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When firefighters arrived at Esalen Institute’s employee housing complex Sunday
night, several rooms were already engulfed in flames. The fire destroyed one build-
ing and left almost 50 people homeless.
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Condo plan 
rejected by 
supervisors

By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER HEARING from a steady stream of residents
who blasted a plan to build 46 condominiums at the former
Carmel Convalescent Hospital site, the Monterey County
Board of Supervisors voted unanimously Oct. 11 to deny the
project.

The supervisors were scheduled to consider a proposal by
the developer — Widewaters Development Group of
Syracuse, N.Y. — for a zoning change from two units per
acre to 12.5 units per acre so the condos could be built. But
not only did the supervisors say, “No,” to the zoning change,
they also denied the entire plan.

Supervisor Dave Potter — whose district includes the pro-
posed condo site — took aim at how much traffic the condos
would create and how much water they would need.

He also criticized the EIR’s designation of Highway 1 as
an “urban street,” which would permit an increase in traffic
congestion.

“Highway 1 looks about as much like an urban street as I
look like a professional basketball player,” he said. “When I
look at Highway 1, I still see a highway.”

‘Gargantuan leap’
Potter also called the increase from two units per acre to

12.5 units per acre a “gargantuan leap” and reminded his col-
leagues that, whether the condo project had water rights or
not, letting it go forward would violate the state’s order to cut
back on pumping from the Carmel River.

“I’m not interested in slapping a state agency in the face,”
he told his colleagues. 

Even if the supervisors voted to upzone the property,
Potter predicted it would never get past the California
Coastal Commission, which is famously stingy about allow-
ing development in the coastal zone. “As a member of the
coastal commission for 12 years, I don’t think this project is
going to get approved,” he added.

Before the vote, Widewaters’ development manager,
Kevin Kane, urged supervisors to send the condo plan for-
ward to the coastal commission, insisting its EIR addressed

Blaze destroys Esalen staff housing, displaces 50
By CHRIS COUNTS

THE ROOMS of about 20 staff members
burned to the ground Sunday, Oct. 9, when a fire
swept through a former motel used for employee
housing by the Esalen Institute. Nobody was
injured in the blaze, but nearly 50 people’s
homes were destroyed.

According to Chief Martha Karstens, the Big
Sur Volunteer Fire Brigade was notified about
the fire just before 9 p.m. 

One member of the fire brigade lives nearby,
and when he arrived, “several of the units were
already fully engulfed with fire,” Karstens
reported. “We responded with three engines, two
water tenders, a patrol and 18 members.”

Also responding to the blaze were firefight-
ers from the United States Forest Service,
Carmel Fire Department, Carmel Highlands Fire
and Fort Hunter Liggett Fire Department.
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Study: Should Carmel, P.G. share police forces?
By MARY SCHLEY

WITH THE city’s fire department set to merge with
Monterey’s, the Carmel City Council decided last week to
also look for ways to save money by having its police depart-
ment share a chief, officers and various duties with Pacific
Grove’s. 

The council decided to take the first step by asking the
state Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training
evaluate each department and make recommendations
regarding how they can be more efficient and save money by
helping each other out.

What to combine?
At the Oct. 4 council meeting, interim Carmel Police

Chief Mike Calhoun said he and PGPD Chief Darius Engles
met and agreed that POST consultants should evaluate the
possibilities of combining dispatch, records, animal control,
investigations, police chief, command staff and frontline
patrol officers.

But he said the council should define the parameters of
the study, based on what sort of arrangement they’d probably

support in the end.
“They’ll be putting time and effort into this, and they

don’t want to spend time in an area we’re not going to pur-
sue,” Calhoun said.

Carmel and Pacific Grove have been sharing some police
services since 2004, according to Calhoun’s report, including
animal control officer, clerical office assistant, general law
enforcement and investigations. But he admitted that before
2010, “these services were utilized on a limited basis and for
the most part not at all.”

1,500 tickets
In 2009, the cities agreed to share CPD Cpl. Steve Rana

for traffic enforcement, and P.G. taxpayers paid Carmel
$57,188 last year to have him work 20 hours per week in their
city. Calhoun said Rana has written 1,500 citations in P.G.
since he started working there part-time.

In 2010, the agencies OK’d an agreement to house pris-
oners in the Pacific Grove jail instead of transporting them to
the county facility, to cut down on transportation costs and
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Tempest over Monarchs in Butterfly Town
By KELLY NIX

AS THOUSANDS of migrating monarchs
begin their annual stop in Pacific Grove, there is a
row heating up within local butterfly camps.

The issue is whether to ban the release of farm-
raised monarchs — not the wild, migrating version
of the insect that overwinter in P.G. each year — at
weddings, celebrations and other events.

While some believe releasing bred monarchs
would disrupt the habitat of the butterflies that arrive
in the city from October to February, others say
releasing a small number of the insects is a positive
way to educate the public about the city’s favorite
bug.

Two local monarch devotees couldn’t disagree
more.

“Butterfly farming is a big industry, and it’s time
to stop [releases of monarchs] here in P.G.,” Pacific
Grove Monarch Conservancy co-founder Esther
Trosow told The Pine Cone.

She believes releasing bred monarchs in P.G.
could cause a host of problems, including fouling the
insect’s natural gene pool and exposing them to a
parasite that occurs on farmed and migratory mon-
archs that can cripple or kill butterfly pupae and
adults.

FIVE VIE FOR THREE
SCHOOL BOARD SEATS

By MARY SCHLEY

ONE INCUMBENT — who has been in office for the past 18 years
— and four challengers are seeking three spots on the Carmel Unified
School District board of education in the Nov. 8 election that is already
under way with the mailing of absentee ballots this week. Longtime
board member Annette Yee Steck wants to retain her seat, while Amy
Funt and Marcy Rustad decided not to seek reelection, opening the door
for a couple of newcomers to serve on a board in one of the most finan-
cially healthy school districts in the state. Corporate attorney Bill
Leatherberry, paralegal Mary Peitso, small business owner Rita Patel and
retired financial advisor Richard Kreitman are vying for those positions.

! Annette Yee Steck
Steck, who has been on the board for almost two decades, said she is

running again in order to help CUSD continue to be one of the best-per-
forming districts in the state, academically and financially. 

“I am also aware of the challenges we face and bring a knowledge of
the obstacles we have had to overcome to achieve our current successes,”
she said. “I believe I can help our students and the district continue to
improve and remain at the top.”

Despite its strong position, the district faces several challenges,

See SCHOOLS page 11A

Helen Johnson, 88, holds monarch butterfly specimens at
her P.G. home. She loves the insects so much she supports
monarch research, but she also likes to release them.


