
24 hours a day.
When the highway is reopened, traffic will be relegated to

the inside lane and controlled by a traffic light. 
“The goal is to keep the distance between the lights and

the timing of the lights
as short as possible to
minimize delays for
through traffic,” Gafill
reported.

For the past two
weeks, highway offi-
cials have warned that a
5-ton restriction for
vehicles would likely be
imposed, prohibiting
many motor homes,

Louis and Sandra Lum, who live at Ocean and Santa Rita,
discovered the burglary after returning from vacation and
reported it to police March 9. Carmel Police detective
Rachelle Lightfoot said it appeared the their home had been
ransacked during multiple visits by the burglars.
Homeowners across the street also had a few items stolen.
Fraudulent ATM charges indicated the break-ins occurred in
February.

“There were a lot of different things taken,” Lightfoot
said, including jewelry, clothing, furs and expensive belts.
Figuring some of the items must have been fenced, she start-
ed calling pawn shops.

An itemized list sent by a San Bernardino County pawn
shop March 16 rang a bell with Lightfoot, because it indicat-
ed there were “oodles of jewelry pawned,” she said.

“I called the pawn shop, and they said a guy and girl had
been in there,” she said. “They were going to Las Vegas and
supposedly needed some money.”

She learned the man was Joseph Indorato, a 40-year-old
Carmel Valley resident, and the woman was his girlfriend,
Leanne Eastman, 38. 

Lightfoot asked a San Bernardino deputy to photograph
the jewelry in the shop, and when she forwarded the images
to Sandra Lum, “She said, ‘That’s my jewelry!’” 

See BROADWAY page 25ASee ATTACK page 27A

Pictured here on stage in Poland, singer John “Broadway” Tucker is a local treasure whose
music is steeped in the traditions of Chicago blues and Memphis soul. He’ll perform in Carmel
Valley Friday, April 15, and on Fisherman’s Wharf in Monterey Saturday, April 23.

Broadway Tucker celebrates 30 years

■ C.V., Fisherman’s Wharf gigs

By CHRIS COUNTS

FOR MORE than four decades, singer
John “Broadway” Tucker has traveled the
musical highway that leads from Chicago

blues to Memphis soul. Along the way,
Tucker has performed on just about every
stage on the Monterey Peninsula and undeni-
ably established himself as a local treasure.

Tucker’s booming voice and larger-than-
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In celebration of the special day and to help make it perfect, see our 
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PIT BULL TO BE KILLED AFTER ATTACK
By KELLY NIX

A DACHSHUND seriously injured
last Sunday after a pit bull under the care
of the SPCA bit him on the head at a park
in Pacific Grove has been released from
the UC Davis vet hospital, while the larger
dog will be euthanized.

The pit-bull mix, named Heidi, was up
for adoption at an SPCA for Monterey
County booth at Jewell Park April 10 dur-
ing the Good Old Days event suddenly
attacked the dachshund, named Harry.
Both the dogs were on leashes at the time.

“The pit bull grabbed onto his head and
muzzle and just bit,” SPCA executive
director Gary Tiscornia told The Pine
Cone. “Large dogs are very strong, and
Heidi did a lot of damage.”

An SPCA volunteer rushed the dachs-
hund and his owner, Ianna Ennis, to Ocean

View Veterinary Hospital in P.G. where the
dog was given a morphine injection for
pain. But the dog’s injuries were so severe
the clinic couldn’t treat them. The dachs-
hund was then taken to a Santa Cruz vet-
erinary clinic, which also was unable to
treat him.

“Then they went to Davis,” Tiscornia
said. 

Vets at Davis treated Harry for exten-
sive injuries to his jaw, and the dog is
expected to be OK.

“His muzzle was pretty heavily dam-
aged,” Tiscornia said. “He was discharged
from UC Davis with a prognosis for a full
recovery.”

The SPCA is awaiting the veterinary
report from the university’s animal hospi-
tal, Tiscornia said.

Supreme Court to
rule if plastic-bag
bans require EIRs

By PAUL MILLER

AS SEVERAL Monterey County cities consider ban-
ning plastic shopping bags, they’re running into a surprising
and potentially very expensive obstacle: Banning the ubiqui-
tous bags in favor of paper or reusable bags might require an
EIR to ensure the ban won’t do more harm than good.

Because the bans — which are being considered nation-
wide — are intended to protect the natural environment from
being overwhelmed with durable plastic garbage, the idea
that prohibiting use of plastic bags also might harm the envi-
ronment sounds frivolous. At least, that’s what the City of
Manhattan Beach thought when it banned the bags in July
2008 after a cursory environmental study.

But manufacturers of plastic bags struck back, arguing
that paper bags were even worse for the environment and
demanding an EIR to look at both sides of the issue.

In 2009, a Los Angeles County Superior Court judge
agreed with the manufacturers and overturned the Manhattan
Beach ordinance pending completion of an EIR, which can
easily cost several hundred thousand dollars. Later that year,
an appeals court agreed the EIR was needed. Manhattan
Beach appealed to the California Supreme Court, which
agreed to take up the issue. Oral arguments are scheduled in
a San Francisco courtroom for May 4.

According to court documents, Manhattan Beach based
its plastic-bag ban on familiar arguments: That the light-

Pawn shop’s tip leads to major jewelry stash, arrest
■ Police: Ocean Ave. home was ‘cleaned out’

By MARY BROWNFIELD

BURGLARS cleaned out a home on Ocean Avenue
while the owners were out of town, and a parollee has been
arrested for fencing the goods after some of the loot turned
up at a San Bernardino pawn shop, according to police.

By CHRIS COUNTS

JUST A month after a stretch of Highway 1 near Rocky
Creek Bridge fell into the ocean, highway officials
announced this week it could reopen to one-lane traffic
between Big Sur and Carmel as early as April 25. “The
installation of soil nails is 75 percent complete,” said Big Sur
Chamber of Commerce President Kirk Gafill. 

Unfortunately, despite good weather, a slide at Alder
Creek cut off Big Sur from the south again Thursday.

The Rocky Creek project includes hammering more than
200 soil nails (similar to rebar) into the steep hillside where
the highway collapsed. The installation of vertical nails is
complete, and the focus now is on the more difficult task,
which involves sinking nails horizontally into the earth just
below the collapsed section of road.

The contractor of the $2.5 million project is Condon
Johnson & Associates of Oakland. Construction is under way

See BURGLARY page 30A

See BAN page 10A

See ROAD page 30A

Joseph Indorato Leanne Eastman

Highway 1 through Big Sur could reopen April 25
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