
■ Temporary fix will take ‘at least a month’

By CHRIS COUNTS

A 40-FOOT section of Highway 1 just north of the
Bixby Bridge collapsed Wednesday afternoon, stranding
motorists on both sides of a chasm that opened in the pave-
ment and leading to fears that the vital route could be closed
for weeks or even months. Thursday, Caltrans said a tempo-
rary repair would take “at
least a month.”

Not only will the closure
cut off tourist traffic between
Big Sur and Carmel, it will
prevent hundreds of
Monterey Peninsula residents
from getting to their jobs at
Big Sur’s restaurants, camp-
grounds, hotels, parks,
homes, construction projects
and stores. And it could force
relocation or postponement of the Big Sur Marathon, which
is scheduled for May 1.

The incident occurred about 12 miles south of Carmel,
where the pavement collapsed shortly after 5 p.m. In
response, the California Highway Patrol closed the road,
although pedestrians were briefly allowed to walk along the
inside lane, which was only partly damaged. The outside lane
was gone.

As small crowds gathered at both ends of the gaping break
late Wednesday, one of the onlookers was nearby resident
Bill Nye, who told The Pine Cone he warned Caltrans offi-
cials for at least nine months that the section of highway was
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Between Rocky Creek and the Bixby Bridge, a large section of
Highway 1 gave way Wednesday afternoon, cutting off road
access between Carmel and Big Sur Valley.
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WITH THE manmade channel in the Carmel River Lagoon
sandbar meandering too close for comfort to Scenic Road,
Monterey County workers used bulldozers Wednesday to redi-
rect it toward the south and away from the road.

“As it got closer to Scenic Road, we got concerned,”
Monterey County Public Works director Yazden Emrani
explained.

In addition to moving the river channel, county officials
announced last month they would make a short stretch of
Scenic Road one-way because it is in such a fragile state.

The annual breaching of the sandbar has generated much
controversy as environmentalists and residents have argued
over the best strategy for managing the water level in the
lagoon. 

Environmental activists want the channel cut in a northwest-
erly direction so that young steelhead are not swept out into
Carmel Bay before they are mature enough to survive the con-
ditions. Residents, though, want the channel cut in a south-
westerly direction because they’re worried the channel will
shift dangerously close to Scenic Road — as it did in 2005
— and even cause the road to fail.
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Highway 1 collapses near Bixby BridgeFour teen crash victims
settle lawsuit for $1.5M
■ Big claim against Toyota to follow

By KELLY NIX

THE PACIFIC Grove teenager paralyzed in a 2010 crash
in Skyline Forest has accepted a $1.3 million offer to settle a
lawsuit she filed against the 19-year-old drunken driver, the
teen who hosted the party where alcohol was served before
the crash, and his mother and stepfather. 

Documents filed in Monterey County Superior Court
March 4 show that Chelsie Hill will receive $1,339,500 from
driver Aaron Corn, the teen party host, Christopher “CJ”
Veloz, and his mother, Vicki Courtney, and stepfather, Jim
Courtney. Almost all the money will come from their insur-
ance companies. 

“This is a tentative settlement,” Hill’s attorney, Robert E.
Rosenthal, told The Pine Cone. “It should be finalized in a
couple of weeks.”

Matthew Wheeler, another teen seriously injured in the
wreck, also tentatively agreed to settle with the defendants
for $150,000. 

And two other injured passengers in the Toyota 4Runner,
Ahmad Mahmoud and Eric Miller, agreed to settle their dam-
age claims for $10,000 and $500, respectively, according to
court records.

Hill and Wheeler filed personal injury lawsuits in August
2010 against the three defendants seeking damages for med-
ical expenses, wage loss and loss of earnings as a result of the

County bulldozers 
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City braces for 
tsunami, but big
waves give it a miss
■ John Madden offers play by play

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE TSUNAMI generated by the devastating
earthquake in Japan failed to produce more than a few
waves at Carmel Beach Friday morning, but the alert
served as a real-life drill for the town’s emergency ser-
vices, according to interim Carmel Police Chief Mike
Calhoun.

The activity in town began shortly after 12:30 a.m.,
when news of the monster quake reached Calhoun and
Monterey Fire Chief Andrew Miller. The two conferred
on the best action and decided to put their cities’
respective emergency operations centers on standby.

Calhoun also opted then to close all access points to
the beach and send out an officer to keep an eye on the
shoreline.

But at 3 a.m., with alarm over the tsunami hazard
spreading, other Peninsula cities began embarking on a

$5,000 FEE DISCOURAGES APPEAL OF C.V. PROJECT
By CHRIS COUNTS

WHEN THE Monterey County Planning Commission
reversed course March 9 and voted 5-3 to eliminate the
requirement of a graywater and cistern system for a Carmel
Valley assisted living complex, an appeal of the decision to
the board of supervisors seemed likely.

But a week later, Carmel Valley Association President
Christine Williams said her group is still wavering over
appealing the decision — in large part because of the coun-
ty’s $5,000 fee for appealing projects located outside of the
coastal zone.

“It’s shutting out a lot of people,” said Williams, when
asked about the effect of the appeal fee. “There’s only so
much money people feel like donating to civic causes.”

County planning director Mike Novo said the fee was
implemented to pay for the staff time involved in handling
appeals. Yet despite the fact that the fee is one of the highest
in the state, Novo said it still doesn’t cover all the costs asso-
ciated with appeals, which he said average about $7,000
each.

According to Novo, the fee has been charged since at least
2004, although he said he has only recently received com-
plaints about it. He added that about half the appeals his staff
deal with lie outside the coastal zone and require that the fee
be paid. Appeals along the coast are subject to rules laid
down by the California Coastal Commission, which requires
that they be free.

The assisted living project, called Cottages of Carmel,
includes 78 units on a 4.5-acre parcel at Carmel Valley Road and

By MARY BROWNFIELD

AFTER HATCHING a plan to catch him, Pacific Grove
police officers grappled with a combative suspect — who
was also struggling with his victim’s mother — and had to
tase him to take him into custody Wednesday night on
charges of domestic violence, burglary and making terrorist
threats, according to Cmdr. John Nyunt. 

Ishmael Williams, 42, had apparently been abusing his
girlfriend “for some time,” Nyunt said, and after the couple’s
most recent estrangement, he reportedly sent her text mes-
sages threatening to kill her, assaulted her at her house and
then stole her bicycle, laptop and other possessions during an
altercation that occurred around 2 a.m. March 16. According
to Nyunt, Williams at one point pinned the woman down and
assaulted her in an effort to determine whether she had slept
with anyone.

Combative suspect tased 
at ex-girlfriend’s house


