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Leonardo DiCaprio getting direction from Clint Eastwood on
location for Eastwood’s new movie, “J. Edgar.”

Have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your iPad, laptop, PC or phone. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com

PHOTO/LARRY DALE GORDON

Luci Post and her husband, Billy, at the Post Ranch Inn’s Sierra
Mar restaurant. They were beloved figures at the resort that
bears their name.

Big Sur mourns
passing of Luci Post

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE MATRIARCH of Big Sur’s pioneering Post family
and a familiar face at the Post Ranch Inn, Luci Lee Post died
Aug. 25 at the age of 91.

Luci was the widow of Post Ranch Inn co-founder Billy
Post, who was 88 when he died two years ago. Billy was the
great grandson of William Brainard Post, who settled in Big
Sur in the mid-19th century. Luci and Billy married in 1969.

DIVIDED COUNTY COMMISSION OKS 46 CONDOS
By CHRIS COUNTS

THE POLITICAL split over local land use issues was
on display Wednesday, when the Monterey County
Planning Commission voted 6-4 to endorse a plan to build
46 condominiums — including nine affordable units — at
the former Carmel Convalescent Hospital site, despite all
four Monterey Peninsula area commissioners voting
against the project.

The contentious hearing marked the
fourth time this summer the planning com-
mission has considered the Villas de
Carmelo project.

The next stop for the project, located on
a 3.68-acre property at 24945 Valley Way,
is a Monterey County Board of Supervisors
hearing. A date for the meeting has not
been set.

This week’s hearing, like the three meet-
ings that preceded it, featured extensive
comments from members of the public
opposing the project, which would be built
by the Widewaters Development Group of
Syracuse, N.Y. 

“This will be as big as the Barnyard,”
resident Richard Iverson insisted, summa-
rizing the views of several speakers. “It’s
massive.”

Yoko Whitaker, meanwhile, a former
chair of the Carmel Planning Commission,
urged commissioners to reject the proposal
because so many people oppose it. She is

worried residents’ concerns will be ignored by the com-
missioners. “I see no evidence that the large number of
people who will be negatively affected by this project are
being considered,” Whitaker said.

Several speakers warned that the project would create
traffic in the neighborhood surrounding the site. One res-

Water consultant hasn’t been paid, stops work
By KELLY NIX

THE ENVIRONMENTAL engineering company
hired to design and manage the proposed $400 million
regional desalination plant that would provide water for
the Monterey Peninsula has suspended work on the pro-
ject because the county has failed to pay the firm more
than $450,000.

In an Aug. 30 notice to Monterey County Water
Resources Agency general manager Curtis Weeks, RMC
Water and Environment principal Lyndel Melton said his
company was forced to stop work for the county because
of $458,290 in unpaid bills since Jan. 11.

The letter comes one day after Melton said RMC was
told the Monterey County Board of Supervisors had
decided not to pay RMC until the county and its partners
in the desal project — California American Water and
Marina Coast Water District — resolved conflict of inter-
est allegations involving former county water agency
director Steve Collins.

Collins is being investigated after admitting RMC paid
him about $160,000 in 2010 for services for the water

project at the same time he was advising the board of
supervisors on whether it should be built. The dual role
could be a criminal conflict of interest.

In RMC’s notice to the county, which was also sent to
Cal Am and Marina Coast, Melton contended there isn’t
any legal basis for the county “to link payment for
[RMC’s] services to mediation with third parties.” 

Melton also wrote, “It is unclear to RMC if the board
of supervisors ever intends to pay RMC.”

RMC’s decision to stop working is the latest disruption
in development of the regional water project, which is
intended to eliminate illegal pumping from the Carmel
River. On Aug. 12, another serious setback was the
California Coastal Commission’s rejection of a permit for
a test well until the Collins conflict-of-interest matter is
sorted out.  

The county’s refusal to pay RMC adds to its increas-
ingly tentative role in pursuing the project. After the
Collins issue surfaced, the county decided the contracts
among the three parties were void. 
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Neighbors may hate the idea, but the former Carmel Convalescent
Hospital can be transformed into condos, according to the Monterey
County Planning Commission.

Eastwood's latest, ‘J. Edgar,’ starring DiCaprio, set for Nov. 9 release
By PAUL MILLER

IF ANY two people in Hollywood can pick their projects,
Clint Eastwood and Leonardo DiCaprio can.

But in the case of the former Carmel mayor’s latest film,
“J. Edgar,” set to be released Nov. 9, DiCaprio wasn’t in the
position of just deciding if he wanted the part of legendary
FBI director J. Edgar Hoover. He had to ask for it.

“[Academy Award-winning producer] Brian Grazer sent
us the script, because Universal Studios was trying to get it
made,” Eastwood told The Pine Cone last week from his
office at Warner Bros. in Burbank, where he was putting the
finishing touches on the film. The script is by Dustin Lance
Black, who’s best known for his work on “Milk.” 

Eastwood was impressed, so he took “J. Edgar,” to the stu-
dio bosses at Warner Bros. They liked it, too. The role of
Hoover, who ran the FBI for more than 40 years, requires an
actor who could portray him from the age of 22 to the age of
77. 

“Normally, we’d go through a list of people we’d want to

look at and see what the interest was,” Eastwood said. 
But before he even got to that, DiCaprio was on the

phone, asking for the job.
“He and I had talked about working together a few

times in the past, but we never got the right material,”
Eastwood said.

But the historic, crime-fighting drama of the notori-
ously secretive Hoover was just right. With a budget of
$35 million, filming was completed last spring in
Washington, D.C., Virginia and Hollywood. Eastwood
edited the movie at Mission Ranch.

“Hoover was an interesting guy,” Eastwood said. “He
was never married. He was on the bureau 48 years and
served under eight presidents. Nobody could fire him,
because he kept private files on everything and every-
body.”

From his pioneering use of investigative techniques
such as fingerprinting, to his relentless pursuit of Soviet

Wildfire lawsuit cites
failure to clear brush

By KELLY NIX

A CALIFORNIA fire fighting agency that battled a 3,000-acre
wildfire in South Monterey County two years ago is suing the fam-
ily it claims caused the fire for more than $650,000 to cover the cost
of fighting the blaze, along with administrative and other expenses.

A lawsuit filed Aug. 25 by the state attorney general on behalf
of Cal Fire alleges Mark, James and Mary Eastman were responsi-
ble for causing the August 2009 fire and that they should be the
ones to pay all costs — $648,743 plus interest — related to putting
it out.

According to the lawsuit, the wildfire was caused when a 1999
Jayco travel trailer owned by James and Mary Eastman that was
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