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You picked the winners ... read all about them inside!

PHOTO/COURTESY SEAN TUCKER

San Benancio Canyon resident Sean Tucker has no problem being sideways.
He’ll demonstrate his aerobatic prowess at the California International
Airshow this weekend. See page 6A.
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Defying gravity .... Collins claims
county officials
lied about his
water role
■ Says they asked him to take consult-
ing job, assured him there was no conflict

By KELLY NIX

STEPHEN COLLINS, the former county water
official accused of having an illegal conflict of interest
when he also worked for a consultant on the proposed
regional desalination project, has filed a claim against
the county alleging that false statements by officials
have severely damaged his reputation and made it diffi-
cult for him to work.

He also claims the county owes him almost $50,000
in consulting fees in connection with his work on the
water plan.

Appeals court sets
Salinas session to
hear Flanders case

By MARY SCHLEY

LAWYERS ON both sides of the fight over
Flanders Mansion will argue their positions
before a three-judge panel in Salinas Oct. 20,
according to the California Appellate Court. 

Attorneys representing the City of Carmel
and the Flanders Foundation — which have
been waging battle over the fate of the historic
mansion for a dozen years — will make their
case at 9:30 a.m. in the Monterey County
Board of Supervisors Chambers.

The hearing will be the latest step in a con-
voluted process dating back to Carmel taxpay-
ers’ purchase of the old Tudor-style house and
surrounding property, which became Mission
Trail park, in 1972. Since then, elected officials
have been debating how to use the home, with-
out resolution, and in 2004, the city council
embarked on an effort to sell it for use as a sin-
gle-family home. Extensive deed restrictions
were placed to maintain public access to the
nearby land and views of the mansion, and to
preserve the building itself.

But the foundation, comprising a small
group of preservation activists led by Melanie
Billig, sued in November 2005 to stop the sale,
and in February 2006, the nonprofit won when
Monterey County Superior Court Judge Robert
O’Farrell decided the city’s environmental
impact report failed to meet the requirements of
the California Environmental Quality Act, and
that the proposed sale needed to be approved by
a vote of the people. 

Consultants extensively revised the EIR,
finally completing it in 2009, and the city held
an election that November that saw residents
voting 757-439 in favor of the sale. 

The next step would have been to offer the
mansion to public agencies before it could be
put on the market for private buyers, but the
Flanders Foundation’s attorney, Susan Brandt-
Hawley, sued again, saying the EIR should have
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Man dies in undetected
Big Sur house fire

By CHRIS COUNTS

PALO COLORADO resident Robert Coakley, a 1982 graduate
of Carmel High School, died Sept. 15 after the mobile home he was
living in caught fire, according to the Monterey County Sheriff’s
Office. 

Coakley, who grew up in Carmel Valley and was the son of
Carmel Valley Lodge owner Peter Coakley, was 47. 

“He was great guy,” recalled fellow CHS graduate John Franklin,
who had known Coakley since they attended middle school togeth-
er. “He has happy-go-lucky, and he always seemed to be having fun.
He was a very gentle person. Everybody seemed to enjoy his com-
pany.”

Coakley lived atop Green Ridge, a neighborhood located about
three miles east of Highway 1.

According to several of Coakley’s neighbors, nobody was aware
— at least at first — that his home was on fire, due to a thick 

Janitor, girlfriend 
arrested for library theft

By MARY SCHLEY

A MAN who spent more than two decades cleaning city build-
ings was arrested for grand theft — and promptly fired — after he
reportedly admitted stealing a backpack inadvertently left at
Harrison Memorial Library last month. 

William Ransome, 51, and his 40-year-old girlfriend, Paula
Norman, were arrested Aug. 19 after police officers tracked the
bag’s contents — two iPads — to a car in Seaside, and Ransome
turned himself in, according to Carmel Police Sgt. Mel Mukai. He
was taken to Monterey County Jail.

The theft was probably a crime of opportunity. A woman called
police Aug. 19 to report losing her backpack, which contained the
iPads and other possessions, at the library.

Fire brigade to AT&T:
Phone backup and Internet
will help save lives

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE MID-COAST Volunteer Fire Brigade — which serves the
north Big Sur Coast — has tried unsuccessfully for more than two
years to strike a deal with AT&T for it to use fire brigade’s genera-
tor to keep phone company’s equipment functioning when the power
goes out. The fire brigade has also sought, without success, to con-
nect AT&T Internet service to its fire house.

MCVFB Chief Cheryl Goetz told The Pine Cone this week that
despite countless phone calls to AT&T, the generator and Internet
issues remain unresolved. “There’s so much red tape,” Goetz
explained. “There is no clear person to talk to.”

AT&T provides the only telephone service for residents of Palo
Colorado, which is hemmed in by mountains and usually out of the
reach of cell phones towers. And without Internet service for the fire

Authors Fest draws broad talent, devoted fans
By MARY SCHLEY

THE FIFTH annual Carmel Authors & Ideas
Festival being held Sept. 23-25 at Sunset Center in
downtown Carmel is sold out, founder Jim McGillen
said Wednesday, and planning is already under way for
next year’s event.

The festival began Thursday with hundreds of
school kids gathering in the theater to talk with former
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Conner,
who will also address students Friday, for a total of
3,000 young attendees from throughout the county,
according to McGillen. Rather than interviewing
O’Conner in front of the audience, as he has done in
the past, McGillen said this year, he is handing the
microphone over to the kids.

“We’re going to have the students interview her,” he
said. “She’ll walk out on stage and give an overview,
and then go over and sit down, and the three or four stu-
dents will start asking her questions,” presumably
about her experiences as a woman on a male-dominat-
ed court, the election of President George W. Bush, and
whether a female-dominated Supreme Court would
decide cases differently.

The festival features three dozen highly regarded
authors and experts speaking in Sunset’s large audito-
rium and to smaller groups throughout the weekend.
The lineup includes Pulitzer Prize winning columnist
Dave Barry, bestselling author Scott Turow, Sports
Illustrated writer Rick Reilly, TV health expert Dr.
Nancy Snyderman, and Wall Street Journal columnist
and author Peggy Noonan, just to name a few.

And because the festival focuses not just on
authors, but on ideas, a handful of the featured guests
are not writers, McGillen pointed out, like Dr. W.
Douglas Boyd, a pioneer in robotic cardiovascular
surgery.

“He hasn’t written a book, and he’s a wonderful
speaker,” McGillen said. “Wouldn’t it be a crime if I
couldn’t invite him?”

Organizers also put together a panel of speakers to
address how technology is changing the world, and the
lineup includes top executives from Google, Facebook
and other Internet powerhouses.

McGillen attributed the festival’s sold-out status in
part to his keeping the ticket price at the $550 it has
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