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By MARY BROWNFIELD

WITH THE impending departure of city
administrator Rich Guillen — who was embroiled
in the sexual-harassment lawsuit that resulted in a
$600,000 settlement paid to former human
resources manager Jane Miller last summer — the
Carmel City Council unanimously voted Tuesday to
issue a “request for proposals” to executive search
firms that might find the right candidate for the job.

“The City of Carmel-by-the-Sea is looking for a
highly qualified consulting firm to conduct recruit-
ment and to develop a selection process that will be
a solid predictor of employment success in appoint-
ing the best candidate for the position of city
administrator,” reads the RFP approved by the
council Feb. 22.

The request also describes the basics of the city
and some of the issues it faces, such as considera-
tion of paid parking to raise money and the possible
merger of its fire department with another agency.
It also outlines the job of the city administrator as
the head of management and finances, reportable to
the council and the mayor.

‘Healing process in mind’
According to the council, any headhunting firm

interested in taking on the task of finding Guillen’s
replacement should outline how it will recruit can-
didates and screen their applications and resumes,
conduct reference and background checks, assess
their qualifications and meet with the council to
identify six to eight finalists.

Former Mayor Ken White said the council
should have the community in mind as it embarks
on the review and hiring process.

“It has been a very difficult time for the council,
for the community, and I would encourage you to
take this project on with a healing process in mind,”
White said. He suggested appointing a group of
employees and several citizens to participate in the
interviewing and provide their feedback to the
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Big changes could be coming to Carmel Point and the Carmel River Lagoon,
including a flood barrier (dotted line) and one-way restrictions on Scenic Road.
The county wants to make the change right away on a short stretch (green arrow),
and may expand it later to include the infamous hairpin curve (red arrow).
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Lagoon barrier, one-way Scenic Road proposed

Children in Dialakoroba, a small village in Mali, gather for the cam-
era of Jon Raggett, whose nonprofit helps build schoolhouses like the
one recently completed in Kokele.

Art sale to pay for Third World schools 
By MARY BROWNFIELD

SINCE ITS creation in 1994, Schools3 has built 52
schools in Mali, Africa, and other needy parts of the
world. Founded by Carmel engineer John Raggett, the
group has very little overhead and makes its dollars go a

long way. On Friday, March 4, it will hold an art sale in
hopes of raising enough to build another one.

“Last year, we built six schools, and we started two
more that are probably done by now, and we are just start-

By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER DECADES of improvised flood man-
agement at the Carmel River Lagoon — and sever-
al major floods that hit an adjacent neighborhood
— an advisory committee has come up with what it
thinks could be a long-term solution: A vinyl flood-
wall along the north side of the lagoon.

And the committee has received a $145,000
state taxpayer-funded grant to study the proposed
barrier, which it says can be built with little harm to
the view.

Larry Hampson, a senior water resources engi-
neer for the Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District, told The Pine Cone this week
that the study will likely begin this summer.
Hampson is a staff member of the Lagoon Sandbar
Management Technical Advisory Committee,
which is endorsing the study. The committee is
made up of representatives from federal, state and
local agencies, as well as technical experts.

According to Hampson, construction of the wall
will cost about $1.3 million. He said it’s too early to
tell precisely where the wall will be placed and how
long it will be.

“The alignment is part of the feasibility analysis,
and the length may be subject to several considera-
tions,” Hampson explained. “If the barrier is
placed along Carmelo Street and the properties bor-
dering the north side of the lagoon, it could be
2,500 to 3,000 feet long.”

Loren Letendre, president of the Carmel River
Watershed Conservancy, is a big supporter of the
project. 

“I think it’s a good idea,” said Letendre, who
lives near Carmel Point. “It solves several problems
with one solution.”

In addition to protecting homes from flooding,
Letendre said the floodwall will benefit the local
environment.

“For some time, there hasn’t been enough water
in the lagoon,” he explained. “From May or June
through October, the level of water in the lagoon
drops precipitously. The rearing habitat for steel-

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE ROAD around Carmel
Point is famously scenic, but also
infamously dangerous, especially at
the hairpin curve overlooking Carmel
River State Beach. Now, a proposal
by Monterey County to make a short
section of Scenic Road between
Valley View Avenue and Carmelo
Street one-way is drawing fire
because residents say it doesn’t go far
enough.

Despite opposition from residents,
who would like to see the entire
stretch of Scenic Road made one-way
from the Carmel city limits to
Carmelo Street, county zoning
administrator Laura Lawrence
approved the mini-one-way project at
a Feb. 10 hearing. In response, resi-
dents are planning to appeal the
decision to the board of supervi-

sors.
According to public works director

Yazdan Emrani, the smaller project is
necessary to reduce pressure on the
edge of road, which he said is “severe-
ly undermined” by erosion. 

“On one occasion, the roadway lit-
erally broke off in front of our eyes,”
Emrani told The Pine Cone this week.

The roads sits atop a sandy bluff
and is “vulnerable to failure,” Emrani
insisted. “It’s a major issue.”

When the eroding stretch of road is
one-way, cars will travel only on the
inland side, where the pavement is
more stable, he said. The change will
also give pedestrians more room to
walk.

According to Garth Beaman,
though, who lives on Scenic Road, the
project fails to address the biggest

Bixby Bridge jumper
ordered to stand trial 
on felony charges

By KELLY NIX

THE MAN who leapt off the Bixby Bridge — right in
front of a patrolman who warned him not to — also threat-
ened a police officer and his family after being arrested for
the stunt, according to testimony at a court hearing last week.

Steve Jester, 46, who base jumped off the bridge Dec. 8,
2010, was ordered by Monterey County Superior Court
Judge Mark Hood to stand trial on three misdemeanors and
two felonies.

“After he was arrested, and it became apparent to him he
was going to be taken to jail, he made threats,” Monterey
County Deputy District Attorney Joe Buckalew told The
Pine Cone Thursday.

Jester’s jump was posted on YouTube Dec. 13 and since
then has received 1.6 million views. In the video, Jester
defies orders by a CHP officer warning him not to jump or
he’ll be arrested.

“Don’t even think about it,” the officer warned, to which
Jester responded, “I’m going to do it anyways.”

Wearing a special parachute, Jester, who appeared very
drunk, leapt from the iconic bridge to the beach below. He
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