom jury by Monterey
County Superior Court Judge Russell Scott, all three appel-
late judges also made it clear they thought Bergstrom was
probably guilty.

And an assistant district attorney said the nature of the
ruling led the district attorney’s office to make a quick deci-
sion to retry Bergstrom.

“When we read the court’s decision Monday afternoon,
our decision to retry the case was virtually immediate,” said
Assistant Monterey County District Attorney Stephanie
Hulsey.

Bergstrom, 55, was convicted in Sept. 2009 of forcible
sodomy of an acquaintance in his Carmel Woods home after

Burnett says he 
will run for mayor
! McCloud not seeking re-election

By PAUL MILLER

AFTER TWELVE years as mayor of Carmel-by-the-
Sea, Sue McCloud said this week she will not seek a seventh
term in the April election.

“I think it’s time to move on and give someone else a
crack at a 24/7 job that pays $200 a month,” McCloud said. 

She was first elected in April 2000 when she ousted Ken
White.

McCloud’s announcement comes six weeks after restaura-
teur Richard Pepe said he would run for mayor. And, last
Friday, councilman Jason Burnett filed papers at city hall to
launch his candidacy for the office. 

The official filing period doesn’t begin until Dec. 19, but
the “Candidate Intention Statement” Burnett filed allows him
to organize a mayoral campaign and start soliciting contribu-
tions. 

However, he said he would not start actively campaigning
until after the first of the year.

“The community doesn’t want, and it’s not good for the
community, to have a protracted campaign,” Burnett said.

Everything’s changing 
at the river lagoon

By CHRIS COUNTS

MONTEREY COUNTY officials explained to residents
last week why their longstanding policy to declare an emer-
gency before breaching the Carmel River Lagoon sandbar
will have its last hurrah this winter. The declaration allowed
the county to do the work without a permit.

After this year, public works will need to obtain a permit
from the federal government to use bulldozers to cut a chan-
nel in the sandbar. 

The annual breaching of the sandbar was discussed at a
public meeting Oct. 20 at Mission Ranch.

While the extra step in the permit process might cause
worry among residents in flood-prone areas at the edge of the
lagoon, officials said the installation of a barrier on the north
side of the lagoon and armoring of the bluffs under Scenic
Road will ultimately reduce the hazards for those living close
to the river.

Plan aims big, legal threats loom
While Monterey County senior planner Carl Holm said a

federal permit won't be required this year, he said the county
is trying to obtain one nevertheless — in part because of the
threat of legal action. Holm conceded the county has been
warned by a steelhead group of a possible lawsuit.

In the past, the county's bulldozers have accessed the
beach from the state beach parking lot or the bluffs on the
south side of the river. But neither remains an option because
the parking lot is badly damaged and access from the south
is prohibited due to concerns about endangered plants and
Native American archeological sites.

To allow bulldozers access to the beach from the north,
about 1,000 cubic yards of sand will be trucked in from
Marina to build a ramp leading to the beach from Scenic
Road.

According to Holm, the planning process for installing the
protective barrier and armoring the bluffs could take three to
five years. When asked if he believes the strategy will suc-
cessfully protect Scenic Road and nearby homes, he said,
"That's what the planning process will determine." 

If the barrier and armoring plan comes to fruition, artifi-
cially breaching the sandbar will become a thing of the past. 

"The intent is to create conditions where we don't have to
breach," allowing the lagoon to break through to the sea on
its own, Holm added

See REVERSED page 23A

See WATER page 9A

Photographer Doug Steakley says his trips to Africa have left him with feelings of “awe and grandeur.” This striking photo of a mother cheetah
and her cub will be among his works featured in an exhibit opening Friday, Oct. 28, at the Pacific Grove Art Center. See page 1 A.

Black and white exhibit captures African wildlife

Talks under way 
to extend water 
cutback deadline

By PAUL MILLER

WITH A state-ordered cutback in Monterey
Peninsula water use just a few years away, and with
progress toward a new supply to replace pumping from
the Carmel River stalled, local officials are pressuring
the State Water Resources Control Board to give them
more time to get a desal plant or other water project
online.

Wednesday night, an attorney for the Monterey
Peninsula Water Management District said discussions
with the SWRCB about extending the deadline were
ongoing and could bear fruit — especially with the
regional water project on hold because of conflict of


