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Janice and Richard Skow (above)
spend an incredible amount of time,
energy and money helping people in
a remote, impoverished area of
Kenya. The Segera Mission (upper
right) includes a school with 147 stu-
dents, whose homes can be tiny,
crude shacks (right).

Kenya mission serves people who ‘have nothing’
By MARY BROWNFIELD

HOME IS on Mission Street, but Richard and
Janice Skow spend most of their time in one of the
most remote, and poorest, parts of rural Kenya,
where they operate the Segera Mission, a 26-acre
compound that includes a medical clinic, a school,
food and water supplies and programs aimed at car-
ing for widows and orphans and feeding the hungry.

The overwhelming task leaves them little time
for fundraising, but now realtor Marta Karpiel is
launching an effort to raise money and awareness
for the mission.

She met the Skows at one of her open houses for
an Alain Pinel client. Knowing she was active in
Freedom Fields — a group dedicated to removing

Water district takeover
of Cal Am proposed
■ But is promise of much cheaper water for real?

By KELLY NIX

INSTEAD OF taking its plan for a public takeover of California
American Water directly to voters — who overwhelmingly rejected a sim-
ilar idea five years ago — the group behind the latest attempt to gain con-
trol of Cal Am wants the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District
to buy the water company.

According to a press release from Ron Weitzman, president of Water
Plus, the group “believes that the water district is the appropriate public
agency to purchase Cal Am and that the appropriate time is as soon as pos-
sible.” The water district should even use “eminent domain” if Cal Am
doesn’t cooperate, Weitzman said. 

He predicted that water bills would be vastly lower — $49 per month
on average, instead of $141 — after a public takeover of Cal Am and is
asking for a public workshop with the water board to get started on the
buyout.

However, MPWMD board member Bob Brower said Thursday he’s
skeptical of the idea that buying Cal Am would offer customers drastical-
ly lower water bills.

“It’s a wild assertion that I believe can’t possibly be substantiated by
the math,” Brower said.

In an April 6 proposal to the MPWMD, Water Plus highlighted what it
says are the benefits of the water agency taking over Cal Am, including
more local control. 

“Only through the purchase of Cal Am by a public agency can the

BURGLARY SUSPECT NABBED AFTER PAWNING LAPTOP

Park district offers ‘workshop’
but critics keep up the heat

By CHRIS COUNTS

IN AN effort to move past the controversy over recently retired gener-
al manager Joe Donofrio’s salary and pension, the Monterey Peninsula
Regional Park District offered the public an opportunity to sound off on
the issue Monday at Seaside City Hall.

New park district general manager Jim Sulentich kicked off the work-
shop by identifying a series of “action plan” goals, which he said includ-
ed encouraging strong public participation “in all aspects of the organiza-
tion.”

“The best way to get to the future is to have everybody on board with
our goals,” Sulentich suggested.

But it was clear from the start that some members of the audience
wanted to focus on the past before discussing the future. They took aim at
Donofrio’s salary, which had increased to $350,000 when he retired in
December, and his retirement package, which could pay him as much as
$375,000 in pay and benefits annually. He supervised just 16 employees.

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A 19-YEAR-OLD Mesa Drive resident, Jeremiah
Ostradick, was arrested by Monterey County Sheriff’s
deputies last weekend for selling stolen property to a
pawn shop and burglarizing a neighbor’s house, accord-
ing to Monterey County Sheriff’s Cmdr. Tracy Brown.

“Since his arrest last
week, the neighbor-
hood has been quiet,”
said the alleged victim,
Dr. Neal Harris. “No
more reports of bur-
glaries, no more late-
night mayhem.”

A deputy tracked
down Ostradick March
26 after he tried to sell
an iBook laptop com-
puter to a Seaside pawn
shop.

“Whenever some-
one pawns something,
the store has to take a
thumbprint,” Brown
explained. Ostradick’s
prints were in the crim-
inal justice system because he had been arrested on
drug charges in the past, and after authorities discov-
ered the Apple laptop had been stolen from a home on
Flanders Drive in October of last year, deputy Mark
Flores went to his house.

“Ostradick denied burglarizing that house on
Flanders,” Brown said. “We can’t tie him to that bur-
glary, but we know we have him tied to the possession
of stolen property.”

But, acting on a tip, Flores also questioned him
about the burglary of Harris’ Taylor Road home on
Nov. 15, 2010, in which he allegedly stole a laptop
computer, two cameras and an iTouch worth a total of
$2,500 with the help of a juvenile accomplice who
has already been arrested, according to Brown.

“He is a suspect in numerous other burglaries in
the area,” he added.

Harris, who has known Ostradick since he was

Jeremiah Ostradick

Lagoon beach reopens; Highway 1 still a month away
By CHRIS COUNTS

TWO WEEKS after a manmade channel in the Carmel
River Lagoon sandbar migrated dangerously close to Scenic
Road and damaged the parking lot at Carmel River State Beach,
the scene at the park this week was again idyllic. But public
access to the popular beach is diminished, and the president of
the Carmel River Watershed Conservancy expressed astonish-
ment over what happened, which he blamed on a project
designed to benefit steelhead.

“We have a whole bunch of angry people,” said Lorin
Letendre, president of the CRWC, a nonprofit group committed
to preserving and restoring the river. The group represents a
balance of environmental, residential and business interests,
Letendre said.

“A year ago, there were 37 spaces in the parking lot, and now
there are just 17,” observed Letendre, who met with 5th District
supervisor Dave Potter Thursday over the issue. “We’ve lost a
whole bunch of parking, the bluffs have been undermined, and

I don’t know if the restrooms will survive.”
Every winter, Monterey County Public Works cuts a channel

in the sandbar to prevent the rising water in the lagoon from
flooding nearby homes. This year, things went awry.

Letendre said he’s hopeful that a study will soon be launched
to determine the feasibility of armoring the bluffs holding up
Scenic Road and constructing a flood barrier around the lagoon.
The first phase of the study will look at how such protections
might adversely affect upstream levies, Letendre added.

Public works director Yasdan Emrani, meanwhile, is pleased
with the work his staff did to redirect the channel out to sea in a
southwesterly direction.

“Things have settled down pretty good,” Emrani said.
“Hopefully, we’ve born the brunt of the weather, and things will
be back to normal until the next rainy season.”

State parks superintendent Dana Jones confirmed this week
that the beach and the parking lot are open. Beachgoers can
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