
By KELLY NIX

A WOMAN driving a Subaru SUV crashed straight
through the front wall of a Pacific Grove insurance office
Wednesday afternoon but miraculously managed to avoid
killing or seriously injuring anyone.

At about 1:30 p.m., Galina Griffiths of Seaside was
heading West on Lighthouse Avenue when she attempted
to park her Subaru Forester in a diagonal parking space in
front of the Tom McKinney State Farm Insurance office at
716 Lighthouse Ave. 

But something went terribly wrong.
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Somehow an SUV didn’t kill anybody when
it plummeted into an insurance office in P.G.
Wednesday (left). The driver, Galina Griffiths
of Seaside, shown below immediately after
being extricated from her vehicle, was shak-
en but only received minor injuries. 

See GUILLEN page 17A

See JURY page 9ASee CHARGES page 12A

See CRASH page 13A

PHOTOS/KELLY NIX

Guillen 
affair ends
■ City council unanimously 
approves retirement agreement

By PAUL MILLER

AFTER MONTHS of wrangling and controversy, the
end came rather quietly.

At the conclusion of a brief closed session of the Carmel
City Council Tuesday night, and with no more than 25 peo-
ple in attendance, city attorney Don Freeman announced that
city administrator Rich Guillen — whose tenure was marred
by allegations of sexual harassment and workplace discrimi-
nation — would retire.

According to the agree-
ment, Guillen will stay in
office until March 31, or
until a successor is named,
whichever is earlier, and
he’ll receive six months’ sev-
erance and health benefits
from the date of his depar-
ture. 

Guillen and the city also
promised not to sue each
other. And they agreed not to
make any statements to the
news media beyond the few
words released Tuesday
night.

The settlement, negotiat-
ed between city officials and
Guillen over a period of sev-
eral months, was approved
unanimously after a motion
by council members Ken
Talmage and Paula
Hazdovac, Freeman said.
Both steps were seen as clear
signs that even council mem-
bers who had been on oppo-
site sides of the Guillen con-
troversy wanted to stand
together to see it ended and
start working on more press-
ing issues.

“I think a lot of people
are looking forward to mov-

Car plows through insurance co.’s front window
“She whipped into one of those [parking places] and

just never stopped,” Pacific Grove police Sgt. Jose
Figueroa explained. “She went through the drive-thru.”

Griffiths, who was visibly shaken after she was helped
from the car by firefighters about 15 minutes after the
crash, was interviewed by a Pacific Grove police officer,
who determined alcohol and drugs did not play a part in
the accident. 

“She said she doesn’t recall what happened,” according
to Figueroa.
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A dispute over
commissions due
on the sale of art
work from a
local gallery led
artist Gilbert
Marosi to picket
the gallery.

Restaurant operators
won’t face charges

By KELLY NIX

THE FORMER owners of Chez Christine on Junipero
Street who now operate a French restaurant in Pacific Grove
will not be prosecuted for allegedly borrowing tens of thou-
sands of dollars from customers and not repaying them.

The Monterey County District Attorney’s Office told The
Pine Cone that it has dropped its criminal investigation into
Christine and Francis Richard over allegations — by people
in at least three California counties — the French couple

solicited loans from them but
didn’t pay them back.

The pair currently manage
Le Normandie on Lighthouse
Avenue in P.G. 

“The case is closed,”
Chief Assistant District
Attorney  Terry Spitz told
The Pine Cone Monday.
“There is not enough evi-
dence to get 12 people to
unanimously agree there was
a criminal violation.”

In February 2010, The
Pine Cone interviewed numerous former customers of the
Richards who said the couple asked them for loans — as
much as $15,000, according to one patron.

But after giving them money, the customers alleged the
Richards never repaid them, even after making promises to
do so. Several more people contacted The Pine Cone after the
article was published and made similar allegations. 

However, Heather Hardee — the district attorney’s office
investigator who had been investigating the Richards until
going on medical leave several months ago — didn’t have
enough evidence to charge the couple, according to Spitz. 

Furthermore, the DA’s office deemed the loans the
Richards took from their customers were “investments,”
Spitz said.

“These were essentially business transactions,” he said.
“And there was not sufficient evidence to show criminal acts
in these business transactions. Loaning somebody money is
an investment.”

Have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your iPad, laptop, PC or phone. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com

‘Loaning 
somebody 
money is an
investment’

GALLERY PICKETER

CITED FOR TRESPASSING
Rich Guillen

Jane Miller

By CHRIS COUNTS

FOR THE past year, a Los Altos painter and a Carmel
gallery owner have waged a court battle. Now they’re taking
their disagreement to the streets.

Police responded Saturday, Feb. 5, to a 911 call from
Canapo Gallery owner Carlos Porras that artist Gilbert
Marosi was trespassing.

Marosi picketed the gallery for three days, claiming he
hasn’t been paid for work sold at the Capano Gallery, which
is located on the east side of Dolores between Fifth and
Sixth. 

He stood on the sidewalk in front the gallery and held a
sign that said, “Boycott Canapo Gallery,” and cast doubt on
Porras’ business practices.

Marosi told police that during his Feb. 5 protest, Porras
grabbed his sign and threw it on the ground. “He pushed me
and grabbed the sign away from me,” Marosi said.

But it was Marosi who was charged with one count of
trespassing. Police warned him earlier not to enter the gallery
during his protest, but he went inside anyway.

Marosi, though, insisted Porras invited him to come inside
to talk about the dispute.

When asked for his side of the story, Porras simply

Manslaughter verdict
in school DUI accident

By PAUL MILLER

AFTER THREE days of deliberating, a Monterey
County Superior Court jury declined to find a Monterey
woman guilty of murder in the death of a Pacific Grove man
she ran down and killed in Sept. 2008 in front of the city’s
middle school. But the jury, which announced its verdict
Thursday afternoon, convicted Deborah King of Gross
Vehicular Manslaughter While Intoxicated, which could also
bring her a life sentence.

During a two-week trial, prosecutor Steve Somers said
King was high on powerful painkillers, anti-anxiety drugs
and sleep aids when she drove her BMW SUV into Joel
Woods as he picked up his son from school and killed him. 

Because she had five prior DUIs, spent two years in
prison for one of them, had gone through alcohol abuse
classes, and had been repeatedly warned by family members
that if she didn’t stop drinking and driving that “somebody
was going to get killed,” Somers told the jury her actions
amounted to murder.

See GALLERY page 11A


