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Beach porta-potties on their way out
By MARY SCHLEY

A PROJECT in the works for a decade — construction
of permanent bathrooms on Scenic Road at the south end

of Carmel Beach — made a big step forward Tuesday
night, when the city council voted to spend $54,000 to
complete the design, solicit bids and get construction
under way.

Since the mid-1990s, a couple of porta-potties
screened by a wooden shed at Scenic Road and
Santa Lucia Avenue have been the sole provision
for visitors to the popular beach, prompting ongo-
ing complaints to city hall and the chamber of
commerce. 

In 2001, the porta-potties were burned by van-
dals, and in 2002, a nearby renter sued the city over
the plastic toilets but dropped his complaint
because the portables would be in place for only a
year while the city worked to develop a permanent,
and superior, solution, his lawyer said at the time. 

But progress has been slow going since then. In
2009, Carmel architect Rob Carver created prelim-
inary plans and renderings for permanent bath-
rooms and showers that would be partially sunken,
creating minimal view impacts, and could contain
machinery for pumping, if necessary, as well asPHOTO/COURTESY CARVER + SCHICKENTANZ

A building tucked into the bluff with a turf roof, showers and bathrooms
could replace plastic toilets at the south end of Carmel Beach.

$1.65M Carmel River
South Bank Trail opens 

By CHRIS COUNTS

WITH THE opening this week of the South Bank
Trail, the Big Sur Land Trust’s vision of creating a net-
work of trails in Carmel and Carmel Valley took a big
step forward.

The 1.5-mile trail makes it possible to walk or ride a
bike from Rancho San Carlos Road to Palo Corona
Regional Park. 

The path meanders alongside the Carmel River
through a scenic riparian landscape.

The project marks a collaboration between Monterey
County and the Big Sur Land Trust. The trail was paid
for by taxpayers with Proposition 50 funds. According
to Big Sur Land Trust spokeswoman Rachel Saunders,
the cost of constructing the trail was $1.2 million andPHOTO/COURTESY CALTRANS

A new bridge near Lucia in Big Sur promises to keep a troublesome stretch
of Highway 1 open during winter storms. See story page 10A. 

Opponents say they
have ‘silver bullet’ to
stop hospital condos

By CHRIS COUNTS

A DEVELOPER who wants to build 46 condominiums
on Valley Way just outside the city limits will ask the
Monterey County Board of Supervisors Tuesday, Oct. 11, to
approve a zoning change that would allow the project to
move forward to California Coastal Commission.

Opponents, meanwhile, say a flaw in the project’s envi-
ronmental impact report could sink it.

A group of residents has warned that the project will cre-
ate a traffic jam in their neighborhood and on Highway 1 —
and now, neighbors are taking aim at the traffic study portion
of its EIR. 

By KELLY NIX

A WOMAN who said a large dog crashed into her while
she was taking a leisurely stroll in a Carmel Valley park is
suing the pooch’s owner and the Monterey Peninsula
Regional Park District, according to documents filed in
Monterey County Superior Court.

Manette Rogers and her husband, Stephen Rogers, are
suing the park district and dog owner Mark Noble for negli-
gence after Noble’s yellow Labrador ran into her while she
was walking in Garland Ranch Regional Park on June 2,
2011. Rogers claims she was seriously injured in the bizarre
incident.

“The dog was possessed of dangerous propensities and
was inclined to run free in public areas,” according to the

Dog runs into person, 
person files lawsuit

Eastwood and Franco 
bring star power to 
Art and Film Festival

By CHRIS COUNTS

THIS YEAR’S Carmel Art and Film Festival —
which opens Wednesday, Oct. 12 — packs a one-two
punch of Hollywood star power.

Director and actor Clint Eastwood and his wife,
Dina, are scheduled to attend Friday’s premiere of “J.
Edgar,” his new film about J. Edgar Hoover. Leonardo
DiCaprio plays the legendary FBI director. 

And actor-director James Franco is scheduled to
attend Sunday’s presentation of “Sal,” which tells the
story of actor Sal Mineo. Franco is the director of the
film about Mineo, who is best known for co-starring in
“Rebel Without a Cause,” the film that defined James
Dean’s career. Franco will field questions from the
audience after the screening.

Beginning Thursday, the festival will offer non-stop
film screenings at locations throughout Carmel, includ-
ing Sunset Center, Theater 105 (a second theater at
Sunset Center), the Carmel Youth Center (which will
host two theaters), All Saints Theater (at All Saints Day
School), and even on Carmel Beach. In all, 41 feature-
length films and more than 50 short films will be
offered.

See FILMS page 24A

By KELLY NIX

ANYONE HOPING the proposed $404 million regional
desalination project can be replaced with a much thriftier
operation, while still meeting the Monterey Peninsula’s water
needs, might be disappointed after reviewing the estimated
price tags of the alternatives.

On Wednesday, California American Water released a
study by RBF Consulting with cost estimates of 11 alterna-
tive water projects. Seven of the 11 projects analyzed would
cost far more than the estimated $404 million cost of the
regional desalination project, which has been heavily criti-
cized by the state’s Department of Ratepayer Advocates and
others for its cost. 

The 21-page analysis was commissioned by Cal Am to
offer alternatives to the regional desal project, which is
stalled over conflict-of-interest allegations involving a for-
mer county water board director. The RBF analysis will be
outlined at an Oct. 26 public forum in Monterey.

It found that a project nearly identical to the regional plan
would cost about $47 million each year, including the annu-
alized cost of construction, operation and maintenance, while
a desal operation near the Naval Postgraduate School would
cost about $63 million a year, and the much-touted “deepwa-
ter desal” plant at Moss Landing would cost about $58 mil-
lion per year. A smaller desal plant in Marina would be
cheaper — about $42 million a year — but that wouldn’t pro-
duce enough water to meet the community’s needs without

Cal Am study:
Alternate projects
don’t cost less
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A BRIDGE TO SOMEWHERE


