
Treasures belonging to Monterey Peninsula residents were
on full display at this week’s kickoff car events. (Above) A
1956 BMW Isetta, owned by Carmelite Glenn Wolfson,
was barely bigger than Naomi Parker-Isales’ double-wide
stroller as she toured Pacific Grove’s Little Car Show
Wednesday. The same day, former Carmel High auto shop
teacher Jim Agan showed off his gorgeous 1941 Ford
Pickup (above right) at the Concours on the Avenue, where
another local resident, Jon Hagstrom (below right) reveled in
the glory of receiving the Carmel Chamber of Commerce
Trans Atlantic Pacific Cup for his 1963 Shelby Cobra. Rare beauties,
including this 1933 Packard (middle right), assembled in the Pebble

Beach fog to start the Tour
d'Elegance Thursday morning,
while McCall's Motorworks
Revival Wednesday night drew
major horsepower in the form of
fighter jets and race cars (left).
We have a special section inside
that includes a complete guide to
the weekend’s remaining fabu-
lous events.

Suspected drunken teen
rolls Jeep, kills friend

By MARY SCHLEY

FORMER CARMEL High School football star Keenan
Lucero, 19, died Saturday night when Ryan Armstrong, 18, a
friend of his from Carmel Valley, rolled the Jeep Wrangler he
was driving off Tassajara
Road, according to the
California Highway Patrol. 

Another passenger, 20-
year-old Yancey Cabrera,
also a Carmel Valley resi-
dent, was airlifted by heli-
copter to a San Francisco
Bay Area trauma center with
major injuries, and 22-year-
old Horacio Narvaez from
Salinas was treated for
minor injuries.

Armstrong had been
smoking marijuana and
drinking before the crash,
CHP public information
officer Bob Lehman said,
and he was arrested and
booked into Monterey
County Jail on charges of felony DUI and gross vehicular
manslaughter at 10:15 p.m., less than two hours after the
wreck.

Armstrong was driving northbound at an “unknown rate
of speed” on Tassajara Road about 2.5 miles south of
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ELDER ABUSE LAWSUIT

FOR $1 MILLION

By KELLY NIX

A MAN who allegedly wiped out an elderly client’s life
savings by taking millions of dollars from his estate has
agreed to pay the man nearly $1 million to settle a lawsuit,
according to the plaintiff ’s attorney. 

In a lawsuit filed in February 2010, retired physician and
Carmel resident Lawrence Loftus alleged his former caregiv-
er, Charles Harper of Marina, took complete control of his
estate, including taking out a $2.7 million loan against
Loftus’ Scenic Road home and stealing about $950,000 from
his Bank of America account, leaving the elderly man with
only $66.

Last week, Harper agreed to pay Loftus about $1 million
in exchange for having the suit dismissed, according to
Loftus’ attorney, Frank Hespe. 

Old bank building sold
By MARY SCHLEY

A MODERN-STYLE building considered by some to
be a dinosaur and others to be significant in the city’s archi-
tectural history was sold last week — a decade after design-
er John Mandurrago first submitted plans to demolish it and
construct condos, retail space and underground parking in its
place.

According to Monterey County records, the former bank
at Dolores and Seventh now occupied by Jan de Luz sold last
week to Cpines7 LLC for $4.75 million. The seller was
Pacific Grove Land Co., which comprises Mandurrago and
several other investors. Some of those same investors are
involved in Cpines7, according to Mandurrago.

“I think the plan is to just sit and hold for a while,” he said.
“It came about because it needed to be refinanced, and most
of the people involved were weary of contributing.”

The angular structure, designed by modern architect
Walter Burde and constructed in the early 1970s, was the
focus of copious debate over its historical significance. An
environmental impact report prepared for Mandurrago’s first

See ZIP page 17A

Aerial ‘hikes’ may be offered at Point Lobos Ranch
By CHRIS COUNTS

LOOKING FOR creative ways to raise money and
draw visitors, the California Department of Parks and
Recreation is considering a proposal to bring a new adven-
ture sport to Point Lobos Ranch.

State parks supervisor Dana Jones told The Pine Cone
this week her agency is looking into the possibility of per-
mitting a concessionaire to operate an “aerial trail” in the
hills across Highway 1 from Point Lobos State Reserve.

Utilizing a zip-line, which consists of a pulley suspend-
ed on a cable, an aerial hiker uses gravity to travel across a
landscape — often hundreds of feet above the ground.

Growing in popularity, the sport is established in many
places, including British Columbia, New Zealand, resort
areas in Latin America and even Embarcadero Plaza in San
Francisco.

The 1,312-acre Point Lobos Ranch has never been open
to the public since it was acquired for $13 million in a
series of transactions ending in 2006, in large part because
cash-strapped state parks hasn’t been able to afford to
build trails, or even plan for them.

In February a local fundraising group, the Point Lobos
Foundation, agreed to contribute $250,000 to help pay for

Lawsuit 
challenges water
limits at homes

By KELLY NIX

A WIDE-RANGING lawsuit that casts doubt on every-
day practices of the Monterey Peninsula Water Management
District was filed Aug. 10 by a Pebble Beach couple who
object to the district’s water restrictions, permit fees and
mandatory inspections of homes to count sinks, bathtubs and
showers.

Richard and Sharlene
Thum, who own a home on
Coral Drive in Del Monte
Forest,  hired former water
board member Alexander
Henson to handle the suit,
which seeks to force the water
district to reverse course —
from restricting water, to pro-
viding it.

“In 1977, the Legislature
created the water district with
the primary purpose to aug-
ment the water supply for res-
idents on the Monterey
Peninsula,” the Thums’ law-
suit says. Later, the Legislature added the power to restrict
water use in emergencies, but only for purposes “other than
household uses,” because the state’s water code declares that
“use of water for domestic purposes is the highest use of
water.”

Another law allows the water district to charge connection
fees, but only when it “makes available water that is the prod-
uct of the of the district’s works or operation.”

Despite these legislative mandates, the suit says, for the
last 27 years the water board has mainly been in the business
of restricting how much water families can use at home, lim-
iting the number of fixtures that can be installed, and charg-
ing fees based on the number of fixtures, not on water use.

P.B. residents 
say longstanding
practices of the
water district
violate state 
law and the 
constitution

Locals shine as Concours Week gets under way
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