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These owl babies — 8 inches long and weighing about 1.6
pounds apiece — were nearly orphaned when a branch hold-
ing their nest was cut down.
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By KELLY NIX

A DEFENSE Language Institute Arabic teacher — who
was tased after he allegedly fought with officers in a DLI
conference room — has
been charged with attempted
rape, assault with a deadly
weapon, cruelty to a child,
domestic violence and other
charges.

Atef Samir Gergawy, 38,
was taken into custody by
Pacific Grove police officers
April 29 on allegations he
tried to rape his wife —
whom police refer to as Jane
Doe — and injured his son
earlier in April. 

But Gergawy, who has
worked at DLI for 13 years,
staunchly denied the charges
Wednesday, telling The Pine
Cone he never hurt his wife
or his son.

“I never did that,” he said. “They are false accusations
against me.”

Language teacher hit
with three felonies

Atef Gergawy

See DOC page 17A

Monarch law: Protecting them from Doc Ricketts?
By CHRIS COUNTS

FAMOUS FOR his pioneering work as a marine biol-
ogist and his friendship with literary icon John Steinbeck,

Edward “Doc” Ricketts
has been romanticized
by many as a ground-
breaking environmen-
talist. But he was also a
voracious collector
who ran a successful
business supplying
biological specimens
to laboratories and
schools around the
world. 

In fact, according to
Esther Trosow, one of
the founders of a new
advocacy group for
monarchs, the city’s
renowned ordinance
protecting them was
probably enacted by
the City of Pacific
Grove to put a stop to
Ricketts’ ambitious
collecting of the color-
ful insects, which he
would kill and preserve
for sale.

According to an
article published in the

Pacific Grove Tribune in 1934, Ricketts — the owner of
Pacific Biological Laboratories — captured a staggering
number of butterflies.

“Pacific Biological Laboratories sold during this past
summer 15,000 monarch butterflies and [they] have on
hand about 17,000,” the article reported. One local collec-
tor gathered about 3,800 butterflies “before breakfast one
morning.”

The article even offers a clever trick for easily catching
the butterflies.

Collectors “have learned that the blossoms of the aca-
cia secrete a substance on which the butterfly gets drunk,”
the article’s anonymous author explained. “In this state, it
is easily caught.”

Founded by Ricketts in 1923, Pacific Biological
Laboratories sold preserved animals — many of which
were maritime aquatic species — to schools, museums,
and research institutions. In its heyday, the lab was locat-
ed at 740 Ocean View Ave. in Monterey (now 800
Cannery Row).

After Ricketts collected at least 32,000 butterflies in
1934, the city banned such activities the following year.

“I’m not sure exactly why the ordinance was enacted,
but Ricketts must have had some influence on it,” said
Trosow, a board member for the new Pacific Grove
Monarch Conservancy.

It is unknown if Steinbeck was involved in the collect-
ing efforts. But the future Nobel Prize winner certainly
admired the butterflies.

“Pacific Grove benefits by one of those happy acci-
dents of nature that gladden the heart, excite the imagina-

Ed Ricketts is memorialized on
Cannery Row at the spot where
he was killed by a train. But his
legacy may have to be revised.

SIERRA CLUB LOSES
ANOTHER LAWSUIT OVER
SAND CITY RESORT

By KELLY NIX

A JUDGE has ruled against the Sierra Club in the latest
attempt to halt development of an oceanfront hotel in Sand
City.

The Sierra Club filed suit last fall seeking to overturn a
water permit issued to the $300 million Monterey Bay Shores
Ecoresort, which has been the subject of a two-decade permit
battle. 

In a decision issued April 29, Superior Court Judge Roger
Randall rejected the Sierra Club’s arguments that the
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District had failed to
take into account potential damage to the Carmel River and
its steelhead trout population when it approved a permit that
would allow the Ecoresort to use up to 90 acre-feet of water
per year.

Randall also ruled that the environmental organization
must pay the developer’s costs of defending the suit. Ed
Ghandour, president of Security National Guaranty, says he
also intends to seek reimbursement of his attorney fees.

“The costs and attorney fees of defendants [SNG, the
water district and Cal Am] in this case are around $125,000,”
Ghandour told The Pine Cone Wednesday. “And we expect to
recover all.”

Ghandour said SNG attorney Sheri Damon will file a
motion with the court requesting reimbursement of the legal
fees from the Sierra Club.

The win is the latest for Ghandour, who at almost every
turn has been victorious over litigation to stop him from
building the resort, which he’s sought for about 18 years.

The 39-acre Monterey Bay Shores Ecoresort, proposed on
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Council may put ambulance crews on city payroll
By MARY BROWNFIELD

TO MAINTAIN quick response times for an aging pop-
ulation, the paramedics who staff Carmel’s ambulance should
become city employees, according to a report from former
city council member Gerard Rose. 

And because the ambulance service generates significant
revenue, the cost of hiring the six full-time and 10 part-time
personnel would only be about $300,000 per year, Rose,
president of the ambulance board, told the council May 3.

His recommendation came in light of the fact the partner-
ship between Carmel and the Carmel Valley Fire Protection
District that created the Carmel Regional Fire Ambulance
authority in 1990 will end on Dec. 31.

“If you cut through all the legal verbiage, what it means is
the best way to assure we can retain our rights to deliver
ambulance service to Carmel-by-the-Sea ... is to hire CRFA
employees and make them Carmel employees,” he said.

In his report, Rose pointed out CRFA workers are also
trained as firefighters, making them “a crucial component of
the Carmel Fire Department.” 

“On a daily basis, they will respond with the fire truck,
depending on if the call is fire or medical in nature,” he said.

The drive to dissolve the partnership between the city and
Carmel Valley Fire began when the fire district’s poor finan-
cial condition came to light following the retirement of C.V.

See FESTIVAL page 12A

Plein aire contest,
mystery sculpture
highlight art festival

By CHRIS COUNTS

FACING OFF against 60 talented artists in this
weekend’s 18th annual Carmel Art Festival plein aire
contest, Pacific Grove painter Robert Lewis would be
forgiven if he was intimidated by the competition. But
the opponent Lewis fears most is himself.

“In a plein aire competition, you’re not competing
against other artists,” Lewis explained. “You’re com-
peting against yourself. I think every artist who’s been
in such a contest will agree.”

This year’s festival — which continues through
Sunday — kicked off Thursday with the start of the
two-day painting competition. Armed with paints,
brushes, easels and the other tools of their trade, the

Laundry basket becomes
owls’ home sweet home

By KELLY NIX

TWO BABY owls were homeless and nearly orphaned
last week when tree trimmers accidentally lopped off part of
a pine tree in Oak Hills where they were living. But they were
rescued and reunited with their parents the same night,
thanks to the craftiness of some SPCA workers.

On May 4, the SPCA Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation
Center got a call from a homeowner who said workers acci-
dentally cut down a nest inside a tree branch that contained


