
■ Basilica reopens for carols

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A DELUGE and a clogged storm drain
caused the Carmel Mission Basilica and adjacent rooms to
fill with several inches of water Sunday night, but firefight-
ers wielding squeegees worked fast and furious, allowing a
Christmas concert to go off as planned — even if a little
damply and a little late.

By MARY BROWNFIELD

WITH HIS son, Matt, serving in Afghanistan, the
last thing retired Carmel Police Chief George Rawson
expected to see at his retirement party was Matt serving
him a piece of cake.

But Rawson’s wife, Laurie, helped arrange for their
son to have leave from the Air Force at Christmas, and he
flew home to be the surprise guest at his dad’s party at the
Carmel Mission Inn Dec. 19.

At the podium at the beginning of the celebration,
Carmel Police Cpl. Steve Rana explained to all the guests
that Rawson’s love of desserts necessitated he have a
sweet snack to tide him over until dinnertime.

■ Redwood falls on cabin

By CHRIS COUNTS

TWO GUESTS at a private campground
along the Big Sur River narrowly escaped death
late Tuesday night when a redwood tree came
crashing down on the cabin they were renting.

“The tree snapped at its base and crushed part
of the cabin,” explained Big Sur Volunteer Fire
Brigade Chief Martha Karstens, who estimated
the tree was about 4 feet in diameter. The night
was rainy and windy as one of a series of Pacific

By MARY BROWNFIELD

GUIDELINES FOR businesses in Carmel call for
using neutral, subdued tones, rather than bright colors. But
since a special shade of teal practically says, “Tiffany,” the
jewelry store at Mission and Ocean in Carmel Plaza can
use its signature color in awnings over its windows, the
city’s planning commission decided Dec. 8. 

Commissioners also approved two new wall signs to
replace the sign hanging above the door. Although the signs
are steel, and design guidelines generally favor wood and
other natural materials, associate planner Marc Wiener said
the new signs would match the stainless steel security doors
and windows on the corner building, and commissioners
agreed.

However, Wiener advised the commission to require the
business to select a color other than Tiffany & Co.’s signa-
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Storm floods Mission, topples tree on campers

See CABIN page 9A
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After a significant weekend rainfall, the Carmel River broke through to the sea
Monday, monitored by a county worker and countless seagulls. See page 9A.

The floor of the Mission is barely elevated above the front
courtyard, and when an outside drain became backed up with
debris, “probably 4 to 6 inches of water went through the

Commission: Tiffany blue not such a bad thing 

See MISSION page 21A See TAX page 24A

■ Businesses told they have to start 
filing annual ‘use tax’ returns 

By KELLY NIX

MILLIONS OF Californians this holiday season
shopped at Amazon.com, eBay and countless other online
out-of-state retailers to avoid paying sales tax. They also
bought things in New York, Europe or Hawaii while they
were on vacation.

But hardly any of them did what they were legally
required to do next: Pay sales tax to California for the value
of the goods brought into the state. 

For 75 years, California has had a law requiring con-
sumers pay a “use tax,” equivalent to the in-state sales tax, on
goods purchased out of state. Today, a Carmel resident who
purchases a tax-free, $1,000 necklace or camera online owes
$82.50 to the state as soon as the purchase is delivered. The

State steps up 
collection of 
long-ignored tax

ture teal for its nine awnings, because the design standards
for Carmel Plaza call for colors that are “muted and blend
in with their natural surroundings,” and the city’s guidelines
recommend avoiding bright and primary colors.

“The proposed aqua-teal color does not appear muted
and has a ‘bright’ appearance that will stand out on this
storefront,” he said in his report for the commission.

Representing Tiffany & Co., architect Brian Congleton
asked the commission to OK the awnings and their color.

See TIFFANY page 15RE

But artificial grass gets four 
thumbs down. See page 23A

Thieves find Peninsula residents are easy prey
By MARY BROWNFIELD

CRIMINALS, OFTEN drug addicts seeking anything they
can sell to get their next fix, are finding easy pickings in
Carmel, Pacific Grove and other areas of the Peninsula, where
people leave valuables lying about and sometimes neglect to
lock their doors.

“They are taking everything: GPS’s, iPods, anything that has
any kind of value,” said Pacific Grove Police Cmdr. John Nyunt,
whose department is investigating more than a dozen car bur-
glaries and thefts that occurred during the past two weeks. 

“We are mainly seeing residential burglaries to second
homes,” said Carmel P.D. detective Rachelle Lightfoot, who is
trying to solve numerous break-ins of homes, businesses and
cars perpetrated since August. 

“Please urge everyone to keep their belongings in a safe

place and be aware of who is coming into their neighbor-
hood,” she said. “If they hear suspicious noises, please call
us, and we will investigate.”

In Carmel, burglars hit a half dozen cars between Dec. 11
and Dec. 20, according to Lightfoot, and several more vehi-
cles just outside the city limits were broken into late last
week — the same timeframe during which numerous cars
were burglarized in Pacific Grove. 

All of the Carmel cars were locked, Lightfoot said, but
they contained valuables like cameras, wallets, bags and gift
cards. She recovered evidence in some of those cases.

In the dozen residential burglaries that have occurred
since August, Lightfoot said many of the homes are left
vacant for much of the year, and the burglars forced their way

See BURGLARIES page 6A
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See SURPRISE page 21A
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At his retirement party Sunday, police chief George
Rawson is served cake by a surprise guest, his son, Matt,
straight from Afghanistan.



Carmel, Pebble Beach and the entire
Monterey Peninsula are always crawling with
celebrities — walking on the beach, playing golf,
shopping for second homes or hanging out in

local shops and
restaurants. Do you
have an interesting
and exclusive celebrity
sighting to report?
Send an email to
m a i l @ c a r m e l -
pinecone.com or call
(831) 274-8653. We
will pay $25 for each
sighting we publish.
Pictures are welcome,
too!
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Annual Storewide

SHOE SALE
20 to 40%Off
December 26 thru 31
ASICS, BROOKS, KEEN, MERRELL, MIZUNO,
MONTRAIL, NIKE, NEW BALANCE, SAUCONY, UGG
S A L E I T E M S L I M I T E D T O S T O C K O N H A N D

111 The Crossroads in Carmel / 624.4112 / Treadmill.com / Mon.–Sat. 10 to 6, Sun. 12 to 5

OPENS
SUNDAY
NOON

open 7 days a week
friday & saturday until 8pm

new location

winter sale
going on now

Largest Selection of  

Fine Furnishings, Home Decor &

Lighting in Northern California

OPPLETON’S
www.poppletonshome.com
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Get your complete Pine Cone by email —
free subscriptions at www.carmelpinecone.com
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Celebrity Sightings!

?

BAILEY LIEBERMAN, 4, is a fetching blend of bor-
der collie and black Lab. Bailey lives in Monterey near
Skyline Forest with her Mom Carol, Dad Marc and sis-
ter, Blue, an, 11-year-old blue tick hound.

Bailey was purchased from a street vendor in
Eugene, Ore., by big brother Josh, who was attending
the University of Oregon at the time. Before Josh left
for Adelaide, Australia, to study the business end of the
wine industry at the state university, he handed Bailey
over  to Mom and Dad. They have so completely fall-
en in love with her they plan on never giving her back.

When we interviewed Bailey at Carmel Beach on
Wednesday morning, Mom Carol chimed in to recount
tales of Bailey’s intelligence and loving nature. Bailey
has a large vocabulary and always picks up on any
planned destination outside the house by the clothing
Mom and Dad choose before going out. If they take
too long getting ready, Bailey gets “a fussy look on
here face” that clearly says, “Get a move on” — but only

in the politest manner possible.
Bailey’s favorite place to sleep is on a chaise longue

in Mom and Dad’s room. In the morning, she bounds
from the chaise to the bed to bestow morning kisses,
then sails through the air again to regain her spot. Blue
sleeps in her bed in the bedroom closet on her back
with legs in the air. Mom fears Blue’s scent has perme-
ated her wardrobe because other dogs she meets on
an outing always greet her with enthusiasm.

Dad takes Bailey running with him at Fort Ord but
keeps her on a leash so she doesn’t attempt to herd
the sheep that are grazing so temptingly there.

Bailey enjoys eating carrots, celery and lettuce with
salad dressing on it, and all toys. The toys, chewed into
total submission, are deposited in the back garden by
tidy Bailey, who has no further use for them.

Best of 
Sandy Claws

By Margot Petit Nichols

Thinking of buying or selling a house 
in the Monterey Peninsula? 

Be sure to use a realtor who advertises 
in The Carmel Pine Cone. 

They care about the community ... 
and they care about you!



December 24, 2010 The Carmel Pine Cone 3A

See DRIVER page 21A

No trial yet for man
accused of running over
principal’s son

Community Partnership.

Our Community. Your Bank.SM

Community meeting rooms and gently-used furniture…our exceptional employee volunteers, your #1 resource…
from shopping bags to water bottles, you asked, we delivered…financial support when and where it was needed most.

Once again in 2010, together, we made it happen.

S I N C E  1 9 8 4 S I N C E  1 9 8 3 S I N C E  1 9 8 4

As gifts are given and received this holiday season 

and 2010 draws to a close, may the hearts of all 

Carmel-by-the-Sea residents be filled with joy 

and hope for our community's bright future.

Happy Holidays,

www.AdamMoniz.com
(831) 601-3320

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE PACIFIC Grove resident accused of driving drunk
and running over a teenage boy who was camping out under
the stars with a friend on a Corral de Tierra property last May
has yet to appear in court to face the charges. After several
delays as prosecutors and defense attorneys conducted their
investigations, a preliminary hearing in the case of Timothy
Petrick should finally be held on Jan. 13, 2011, according to
Monterey County Deputy District Attorney Meredith



See POLICE LOG page 11RE

Pedestrian, passenger
arrested for being drunk

4A The Carmel Pine Cone December 24, 2010

Police &
Sheriff’s Log

HERE’S A look at some of the significant calls logged by
the Carmel-by-the-Sea Police Department, the Carmel Fire
Department and the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Report of an unwanted guest at an inn
on San Antonio Avenue. The subject was contacted and warned.
The subject complied to leave. No further action.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: A citizen reported being harassed by a
person against whom he has a restraining order in place.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Walk-in medical at CFD for a male
complaining of parasites. Patient transported Code 2 to CHOMP.

A D O P T   T O D A Y

Green
           isn’t just our favorite color...

GG

it’s the way we try to live.

Start The New Year with A New Friend
The New Year brings the promise of new beginnings, and 12 yr. old 
Ramona is hoping that means she’ll find her forever home. She’s an 
adorable black and white tuxedo cat who lost her home when her 
owner became too ill to care for her. 

Discounted Adoption Fee Through January 2011
To help more adult cats like Ramona find homes, AFRP is offering 
a special $20.11 adoption fee for cats over the age of eight months 
through the month of January. 

Stop by the AFRP 
Adoption Center and ask to 
meet Ramona today!

LL 333-07CACAACAAL
www.AnimalFrienwwwww. ssccueue..oorgrg

560 Lighthouse rorovoveve

Sponsored by:
Passionfish 
food from the heart

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Ambulance dispatched to the
Crossroads for a female who stumbled. Patient complained of
right wrist pain and numbness. Transported Code 2 to CHOMP. 

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Ambulance dispatched to a Guadalupe
Street residence for a male who was unconscious and unrespon-
sive. Patient transported Code 3 to CHOMP.

Pebble Beach: A 14-year-old female was sexually battered
by a 16-year-old male while in a car on 17 Mile Drive.

Carmel area: Suspects entered victim’s house on Carmel
Knolls Drive and took some items. Work crew showed up to
work and found a sliding door open. Home is under major con-
struction. The house had been ransacked. A flat-screen TV was
missing. No sign of forced entry.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Report of a peace disturbance — fami-
ly members arguing. Parties counseled.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Elderly female reported that her elder-
ly husband was suffering from a medical emergency and he was
somehow locked in the bathroom. Emergency units responded
and assisted the elderly subject out and into ambulance. Subject
was then transported to a local hospital.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Camino Real resident reported the pos-
sible theft or loss of his vehicle’s rear license plate sometime
between three weeks ago and now. Vehicle owner requested
report for replacement plates at DMV.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Passenger of a vehicle on Dolores
Street cited for possession of marijuana.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Driver stopped on Camino del Monte
for a mechanical CVC violation and found to have a suspended

Carmel Pine Cone Sales Staff
Real Estate, Pebble Beach & Big Sur

Jung Yi • (831) 274-8646 • jung@carmelpinecone.com
Carmel, Carmel Valley & Pacific Grove

Joann Kiehn • (831) 274-8655
joann@carmelpinecone.com

Monterey, Seaside, Sand City & Marina
Scott MacDonald • (831) 261-6110

scott@carmelpinecone.com
Obituaries, Calendar, Service Directory, Classifieds

Vanessa Jimenez • (831) 274-8652
vanessa@carmelpinecone.com

Legals, Accounting, Subscriptions
Irma Garcia • (831) 274-8645

irma@carmelpinecone.com

license. She was cited and released, and her vehicle impounded
for 30 days.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Employee of a salon on San Carlos
Street reported a disgruntled customer who returned to the
store to complain about a haircut and demanded a refund.
When the employee advised only the owner could allow the
refund, the customer starting filming the employee. The cus-
tomer then left after yelling at the employee. The employee
then called the police. The owner of the spa requested that
the disgruntled customer not return. The customer was
advised.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Subject reported the loss of jewelry
while patronizing a restaurant on Sixth Avenue in the commer-
cial district.

Pacific Grove: A 39-year-old suspect and a 25-year-old sus-
pect were found in a Bayview home that was
condemned/deemed uninhabitable after being told they would
be trespassing if they returned and occupied it. They were arrest-
ed and released.

Pacific Grove: Person reported an incident regarding a male
adult looking at seductive photos on his laptop at the library. No
suspect information.

Pacific Grove: Victim on Lighthouse Avenue reported two
women in their 50s, wearing black hair-salon, wraparound
smocks, came into her store and took property without paying.
A witness observed the women fleeing in a northbound direc-
tion. No other information was available.

Carmel area: A women living with her elderly parents in
Carmel received an unsolicited letter from an inmate in prison.
The prison was contacted, and it was learned that it is not against
their rules for inmates to send out unsolicited letters in an
attempt to locate a pen pal.

Pebble Beach: Someone damaged a $5,000 bay window by
shooting at it from the roadway with a BB gun.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8

Pacific Grove: Dispatched on a report of a pit bull chasing
deer. During the search, the officer was flagged down by a man
who stated he saw a brown pit with a sweater chasing deer in the
area. A dog matching the description was located in the back of
a black pickup truck. Contacted the owner, who stated she was
getting ready to take her dog for a walk when the dog saw a deer
and bolted from her grasp. She did try to call the dog, but it was
intent on chasing the deer. Advised her of the municipal code,
and she said she would be more careful in the future.

Pacific Grove: Dispatched to a barking dog on Laurel.
Arrived to find a brindle boxer in the front yard that would bark
at anyone who passed the area. Note left for the owner, who
called later. He stated that the dog has been barking more and
more, and everyone who passes is a challenge for the dog to
scare them off. As they pass, the dog thinks he has won and con-
tinues to bark more aggressively. Officer went over ways that he
could keep his dog from being challenged at the fence, as well
as resolve the barking.

Pacific Grove: Report of a suspicious male loitering along
the wood line near by the bathrooms near a preschool on 17 Mile
Drive. The male stares at the young children but does not
approach them or expose himself sexually. An area check yield-
ed no possible suspect matching the description. Close patrol
will be provided in the area during the times the male has been
spotted.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Traffic collision on public property on
Dolores Street. Property damage only.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Lost cell phone found on Scenic Road
and returned to the owner.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Person reported a dog-vs.-dog fight
that occurred at the beach. She stated her dog bit another dog,
but the owner of the dog did not want prosecution. She wanted
this incident documented. She requested no further action.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Person reported that the son of an
elderly female was making suicidal threats and had called
CHOMP for assistance. He was contacted and agreed to go to
CHOMP for mental evaluation after stating he wanted to end his
life.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: A traffic stop was conducted on Ocean

Carmel Mission Basilica
Sat. Mass: 5:30PM fulfills Sunday obligation.

Sun. Masses: 7:30 AM, 9:15 AM, 11:00 AM; 12:45 PM and 5:30 PM
Confessions: Sat. 4:00 to 5:00 PM (Blessed Sacrament Chapel)

Communion Service (Spanish) at Big Sur: Saturdays at 6:00 PM.
3080 Rio Road, Carmel

All Saints’ Episcopal Church
Dolores & 9th, Carmel-by-the-Sea • www.allsaintscarmel.org

8:00 AM Traditional • 10:00 AM* Choral • 5:30PM Spoken
(Evensong - 1st Sun., 5:30 PM)

(831) 624-3883 *Childcare provided at 10AM

Worship
C A R M E L  � C A R M E L  V A L L E Y
M O N T E R E Y  � P A C I F I C  G R O V E

Advertise Your Church Services here
◆ $20 per week ◆

Call The Carmel Pine Cone 
(831) 274-8652

Bible Study at 8:45 and 11:15 AM
Sunday Worship at 10:00 AM • Loving Child Care

Children’s Sunday School at 10:15 AM
Lincoln & 7th, Carmel-by-the-Sea

624-3550 • www.churchofthewayfarer.com

Church of the Wayfarer
(A United Methodist Church)

First United Methodist Church
of Pacific Grove

found at www.butterflychurch.org
Worship celebration @ 10:00 a.m.

“Taking the Risk of Birth”
Rev. Mark R. Wendland

Guest Musicians: Beverly Dekker-Davidson, organ 
& Larry Davidson, trumpet

Dr Norm Mowery will present 
the sermon entitled 

The God Who Sleeps Over
Special music will be provided by 

Marshall Carpenter, Organist in Residence.

9:30 AM Service

Sermon Title Here
The Rev. Minister Name

9:15 AM Pre-service Concert

Placeholder for the musician or group

Multi-denominational

9:30 am Service
“The Heart that Loves”
The Rev. Charles Anker

9:15 am Pre-service Concert
Jos Milton, tenor
Melinda Coffey Armstead piano & organ

Carmel Valley Community Chapel
located in the heart of Carmel Valley Village 

Paso Hondo and Village Dr.

Rev. Rick Yramategui, Pastor
10:30 am Worship Service 

and Sunday School

Upcoming Special Services:
December 24  9:00 pm Christmas Eve Service

(831) 659-2278      www.carmelvalleychapel.org
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S P E C I A L S E A S O N A L O F F E R *

15% off any Spa or Salon Service Sunday throughThursday by mentioning
this offer. Offer valid November 21, 2010 through February 24, 2011.

*This offer not valid with any other offer, discounts or packages

Call today for spa reservations or special winter
accommodation offers at Pebble Beach Resorts.

Resort reservations (800) 654-9300

www.pebblebeach.com

Augustina’s
OCEAN AVENUE
CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

831.624.2403

Find your perfect 
Holiday Dress at
Augustina’s

40% OFF 
All Komarov 
Dresses

Starts Today
One Week Only!

Talk radio host sued for alleged fraud, Ponzi scheme
■ Barbra Alexander defends
herself against lawsuits

By KELLY NIX

THE FORMER host of a nationally syn-
dicated radio program who faces federal
charges of misappropriating funds in an
alleged investment scam defended herself
this week against lawsuits filed by two
investors — including a Carmel woman —
who claim they were bilked out of more than
a million dollars.

In the most recent lawsuit, filed Dec. 15,
Randy Schuyler claims that Barbra
Alexander — the host of radio show
“MoneyDots” and former president of APS
Funding — and her three former business
partners stole $750,000 he gave them to
invest.

Schuyler’s suit, which claims fraud and
breach of fiduciary duty, additionally alleges
Alexander, of Monterey, and partners Beth
Piña of Fairfield, Idaho; Michael E. Swanson
of Seaside and David Shriner used his
money for their own personal gain.

Though she hadn’t been served with
Schuyler’s lawsuit, Alexander said in an
interview with The Pine Cone this week that
“filing [the lawsuit] and actually proving it
are two different things.”

Schuyler’s suit follows a lawsuit filed in
2009 by Helga Pate of Carmel, who alleges
she invested a half-million dollars in
Alexander’s investment company.

“This is essentially a fraud case,” accord-
ing to Pate’s lawsuit, filed in May 2009.
“Barbra Alexander and her codefendants
took in excess of $500,000 of plaintiff ’s
money without any intent of repaying it.”

Without commenting specifically about
either lawsuit, Alexander — who said she
hasn’t been involved with APS Funding
since March — further defended herself.

“There is more to it than meets the eye,”

she said. She also stated “nobody has proved
yet that we have done anything wrong.”

Alexander said she is no longer host of
“MoneyDots.”

Alexander is also being sued by her for-
mer attorney, Hugo Gerstl of Monterey, for
failure to pay him $42,000 in fees and inter-
est. Gerstl had worked for Alexander in the
Pate lawsuit.

However, Alexander said Gerstl — whom
she said had also been representing her for-
mer business partners in the case — erred by
sending all the legal bills to her.

“I have asked him to break it out,” she
told The Pine Cone, “but he hasn’t done it. I
can’t afford to pay for the legal fees of the
other defendants as well.” 

Schuyler’s attorney, John Coniglio,
declined to discuss details of the case but
said he is “proceeding through the litigation
process.”

Federal charges
Prior to Schuyler’s lawsuit, Alexander,

Piña and Swanson were already in trouble
with the feds for alleged fraud.

In October, the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission charged the trio with
misappropriating $2.5 million of about $7
million they raised through the sale of inter-
ests in two real estate investment funds.

Instead, according to the SEC, the trio
“stole investor money to pay themselves $1.2
million and finance “MoneyDots” and other
unrelated businesses unbeknownst to
investors. Alexander even used $200,000 of
investor funds to remodel her kitchen.”

Alexander, Piña and Swanson raised the
money from nearly 50 investors for two
investment funds managed by APS Funding.
They claimed the funds would make short-
term secured loans to homeowners and yield
12 percent annual returns to investors,
according to the SEC’s complaint filed in
federal district court in San Jose.

In his lawsuit, Schuyler alleges he invest-

ed about $753,000 but never saw a return on
his investment. 

“Plaintiff ... believes that this was all part
of a premeditated, intentional scheme to
defraud investors,” according to Schuyler’s
lawsuit.

The SEC further alleges that Alexander,
Piña and Swanson furthered their scheme by
sending monthly account statements to

investors reflecting fictitious profits and, “in
classic Ponzi scheme fashion,” paying out
purported returns that actually came from
new investors.

According to the “MoneyDots” website
— which aired on 34 stations — Alexander’s
show covered a range of topics including,
“how to hide your money around the globe,”
and “how to fight the IRS.”

Yard fires OK in Carmel Valley
THE CARMEL Valley Fire District

announced that, thanks to the start of rainy
season, backyard burns are permitted now
through April 30, 2011. 

Anyone wanting to let yard waste go up in
smoke needs to acquire a free permit from
the department and receive authorization the
day of the fire.

On the day a permit holder actually wants
to set a match to his yard debris, he must
contact the fire department, which will noti-
fy him whether that day has been declared a

“permissive burn day” by the Monterey Bay
Unified Air Pollution Control District.

C.V. Fire officials will grant authorization
to the first 20 permit holders who register
their burns by calling the mid-valley station.
No backyard fires are allowed on Sundays.

Permits are free and can be obtained by
visiting the station at 8455 Carmel Valley
Road in Carmel Valley between 8 a.m. and 5
p.m. Monday through Friday. For more
information or to register a burn, call (831)
624-5907. www.carmelvalleyfire.com

Eden Rue, Ph.D. Educational/Career Assessment and Tutoring
Linda Rue, M.A. Comprehensive College Counseling and Educational Planning

Over 40 years combined experience  

CHART YOUR COURSE
www.Collegeandcareersolutions.com

www.Lindaleerue.com 

831 566 0193
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BURGLARIES
From page 1A

P.G. brokers charged with 
fraudulent mortgage practices 

Artisans’ Interiors
&DESIGN, LLC

Largest Public Home Decorating Showroom 
on the Central Coast with Onsite Workroom

Remarkable selection of Luxury Chenilles,
Velvets, Linen Velvets, Wovens and Mohairs.
Full & partial bolts of French imported and inspired 
patterns. Gorgeous Kashmir Crewels. Beautiful 
remnants for accent pillows and small chair pads. 
Please ask about our Repeat Customer Discount.

SHOWROOM
BOLT ENDS
Now $40 per yard!

392-0699

2 - 20 yard bolts — Originally $120 - $290 per yard.

NEW ARRIVALS!

Designer Detailing Furniture Reupholstering
Slip Covers Drapery Window Treatments
Designer Wallpapers Bedding Ensembles
Headboards   Blinds Shades Carpet

620 & 630 Broadway Avenue, Seaside
Workroom    Showroom   Gallery
M-T-Th-F 10:00 - 4:00  Sat 10:00 - 2:00
www.artisansinteriors.com

By KELLY NIX

TWO PACIFIC Grove sisters faced
civil prosecution this week by the
Monterey County District Attorney’s
Office for alleged fraudulent mortgage
loan practices.

Susana Silva and Deanna Gobert, who
own Estates on the Bay, misled the public
and clients about Silva’s real estate license
status by failing to disclose that the state
revoked her broker’s license six years ago
because she falsified loan documents,
according to the DA’s office.

“Rather than comply with the revoca-
tion order,” according to deputy district
attorney John Hubanks, “Silva and Gobert
continued to broker real estate loans and
falsify loan applications.”

“Based on what I read and what I
know, we are pretty confident the case has
no merit,” said the sisters’ Monterey attor-
ney Bill Daniels. “We are going to defend
these young women and will take it to trial
if necessary.”

The district attorney’s office said it
began investigating the pair in 2009 after it
received complaints of loan fraud and ille-
gal advertising. 

Before she lost her real estate license in
2004, Silva had been the broker for
Estates on the Bay, on 14th Street in
Pacific Grove. After her license was
revoked, Gobert took over the company.

“Although Gobert advised the
Department of Real Estate that her sister
had resigned her corporate position and

sold her shares in their company,” accord-
ing to Hubanks, “the complaint alleges
that Gobert not only permitted Silva to
continue brokering loans, but their com-
pany continued to engage in the same ille-
gal business practices.”

Daniels refuted the claims.
“I don’t think there is any violation,”

he said. “And it is our belief that some of
the significant violations are false.”

According to Estates on the Bay’s web-
site, “the real estate slowdown has made
even the Monterey Peninsula a buyer’s
market. We cannot think of anything more
rewarding then helping someone find
their dream home.”

The civil complaint seeks permanent
injunctive relief directing Silva and
Gobert to comply with the law and con-
sumer restitution, including compensating
clients who were charged commissions
from fraudulent real estate loans or loans
performed by Silva.

Daniels said his clients were in contact
with the DA’s office for six months before
Hubanks issued a press release about the
case. “What puzzles and disappoints me
is rather than respond to my letter,
[Hubanks] went to you guys, the press.”

The sisters also face civil penalties of
as much as $2,500 per day for alleged ille-
gal business practices.  

Anybody with information about
Silva, Gobert, Estates on the Bay or its
employees is asked to contact the district
attorney’s consumer protection unit at
(831) 647-7705.

Speeding stop yields bags of pot
By MARY BROWNFIELD

A TRAFFIC stop on a driver going 40
mph in a 25 mph zone on Ocean Avenue at
11 p.m. Dec. 9 yielded what Carmel Police
Sgt. Paul Tomasi called “the most marijuana
I’ve ever seen come out of a car.” 

After seeing 23-year-old Phillip Rohlik
speeding eastbound on Ocean Avenue in his
gray Mercedes, the officer pulled him over
near Highway 1 and noted “a strong odor of
marijuana coming from the car,” Tomasi
said. Due to that and the fact Rohlik is on
five years’ probation for a past conviction for
being under the influence of a controlled
substance, he had to let police search his car.

“Inside the trunk, they found a backpack
filled with a ton of marijuana,” Tomasi said.
A total of 358 grams — more than three-
fourths of a pound — was packed in a cou-

ple of gallon-size ziplocks and glass jars.
Officers also reportedly found $529 in

cash on him and a “Rambo knife” concealed
between the driver’s seat and the center con-
sole, which constitutes a felony.

After arresting Rohlik, police went to the
Oak Place house where he lives with his par-
ents and awakened them in order to conduct
their search. By then, it was 2:30 a.m.,
according to Tomasi, and in the garage, they
found two more glass jars containing a total
of 240 grams of marijuana, bringing the
grand total to more than 21 ounces.

Tomasi said Rohlik possesses a card
allowing him to use pot for medicinal pur-
poses, but the amount he had far exceeded
the limit of 8 ounces, which also requires a
letter from a doctor. “The guy claimed he
transports the marijuana to dispensaries
throughout the area,” he said.

in in most cases.
“The main things taken are electronics,

flat screens, laptops and Blu Rays, and jew-
elry,” she said. “Other expensive stuff is
left.”

They are also targeting businesses. On
Dec. 15, someone stole the cash register
from a restaurant on Lincoln Street after a
door was left unlocked, and during the night
of Dec. 18 or early morning Dec. 19, a thief
took the 55-pound bronze bust of sculptor
Richard MacDonald that had been left out-
side Dawson Cole Fine Art at Lincoln and
Sixth — the same gallery that had another
valuable sculpture stolen in
October. The bust was valued
at close to $16,000, accord-
ing to Lightfoot.

“Officers did a business
check around 2 a.m. and
noticed it was missing,” she
said. A gallery employee also
reported the theft to police
later that morning.

Almost a dozen victims
reported thefts and burglaries
to P.G. police between Dec.
14 and 20, with the bulk of
them — nine — occurring
the night of Dec. 15 or the
morning of Dec. 16. Eight of
those vehicles were unlocked,
according to police, and the
ninth had its convertible
cover cut.

In addition, thieves stole computers, a
phone system and keys from the Anton Inn
on Dec. 3, someone took a television from a
rental property on Dec. 18, and a suspect
tried to break into a Lighthouse Avenue busi-
ness Dec. 19 or 20 but failed to get through
the window or the back door.

Nyunt said parolees, drug addicts and

gang members are hitting his city and other
Peninsula locations, because they know the
prey is easy.

“Hey, everybody knows to come to
Carmel and P.G., because people don’t lock
things up,” he said. “A lot of times, what they
do is come to visit the oceanfront and so
forth, but also they come to do nefarious
things.”

On Dec. 12, police chased down and
arrested 31-year-old Seaside resident
Francois Williams after he ditched his car in
the area of Asilomar and Arena during a traf-
fic stop, according to P.G. Cmdr. John
Miller. They discovered he was a parolee and
arrested him for DUI, an outstanding war-
rant for violation of parole, possession of
black tar heroin and resisting arrest. Officers
also arrested his 40-year-old female passen-

ger, Shauna Wimp of
Marina, for being drunk in
public.

An increased gang pres-
ence in P.G., although still
minor, may be due to
greater pressure on gang
members in Salinas. “It’s
like squeezing the balloon,”
Nyunt said. “They’re
squeezing them in Salinas,
so they have to go some-
where.”

And criminals’ drug
addictions drive them to
steal, too.

“People lose that whole
moral compass,” he said.
“They feel good, and they’ll
do anything to get that fix.

They’ll steal anything, as long as they can
get their next score.”

Nyunt urged people to take all valuables
out of their cars, lock their doors, use alarms
and alert police to any problems or suspi-
cious circumstances.

“We only can do so much,” Nyunt said.
“And we rely on our citizens to care for their
property.”

Francois Williams

MONTEREY COUNTY Registrar of
Voters Linda Tulett, 43, was arrested on sus-
picion of drunken driving shortly before 1
a.m. Sunday, Dec. 19, after a Pacific Grove
police officer pulled her over on David
Avenue for speeding, according to PGPD
Cmdr. John Nyunt.

“She showed objective symptoms of
intoxication and was right at the [DUI]
limit,” he said.

Tulett, who lives on Funston Avenue in
P.G., was taken to the police station and held
there until sober. She was released just after
4 a.m. with a citation to appear in court on
the charge.

Enforcers out in force
A recent series of serious injury and fatal

accidents involving drunken drivers has
shocked the community, and Tulett’s arrest
serves as a reminder that police are out in
force patrolling the streets for DUIs during
the holidays. 

In a ramped-up effort that began last
Friday and runs through the New Year’s
weekend, every available officer is on the
road hunting for drunken and drugged dri-
vers throughout the county. Last year’s Avoid
the 18 campaign brought in 117 DUI sus-
pects, and one person died in a crash that
involved alcohol.

The statewide taxpayer-funded crack-
down is paid for by the California Office of
Traffic Safety through the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration and is the
largest such effort in the country.

County registrar dinged for DUI

At Vandervort Court, San Carlos Street, Suite E (between Ocean and 7th Ave.)

Carmel, CA 93921• www.jarilynsparetreat.com

JARILYN’S SPA RETREAT
– A PERSONALIZED SKIN CARE SPA –

“GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE”

All cancer survivors, Carmel River PTA members and senior citizens 
receive 10% off for all pampering treatments.

Because YOU deserve It! Call (831) 238-0977 for an appointment now!

HOLIDAY SPECIAL!!
Buy one facial and receive the second facial for 50% OFF.

You deserve a treat, don’t you? Now you can make a choice!
Complimentary 3-in-1 Microdermabrasion OR Anti-aging natural plants based intensive
peel with any facial. For more information please visit us at www.jarilynsparetreat.com

Pure 24K Swiss gold anti-aging • Firming and lifting facial • Euro-stone and 

jade aromatherapy facial • European hydrating facial • Cell renewal anti-aging facial 

• Anti-redness facial • Purifying facial • Gentleman’s facial



Mic/Jam - bring your instrument, voice, and share with other creative
types in the village. 9 Del Fino Place, Carmel Valley.

JJaann..  1155  --  Created and directed by LLuuiiss  BBrraavvoo, FFoorreevveerr  TTaannggoo fea-
tures a world-renowned cast of dancers and musicians who bring an
intoxicating sense of excitement and passion to the stage. Through
music, dance and vignettes, the production traces the tango’s color-
ful history from its beginnings in turn-of-the-century Buenos Aires bor-
dellos to its acceptance into high society. Now Featuring Cheryl
Burke, 2-Time Dancing with the Stars Champion! (831) 372-8300,
www.goldenstatetheatre.com.
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TIS THE SEASON
FOR GIVING!
We are very blessed to

be in a wonderful giving
Community.  I am thank-
ful for a talented, kind,
and  caring dental team.  I
appreciate the loyal
patients we have the priv-
ilege to care for.  It is this
environment in our office
where we can help give.
Presently in our office we
are supporting The Food
Bank for Monterey
County, a Member of
Feeding America, which
serves one-fifth of
Monterey County’s popu-
lation, providing  over 6
million pounds of food
annually to Monterey
county residents. Accord-
ing to “Hunger America
2010” an estimated
88,700 people including
40,000 children are
served each year by the
food bank for Monterey
County.

Please help give, if
you are in the neighbor-
hood please visit our
beautiful office and help
us give to the food bank.
The donation barrels are
in our reception area.  We
love seeing new faces.

The dental team of Dr.
Lois Lagier is dedicated
to providing you with
state-of-the-art dental
care in a comfortable
atmosphere.  Let us care
for you!

Lois Lagier D.D.S.
550 Camino El Estero

Monterey, CA
(831) 649-4149

YOUR 
DENTAL
HEALTH

Presented by
Lois Lagier, D.D.S.

COMING TO TERMS
When it comes to selec-

tion carpeting, it helps to be
familiar with some common
terminology. Cut pile is the
classic carpet that has a
smooth, velvet-like texture
that lends a plush feel to a
room. The longer the yarns,
the more luxurious the feel.
For high-traffic areas, hard
twist (also known as frieze)
carpets provide much the
same soft texture, but its
tightly twisted yarns are less
likely to fray and show foot-
print patterns. Cut-and-loop
pile features yarns that are
alternately cut and left
looped. This adds subtle tex-
ture and pattern underfoot,
and hides wear and tear.
Loop pile, with it nubby tex-
ture, has no frayed ends to
show footprints. It is best
used in high-traffic areas.

Our ideas for floor cover-
ings are only half of why
we’re so good at what we do.
The other half includes our
attention to details, along
with our commitment to only
handle the finest products
from the finest manufactur-
ers. Whether you’re looking
to do a little or a lot, one
room remodeling or new
house construction, we’re
not satisfied at CARPETS &
FLOORS, INC. until you are.
You can always rely on all of
us to do our utmost to ensure
your complete satisfaction
with your new floors because
only our very best will do.

HINT: Berber loop pile
traditionally features neutral
colors, owing to the fact that
each looped yarn is a blend
of a natural, undyed fibers.

Time is running out. For only a few more months, your purchase of select 
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades may qualify for a U.S. federal tax credit of up to 
fi fteen hundred dollars. That’s a potential savings of up to $250 per shade*. Not to mention 
reducing energy loss at the window by up to 50%†, which can help lower heating and cooling 
costs. Federal tax credit opportunity ends December 31, so contact us today!

DON’T
MISS YOUR 
WINDOW OF 
OPPORTUNITY!

THIS
INCREDIBLE
TAX CREDIT 

OPPORTUNITY 
ENDS

DECEMBER 31, 
2010.

* Based on the MSRP list price of an average-sized Duette Architella 1¼" opaque shade with the UltraGlide® Top-Down/Bottom-Up lifting 
system. † Energy savings based on inside-mounted shades in all windows. Savings vary with such factors as specifi c Architella fabric, 
window R-value and climate. For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, see the Manufacturer’s Certifi cation 
Statement and FAQs at hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. Consult a tax professional regarding 
your individual tax situation and ability to claim a tax credit related to the purchase of the qualifying Duette Architella honeycomb shades. 
© 2010 Hunter Douglas. ® Registered trademark of Hunter Douglas.

Paul’s Drapery
160 18th St

Pacific Grove CA
Open Monday - Friday

10am-6pm
831-372-4421

paulsdrapery.hdwfg.com

19080

Wishing
Everyone 
a Happy 

New Year!

626-SKIN
301 Mid Valley Center • Carmel

New laws: License plates, video cameras and moving billboards
By MARY BROWNFIELD

AS DRIVERS celebrate the New Year, they are also
required to find out about the latest laws their state legisla-
tors and Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger put on the books dur-
ing the past 12 months, many of which take effect Jan. 1,
2011. To give people a fighting chance at knowing the rules
so they can avoid being stopped and ticketed for violating
them, the CHP highlighted several of the new laws “designed
to make California roadways safer for travelers, regardless of
their mode of transportation,” according to CHP
Commissioner Joe Farrow.

■ Would-be motorcycle riders under the age of 21 must
complete a safety course administered by the CHP before
they can be licensed.

■ License plates must be “mounted parallel to the ground
so the characters are upright and display from left to right.”

■ The yellow “clean air access” stickers, issued to the
owners of hybrid vehicles so they can drive in carpool lanes,
were supposed to expire Jan. 1 but received a six-month
extension, while the white clean-air stickers, for “super low-
emission vehicles” will be valid until Jan. 1, 2015.

■ Apparently a lot of people are installing video cameras
inside vehicles to keep an eye on drivers’ performance, TThhrroouugghh  DDeecc..  2244  --  GGiifftt  tthhee  BBlluueess!! For Carmel-area shoppers and

Blues music lovers, the nonprofit Monterey Bay Blues Festival is offer-
ing some holiday hours and packages. Through Dec. 24, the lobby
gift shop at 1201 Echo Ave., Seaside, will offer special Anniversary
prices from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, or gifts can
be ordered online at our website: www.montereyblues.com. 

DDeecc..  2244--2266,,  3300  Fine wine, great food and live music at TTeerrrryy’’ss
rreessttaauurraanntt  &&  lloouunnggee  aatt  tthhee  CCyypprreessss  IInnnn this Friday - Sunday, Dec. 24-
26, 7 to 10 p.m. and Thursday, Dec. 30, from 6 to 9 p.m. Dinner 5
to 10 p.m. 15 percent off during Yappy Hour, Monday - Friday, 4:30
to 6 p.m. Lincoln & 7th, Carmel-by-the-Sea. (831) 624-3871

DDeecc..  2255 - BBiigg  SSuurr  LLooddggee  CChhrriissttmmaass  DDiinnnneerr  BBuuffffeett, Saturday, Dec.
25, 4 to 8:30 p.m. Adults $36, Kids $16. Big Sur Lodge, Pfeiffer Big
Sur State Park, 47225 Highway One, Big Sur. (831) 667-3100,
(800) 424-4787.

DDeecc..  2255 - The 25th Annual FFrreeee  CChhrriissttmmaass  DDiinnnneerr will be held at
the MMoonntteerreeyy  CCoouunnttyy  FFaaiirrggrroouunnddss on Christmas Day, Saturday, Dec.
25. A complete holiday dinner will be served in the Monterey Room
from 12:00 noon until 3 p.m. There will be musical entertainment,
toys for children, and Santa Claus will make a guest appearance
with lots of holiday cheer. Volunteers are now needed to help with
the organizing of the event, (831) 649-3124. For money, turkey and
ham donations, please call Rich Hughett at (831) 757-5709. This
annual dinner is free and everyone is invited to share the spirit of the
holidays!

DDeecc..  3311  --  FFiirrsstt  NNiigghhtt  MMoonntteerreeyy  22001111,,  Friday, Dec. 31, 2010,
“Imagine Create Participate.” Admission buttons now on sale. 2255
vveennuueess,,  7700  PPeerrffoorrmmaanncceess,,  66  aarrtt  ssttaattiioonnss,,  33  aarrtt  eexxhhiibbiittss,,  aanndd  aa  ppeeoo--
ppllee’’ss  pprroocceessssiioonn!!!!  9 Hours of fabulous Art, Music and New Year’s
fun all the way into the new decade. Adults $20 ($25 on Dec. 31),
Children $12 ($15 on Dec. 31). Family packs available. Purchase
buttons at all Monterey County Safeway stores, Walgreens (down-
town Monterey), Nob Hill Foods (Monterey & Salinas), Monterey
Visitor Center, The Works (Pacific Grove), Monterey Art Museum, or
online at www.firstmonterey.org .

DDeecc..  3311  &&  JJaann..  11--55  PPllaazzaa  LLiinnddaa  hhaass  lliivvee  mmuussiicc for you this Sunday
while you dine. Friday & Saturday 12/24 & 25 - Closed for
Christmas; Sunday 12/26 4:30 - 7:30 p.m. - Tamas Marius horn
player extraordinaire; Monday & Tuesday 12/27 & 28 from 5-6
p.m. - Happy Hour; Wednesday 12/29 from 7-9 p.m. - Open

Calendar
To advertise, call (831) 624-0162 or email

vanessa@carmelpinecone.com

because the law now permits them to be mounted on the
inside of the windshield (“in a 7-inch square in the lower cor-
ner of a vehicle windshield on the passenger side, or a 5-inch
square in the lower corner of the vehicle windshield on the
driver’s side, outside of an airbag deployment zone, or in a 5-
inch square in the center uppermost portion of the interior of
the windshield”). But video-equipped vehicles that record
sound must also contain visible notices advising occupants
they might be recorded.

■ Law enforcement officers will have their own version
of the Amber Alert, which heretofore has alerted the public
about missing children via highway billboards and the emer-

gency broadcast system. A Blue Alert will be issued if a sus-
pect at large has killed, seriously injured or assaulted a police
officer. “It’s important to catch a cop-killer immediately,”
said State Sen. George Runner of Antelope Valley, who
authored the new law, as well as the 2003 Amber Alert
statute.

■ Cities and counties will now have the authority to reg-
ulate mobile billboards — defined by a new state law as
“advertising displays that are attached to wheeled, mobile,
non-motorized vehicles that carry, pull or transport a sign or
billboard and is for the primary purpose of advertising.” They
can also be towed if left in an unauthorized area.

MOTORCYCLE FANS and others who appreciate beau-
tiful machines can purchase discounted tickets to the third
annual Quail Motorcycle Gathering set for Saturday, May 14,
2011, at Quail Lodge in Carmel Valley, as long as they place
their orders by Dec. 31. Held for the past two years during
Mother’s Day weekend, the event was shifted to a week later
to better accommodate aficionados and their families.

The 2011 show’s theme will be 100 Years of the Isle of
Man TT Races, with rare, classic and unusual motorcycles on
exhibit. The Isle of Man TT is one of the most famous road
races in the world, having tested racers’ skills for more than
a century on a harrowing 37.75-mile course that has claimed
hundreds of lives and showcased the incredible talents and
courage of many riders.

Also new at the Quail Motorcycle Gathering this year,
concours-style judging will determine which entries best rep-
resent their classes. 

Bonhams & Butterfields will auction interesting bikes
and memorabilia. Manufacturers, dealerships and other ven-
dors will set up shop around the show field, and the culinary
team at Quail will prepare an all-American barbecue lunch.
In addition, two motorcycle rallies — one for vintage (pre-
1974) motorcycles, the other for modern bikes — on Friday,
May 13, will include a scenic ride, lunch, laps around the
world-famous Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca and an invita-
tion to exhibit on the field. For more information visit
www.quaillodgeevents.com or call (877) 734-4628. 

Quail Motorcycle 
tickets on sale

Pe
bb

le
 B

ea
ch

 r
ea

ds
 

T
he

 P
in

e 
C

on
e



8A The Carmel Pine Cone December 24, 2010

Established 1974

394-7221 • www.aandrplumbinginc.com
LIC. NO. 300628

WORKING HARDER. SUCCESSFULLY. HONESTLY. QUIETLY. GRATEFULLY.

’10’08’06 ’09

Highway 1 South to the Mouth of Carmel Valley Rd.

B R I N T O N ’ S  C O U P O N

One Item at Regular Price!
20% Off

103-year-old may be victim
of elder financial abuse
■ Attorney investigates
possible impropriety

By KELLY NIX

AN INVESTIGATION is under way
into possible financial abuse of a 103-year-
old Pacific Grove woman who made news in
2005, when she was removed from her run-
down oceanfront home amid allegations a
relative stole a mint in precious coins from
her estate.

Not long after Lillian King was found to
be living in squalid conditions in her multi-
million Sunset Drive house five years ago,
police investigated the theft of scores of
valuable gold and silver coins from her $6.5
million estate. King’s grand niece later
admitted taking some of them.

Since then, King has led a more stable
life. She receives 24-hour care at another
Pacific Grove home, and longtime friend
Nader Agha is conservator of her estate.

But according to documents filed in
Monterey County Superior Court in October
by Carmel attorney Al Nicora — who was
appointed by a judge in 2006 to be King’s
guardian ad litem — King may have been the
victim of financial abuse again.

“As this court is aware,” Nicora wrote in
a court document, “I am undertaking an
investigation concerning certain allegations
of financial impropriety which have arisen in
this case.” 

Nicora, who declined to discuss details of
the case, did not disclose possible suspects
but wrote that his investigation is near com-
pletion and that he would file his report “in
camera” — privately with the judge —
which prohibits the public from reviewing it.

Making the allegations public, he said,
“may compromise the proposed civil litiga-
tion and may have a negative impact on the
ongoing criminal investigation.”

It’s unclear how long the investigation has
been under way, although Nicora indicated
in March that he had information that “Mrs.
King’s legal rights have been compromised.”

In 2009, a Monterey private investigator,
Karen Villars, hired by Agha, told The Pine
Cone she had new information — including
a suspect in the case — that could lead to the
recovery of some of King’s coins. Villars
said she would forward the results of her
investigation to police.

Based on Villars’ information, Pacific
Grove Police Cmdr. John Nyunt said detec-
tives looked into possible impropriety,
though it’s not known if Nicora’s investiga-
tion is related to the PGPD inquiry. But
police didn’t find much, Nyunt said.

“It’s more of a civil issue than anything ...
concerning people who were in charge of the
trust,” he explained. “The district attorney’s
office looked at it and said there’s nothing
criminal here.”

Monterey County chief assistant district
attorney Terry Spitz confirmed the DA’s
office looked into the case but didn’t find
enough evidence to charge anybody.

Court records indicate King’s immediate
family as a niece and a nephew. In July 2007,
her nephew resigned as the conservator of
her estate and Agha — who owns the
Holman Building in Pacific Grove —  was
appointed the estate’s general conservator.

In 2005, after police found King was liv-
ing in terrible conditions at her oceanfront
home, the building was condemned and she
was placed into into the care of the county’s
adult protective services. She eventually
moved into the other P.G. house.

It costs King about $200,000 per year for
24-hour home care, and she pays tens of
thousands of dollars per year in legal fees.

More than $2 million in coins were stolen
from King. Her grand niece, Cynthia Hurley
— who lived on King’s P.G. property at the
time — pleaded no contest to taking some of
them. Hurley served some time in jail and
was released.

About $500,000 in precious coins were
also stolen from a storage unit in Monterey.
An attorney working for King filed suit
against the storage company, which settled
the case out of court this year.

The coins have never been recovered.

Girls’ hoopsters take home top prize
at Lady Cougar Classic in Felton

By CHRIS COUNTS

EASILY ROUTING its three opponents,
the Carmel High School girls’ basketball
team took first place in last weekend’s Lady
Cougar Classic at San Lorenzo Valley High
School in Felton.

The Padres whipped Sobrato High of
Morgan Hill 70-47 in Friday’s opening
round. “We had outstanding performances
all around,” coach Jim Nakamura offered.

Jule Muegge — who took home the tour-
nament’s Most Valuable Player Award —
dominated Sobrato High. She poured in 26
points, grabbed eight rebounds, dished off
five assists and grabbed eight steals — while
sitting out much of the second and fourth
quarters. Her play was complemented by
Kaylee Vandenberg, who grabbed 10 boards,
and Sarah Anderson, who knocked down
five of nine three-point attempts.

The Padres overcame a slow start before
cruising to a 66-50 victory against
Watsonville High in Saturday’s semi-final
game. Muegge again led the way, scoring 21
points. 

She also got to the free throw line at will,
making good on eight of 11 shots from the
charity stripe. Anderson, meanwhile,
excelled at both ends of the court, swiping

the ball four times and adding five assists.
In Sunday’s final, Carmel High jumped

out to a 18-6 lead and never looked back.
Muegge again tallied 21 points, while
Anderson tossed in another 10. Muegge and
Anderson were named to the all-tournament
team.

After losing two of their first three con-
tests, the Padres (5-2) have won four straight.
Next up for Carmel High are Burlingame
High (Dec. 28) and Strathmore High (Dec.
30).

■ Wrestlers look sharp 
in Berkeley

At the Berkeley Duals last Saturday,
Richie Rodrigues capped off a perfect 5-0
day by pinning his last opponent in just 11
seconds, a tournament best. Also excelling
were Kevin Jasper, Jack Carmineta, Josh
Querfurth and Conner Moneyhamm — each
recorded four wins at the day-long tourna-
ment. “The team looks sharp, our technique
looks good and the boys are wrestling
tough,” said Russell Shugars, the Padres’
wrestling coach.

Next week, Carmel High travels to Reno,
Nev. for the Sierra Nevada Classic.

18B OPPORTUNITIES

WYLAND GALLERY CARMEL - now accepting buyers,
experience preferred but not required, (will train if necessary).
Must be looking for beautiful, collectable art at 
unbelievably low prices. Come in now and take part in 
our “Holiday Name Your Price Sale” (certain restrictions apply) 

Now showing 11 different Artists. Don’t lose out!!
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New sandbar plan generates little opposition, shows early promise
By CHRIS COUNTS

WHEN THE Carmel River Lagoon
began rising during last weekend’s storms, it
only took Monterey County Public Works a
few minutes to start the river flowing to the
sea, thanks to a new strategy that didn’t leave
most of the work until the last minute.

County workers used bulldozers Monday
to help remove a “plug” from a channel in
the sandbar that separates Carmel River
Lagoon from the ocean. The channel, which
was carved out four weeks ago by public
works, is typically cut in December or
January to relieve pressure from the lagoon,
which swells with water during and after
winter rains. 

In previous years, the annual “breaching”
of the sandbar has generated much contro-
versy as environmentalists and residents
have argued over the best strategy for man-
aging the water level in the lagoon. 

Environmental activists have urged the
county to cut the channel in a northwesterly
direction so that young steelhead are not
swept out into Carmel Bay before they are

mature enough to survive. 
Nearby residents, though, have encour-

aged the county agency to cut the channel in
a southwesterly direction, because they’re
worried the channel will shift dangerously
close to the sandy bluffs that support Scenic
Road — which it did in 2005.

This year, though, despite the fact that no
permits exist for the work, there has been
remarkably little contention. After consult-
ing for the past year with the National
Marine Fisheries Service and the Carmel
River Steelhead Association, public works
did much of the construction of the channel
nearly a month ago, cutting a 500-foot long,
20-foot wide path in a direction slightly
north of west.

Once the initial effort was complete, all
that separated the lagoon and the ocean was
a 9-foot-high sand barrier — also known as
a “plug” — that could easily be removed.

According to public works director
Yazden Emrani, the strategy attempts “to
maintain the contour and shape of the chan-
nel,” thereby decreasing the possibly it might
push dangerously to the north. 

After laying out a path and carving a
channel, public works waited until the
lagoon hit its flood stage of 9.5 feet above
mean sea level, which it did Monday. In
response, a notch was cut in the middle of
the plug, which provided nature with all the
encouragement it needed. 

Water from the lagoon soon pushed
through the sand barrier and connected the
lagoon to the sea. 

Bulldozers, meanwhile, will periodically
be used to push sand north toward the chan-
nel to maintain its slight northwesterly direc-
tion, Emrani explained.

Emrani is encouraged by what’s been
seen so far. “It’s looking good,” he said
before adding, “Knock on wood.”

While the work by the county agency has
attracted little attention from environmental
activists or residents, the local seagull popu-
lation seemed quite fascinated by the project.
Countless numbers of the birds descended
upon the area Monday, and hundreds of them
lined up along the channel’s sandy bluffs.
According to a county employee who was
surveying the scene, “I’ve never seen this
many seagulls here before.”

PHOTO/CHRIS COUNTS

To prepare for win-
ter storms, Monterey
County Public
Works began con-
struction last month
on a channel in the
Carmel River
Lagoon sandbar. 

CABIN
From page 1A

storms moved onshore.
Six Big Sur volunteer firefighters and

one sheriff’s deputy responded to the camp-
ground at about 12:45 a.m. Dec. 22 to rescue
the couple from the wreckage. “They weren’t
really trapped — they just needed a little
assistance getting out,” Karstens said.

While the man appeared to suffer only
minor injuries, Karstens said the woman may
have broken her pelvis. She was placed on a
backboard as a precaution.

Karstens — who said the couple was
playing Scrabble when the tree fell down —
suggested the people were very fortunate to
survive the accident.

“It was their lucky day,” she added. “If the
tree had fallen two feet in either direction,
they might not be alive.”

The incident occurred at Riverside
Campground and Cabins, which is located
on Highway 1 about 24 miles south of
Carmel. The man and woman — whose
names were not released — were taken by
ambulance to Community Hospital.

Lots of rain, little damage
Aside from the redwood falling on the

cabin — and a few brief road closures and
power outages — Big Sur residents came out
of last week’s storm in pretty good shape. 

“It was amazing,” reported Kate Novoa,
who lives high atop a ridge on Big Sur’s
south coast. “The storm hardly did anything.
We really dodged it.”

Novoa, who keeps the world informed
about many Big Sur topics through her blog
(bigsurkate.wordpress.com), recorded about
nine inches of rain over the past week. She
said another resident nearby recorded about
11 inches.

Get your complete Pine Cone by email —
free subscriptions at

www.carmelpinecone.com
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Merchants celebrate holiday
season with strong sales

Happy Holidays 
          from the Hollisters!

A continuing care retirement community of 
California-Nevada Methodist Homes

RCFE lic # 270700245 COA #050 

551 Gibson Avenue,  Pacific Grove, CA  93950  
(831) 657-5200    Toll Free (866) 657-4900    

www.foresthillmanor.org

I t’s the third holiday season for Ted and Georgia Hollister at 
Forest Hill Manor and they’re celebrating it with a new resident 

Cairn Terrier, Veronica. This has been an eventful year. After they lost 
their pet friend Derek, they decided that another Cairn would be the 
best way to welcome the holidays and Veronica became an instant  
favorite. She’s now very much a part of the Forest Hill Manor family  
of friends.

Ted says, “We could not have asked for more. This year, we’ve grown 
accustomed to having great entertainment, dining equal to any restaurant 
in the area, and, we have the freedom to spend time doing what we 
like best, volunteering, playing golf and visiting with friends.”   

What a way to enjoy life! And now that the health center is Medicare 
certified, their health needs in the future are assured too. As the  
Hollisters say, “You’ll relieve your kids of the responsibility to make 
major decisions. You’re in charge.” That kind of peace-of-mind is one 
of the best Christmas presents you can give.

Drop in during the holidays and greet Veronica and the friends at  
Forest Hill Manor. For information and to arrange a private tour, call 
(831) 657-5200 or toll free 1(866) 657-4900.

By CHRIS COUNTS

BUSINESSES AROUND the country
are reporting strong holiday sales, and stores
in Carmel-by-the-Sea are no exception,
according to interviews with local mer-
chants.

Heather Howe, who manages the New
Masters Gallery, was enthusiastic about the
business downtown Carmel has attracted this
holiday season.

“Things are way up,” Howe explained.
“Last year at this time, we were in dire
straights. Now we’re on an amazing  roll. I
can’t tell you how much better we feel right
now.”

“I’m always trying to take the pulse [of
the local economy], and my general feeling
is that people are doing better than they were
last season,” said Monta Potter, the CEO of
the Carmel Chamber of Commerce. “In gen-
eral, things are up a tick.”

After talking with The Pine Cone
Wednesday, Potter sent out an email to cham-
ber board members asking them if business
this holiday season is better than it was last
year. The results of the survey were very
encouraging.

“I got really positive feedback,” Potter
reported. “A couple of realtors said business

Pet-friendly inn stages 
calming concert for dogs

By CHRIS COUNTS

HUMANS have long used music to help
them relax, so it should come as no surprise
that dogs are getting in on the action — par-
ticularly in canine-friendly Carmel.

To help raise awareness
for Doris Day’s latest pet
project, classical pianist
Lisa Spector will perform
a free concert at the
Cypress Inn Sunday, Dec.
26.

The Cypress Inn, which
is co-owned by Day, is
famous for its welcoming
attitude toward dogs.

A graduate of the pres-
tigious Julliard School,
Spector will play classical
music specifically
designed to relax dogs.

“Seven years ago, I was
raising puppies to be guide dogs,” Spector
explained.” I had a very rambunctious puppy,
and I was looking for ways to keep him calm.
I realized that certain kinds of music
worked.”

Later, Spector met sound researcher and
music producer Joshua Leeds, and the two
began a collaborative project to create a
series of musical CDs for dogs. Under the
banner of their business — “Through A
Dog’s Ear” — the duo has recorded and pro-
duced five CDs.

According to Spector, dogs find it diffi-
cult to relax for many of the same reasons as
humans. “For the most part, dogs need to
adapt to our world, which overloads our
senses,” she said.

But unlike people, a dog can’t distinguish
between a safeguard — like a group of chil-
dren playing — and a potentially unsafe
sound — like a gunshot. Confused, dogs
begin to bark.

“They can’t associate what a sound
means,” Spector observed.

Spector’s recordings — which are influ-
enced by classical music but are slower and
more simplified — capture a dog’s attention

in such a benevolent way
that the dog physically
relaxes.

“The music slows
down a dog’s heart rate,”
Spector said. “It calms the
nervous system, and it
gives them an escape from
sensory overload.”

After donating several
of her CDs to a dog shel-
ter, Spector received the
ultimate testimonial.
Typically nervous and agi-
tated, the dogs in the
pound became remarkably
calm. As a result, people
who visit the shelter stay

longer, and more dogs are getting adopted.
“People actually complained, because the

dogs were sleeping too much,” she laughed.
Sunday’s event — which will likely be

attended by many local dogs stressed out by
the holidays — should present a good test for
Spector’s dog-calming abilities. Spector,
though, brushed off any worry that the dogs
will be unruly.

“I’ve performed for dogs many times, and
it’s always worked,” she added.

The event will also showcase Day’s latest
philanthropic venture, The Duffy-Day Life
Saving Program. A collaboration between
the Doris Day Animal Foundation and the
SPCA for Monterey County, the program
seeks to reduce pet euthanasia by raising
money to rehabilitate animals with injuries
or behavioral shortcomings. “Many dogs that
were once euthanized can now be treated,”
added Nicole Massey-Pratt, a spokeswoman
for the inn.

PHOTO/CHRIS COUNTS

Even a bronze sculpture of Ben Franklin seems pleased with the bustling holiday business
reported by New Masters Gallery, above, and other Carmel merchants.

See MERCHANTS page 21A



Tandy Beal’s eclectic version of “the Nutcracker,” which showcases the talents of more than 30
dancers and circus performers, features jazz, hip-hop and a cappela music. Sunset Center will
host the show Tuesday.

Senior Living • Entertainment
Restaurants • Events • Art

C a r m e l  •  P e b b l e  B e a c h  •  C a r m e l  V a l l e y  &  T h e  M o n t e r e y  P e n i n s u l a
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By CHRIS COUNTS

THE TIMELESS story of the
Nutcracker enters the 21st century when
Tandy Beal presents, “Mixed Nutz,” her
unconventional version of the popular holi-
day ballet, Tuesday, Dec. 28, at Sunset
Center.

“I’ve seen dozens of ‘Nutcrackers,’ so I’m
a little bit jaded,” said Peter Lesnik, who is
stepping down from his position as executive
director at the end of the year. “This one is
nothing but fun and joy. There’s jazz, there’s
hip-hop, there’s jumping, there’s hopping,
there’s juggling and there’s twirling — yet
it’s the story of the ‘Nutcracker.’”

Lesnik insisted on bringing the produc-
tion to Carmel — even though it was recent-
ly staged in Santa Cruz.

“I leaped at the chance to bring it here,”
he added. “I really love this show. It’s like a
big fruitcake. It’s got everything in it you
really like.”

More than 30 dancers and circus per-
formers will take the stage while
Tchaikovsky’s music is sung a capella by a
vocal ensemble featuring members of Bobby
McFerrin’s acclaimed Voicestra.

A dancer, teacher and choreographer,

Beal and her company have been presenting
wildly inventive dance productions since
1971. She served as artistic director for the
Pickle Family Circus and wrote, directed and
choreographed “Viva!” for the Moscow
Circus, which ran for two years in Japan. 

Also, Beal once wrote an opera for
McFerrin, choreographed 65 life-sized pup-
pets for Frank Zappa and worked on Tim
Burton’s “Nightmare Before Christmas.”

The performance starts at 7 p.m. Tickets
range from $39 to $58. Sunset Center is
located at San Carlos and Ninth. 

For tickets or more information, call
(831) 620-2048 or visit
www.sunsetcenter.org.

‘It’s a good thing’
Lesnik, who took over as executive direc-

tor of Sunset Center in 2008, announced his
resignation Dec. 8. He’ll stay on in the role
until the first of the year. In January, Lesnik
will begin a new position with the perform-
ing arts center as an advisor on program-
ming. “It’s a good thing,” said Lesnik of the
change.

According to Lesnik, Sunset Center is

SUNSET CENTER

COMING
EVENTS

2010-2011
See page 11A

Carmel-by-the-Sea

BIG SUR
Big Sur River Inn  . . . . . . . . .12A

CARMEL
French Poodle . . . . . . . . . . . .13A
Hola at The Barnyard  . . . . . . .14A
Jack London’s  . . . . . . . . . . .14A
La Playa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12A

CARMEL VALLEY
Quail Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13A

MONTEREY
Jack’s at Portola Plaza Hotel  . . . . .15A
Sardine Factory  . . . . . . . . . .13A

Dining
Around

the Peninsula

Merry
Christmas!

RIO GRILL’S
21st Anniversary Celebration

Rio Resolution
Run 

Janurary 1

Carmel

LA PLAYA HOTEL
presents

New Year’s Eve
Celebration
December 31
See page 12A

Carmel-by-the-Sea

give the           of entertainment

An imaginative and eclectic version of the original – not your Grandmother’s Nutcracker!
Mixed Nutz! The Nutcracker Remixed

Diavolo 
Daring Dance & Athleticism!

Rita Moreno
Beloved Celebrity Songstress

Garrison Keillor
America’s Favorite Storyteller

T I C K E T S  A T  831.620.2048
www.sunsetcenter.org  

From jazz and hip-hop to juggling
and twirling, ‘Mixed Nutz’ dazzles

See NUTZ page 21A

See MUSIC page 15A

Tamas Marius performs every Sunday at
Plaza Linda restaurant in Carmel Valley.

Big Sur pianist brings together jazz
and Christmas at the Cypress Inn

By CHRIS COUNTS

ONCE UPON a time — when jazz was
the most popular music in America — a new
Christmas song was as hip as anything on the
radio.

Big Sur jazz pianist Dick Whittington
will recreate the golden era of Holiday music
when he performs Saturday, Dec. 25, at the
Cypress Inn.

“When I was a kid, pop and jazz were
blended into one,” recalled Whittington, who
grew up in the early 1950s. “At the time, the
biggest selling record of all time was ‘White
Christmas’ by Bing Crosby and Irving
Berlin.”

For Whittington and other jazz players, a
great Christmas song offers countless cre-
ative possibilities.

“Jazz musicians like to take a standard
and rearrange it and reharmonize it,”
explained Whittington, a longtime resident
of Big Sur’s Partington Ridge. “One of the
most beautiful versions of ‘White
Christmas’ is an instrumental by Charlie
Parker. John Coltrane’s ‘My Favorite Thing’
is also a Christmas song.”

In addition to Crosby, Parker and
Coltrane, jazz greats such as Ella Fitzgerald,
Louie Armstrong, Bill Evans, Duke
Ellington, Nat King Cole, Count Basie,
Dinah Washington, Oscar Peterson created
memorable Christmas music. Contemporary
jazz artists like Diana Krall and Chris Botti
have continued the tradition.

When he performs at the Cypress Inn,
Whittington will be accompanied by bassist
Dan Robbins of Santa Cruz. 

“Dan is a really great bass player,” he

said. “He was in the Monterey County All-
Star Band when he was in high school, and
he’s played with everyone who’s come
through here over the last 10 years.”

Together, Whittington and Robbins play
some of the best-loved Christmas music of
the 1930s, the 1940s and the 1950s. Included
in their repertoire will be favorites like
“Sleigh Ride,” “Winter Wonderland,”
“Mistletoe and Holly,” “I’ll be Home for
Christmas,” “Santa Claus is Coming to
Town” and, of course, “White Christmas.”
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F O O D & W I N E

Spend the evening enjoying splendid food, 
amazing wine, and great music. Enjoy a luscious
five course meal complete with wine pairings that
take you on tour from Northern California to our
Central Coast, then dance the night away with a
fabulous DJ. At the stroke of midnight grab your

champagne and toast the New Year in style.

Welcome reception begins at 8:30 pm
$150 per person all-inclusive

For reservations and availability,
please call 

831-624-6476, extension 488

www.laplayahotel.com 

Ask about our Special 
Sleeping Room Rates 

La Playa Hotel’s

New Year’s Eve
Celebration 

Paseo Courtyard,

Carmel 
West side of San Carlos 

btwn Ocean Avenue 
& 7th

Open Thursday-Monday

11-6

(831) 620-0645

M A D E  I N  M O N T E R E Y  C O U N T Y

Gift Giving made easy ...
taste it, buy it, ship it —done!

Visit our Tasting Room 
in Carmel-by-the-Sea

By MARY BROWNFIELD

QUAIL LODGE may have fallen on
hard times, and its continued suffering in a
poor economy may have led to the recent fir-
ing of four more managers, but chef Julio
Ramirez is still very much part of the scene,
according to resort general manager Sarah
Cruse.

“Julio joined us a consultant chef, which
became full time due to the workload,” she
said. “He is now going to ease into his con-
sultant role for 2011, working two days a
week and also all events as required, so he
will continue to be very visible.”

Under his guidance, Edgar’s restaurant is
offering special Christmas Eve and New
Year’s Eve menus. On Friday, Dec. 24, from
4 to 9 p.m., the kitchen will be turning out
Morro Bay chilled oysters and baked green
lip mussels, fire-roasted chestnut soup with
crème fraîche and white truffle oil, grilled
persimmon salad, filet mignon, maple-
glazed Sonoma duck confit, ginger caramel
Bûche de Noël and Dublin Christmas
Pudding, among other dishes.

A week later on New Year’s Eve, dinner
will be offered from 5 to 9 p.m., with
Bellwether Farms ricotta gnocchi, California
Osetra caviar, salsify veloute, Bartlett pear
Waldorf salad, New York Steak Tuscany, wild
mushroom lasagna, cracked dungeness crab,
Bananas Foster brulée, Chocolate Romance
for Two and other dishes.

Everything on the menu is priced individ-
ually. For more information or reservations
for dinner at Edgar’s at Quail Lodge in
Carmel Valley, call (831) 620-8866 or visit
www.quaillodge.com/dining.cfm.

■ Need turkeys, stat
The free 25th Annual Community

Christmas Dinner at the Monterey
Fairgrounds still needs donations of hams,
turkeys and cash, according to organizer
Rich Hughett. 

A complete holiday feast will be served in
the Monterey Room at the fairgrounds from
noon until 3 p.m., but supplies are needed to
help meet demand, and volunteers are in
need, too.

Anyone who would like to help should
call (831) 649-3124, while those with dona-
tions to make should call Hughett at (831)
757-5709.

The free event will include music, a visit
from Santa and other fun.

■ PBF&W for you
Coastal Luxury Management, the group

that organizes the Pebble Beach Food &
Wine held at Pebble Beach resorts the week-
end after Easter each year, is reminding
foodies and their friends that tickets to the
April 28 to May 1, 2011, event would make
mighty fine Christmas gifts. And since they
can be ordered online, buying on Christmas
Eve is not too late.

The four-day culinary extravaganza will
feature 70 chefs and 250 wineries from
around the world exhibiting their talents dur-
ing wine seminars, cooking demonstrations,
grand tastings, lunches, dinners and parties.

At present, ordering is limited to gift cer-

Continues next page

Quail’s holiday kitchen, the
hunt for hams and NYE options Happy Holidays!

From all of us at the

Please join us for 
Christmas Cheers & New Year’s Celebration

Live Music ’til Midnight
on New Year’s Eve

Champagne toast to bring in the 2011
at

Lincoln & 7th Street
Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93921

(831)624-2871

LUNCH 12-4PM | DINNER 5-10PM
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT ON WEEKENDS



tificates in $100, $250, $500 and $1,000 denominations;
packages ranging from $995 to $4,750; the $1,000 Celebrity
Chef & Winemaker Golf Tournament at the Pebble Beach
Golf Links; the Opening Night Reception at the Inn at
Spanish Bay for $250; and the Saturday and Sunday Grand
Tastings for $195 each, or $350 for both. Rooms at Spanish
Bay and the Hyatt Regency Monterey are also available.

To learn more or to buy, head to www.pebblebeach-
foodandwine.com or call (866) 907-FOOD (3663).

■ More hope for procrastinators
Happy Girl Kitchen Co., home of canning mavens and

every wonderful preserved thing under the sun, is open until
3 p.m. on Christmas Eve. The brainchild of Todd and Jordan
Champagne that opened in Pacific Grove this fall specializes
in pickles of every sort, a wide range of jellies and jams —
including spicy apricot,
strawberry lavender and
quince — the Spanish-
style quince paste called
membrillo, gourmet
ketchup and sauces, all
organic.

It also carries specialty
items, mostly locally
sourced, made by other
individuals and compa-
nies, like Tor’s Honey
from Jacks Peak, hand-
harvested Big Sur sea salt,
Blue Bottle coffee and
dried heirloom beans.

The atmosphere is fun,
the gift wrapping is gor-
geous, and the store cafe
might be able to sate you
with a simple snack.

Happy Girl also offers
classes in food preserva-
tion and sells gift certifi-
cates. Upcoming classes
feature winter citrus fruits
on Jan. 8 and 9, cheese
and kefir yogurt on Jan.
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WWW.THEFRENCHPOODLECARMEL.COM

There is a secret 

in Carmel!

The French Poodle 

is celebrating its

50th Anniverary.

French Poodle Restaurant
JUNIPERO & FIFTH • CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

831.624.8643

From previous page 29 and pickles on Jan. 30.
Speaking of pickles, the kitchen will host a New Year’s

Eve pickling extravaganza, “Pickle your resolutions!” Guests
will be invited to create the pickle jar of their dreams, and
Happy Girl staff will provide the ingredients and know how.
Held from 6 to 9 p.m., the event will culminate with a cele-
bration of the clock’s striking midnight in New York City.

Happy Girl is located at 173 Central Ave. in Pacific
Grove. For more information, call (831) 373-GIRL (4475) or
visit www.happygirlkitchen.com.

■ Big Sur F&W gives back
Receipts from this year’s Big Sur Food & Wine in

November netted $16,500 for local charities, event president
Toby Rowland-Jones said this week. The Big Sur Health
Center, Henry Miller Library and the Big Sur Education
Council each received $5,000, while the festival’s culinary
education fund took in $1,500.

“I am incredibly happy,” he said. “Two years into this, and

we’ve created almost $40,000 of funding.”
Rowland-Jones also announced the date of the 2011

Chanterelle Festival will be March 5, and he’ll be organizing
the one-day affair on his own.

Continues next page

NEW YEAR’S  EVE DINNER
DECEMBER 31, 2010
A SPECIAL MENU SERVED
5 - 9PM

Enjoy our special New Year’s Eve 
menu with your loved ones. Join us 
for an evening of delightfully festive 
cuisine in Edgar’s Restaurant.

NEW YEAR’S EVE AT QUAIL! 

Reservations Required 
831.620.8910

8000 Valley Greens Drive | Carmel, CA 93923 | www.quaillodge.com
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GIFT

CERTIFICATES! 

3600 The Barnyard, Carmel, CA
Open Sun & Tues. -Thur 11am - 9pm  • Fri-Sat 11am-10:00pm
(831) 626-1814 • www.holarestaurant.com Call and Make your

Reservations Today! 
(831) 626-1814

Mexican Restaurant & Cantina

“  The Most Unique Mexican Restaurant on the Peninsula”Hola!Hola!
CATERING

ALSO
AVAILABLE

Hola HOT Daily Specials

Happy hour M-F 3-6 pm bar area only • Drink specials & Complementary appetizers

HOT HOT TUESDAY NIGHT
1/2 Off

the Entire Food Menu 3-9 p.m.
Excluding all drinks • Gratuity added to bill

Free Taco Bar - Drink Specials - Monday Night Football 5-8pm
Book your holiday parties now!

Organic Produce & Grocery
Cheeses • Wines • Gifts

Vitamins & Natural Bodycare
5% Senior Discount • Case Discounts

625-1454
26135 Carmel Rancho Boulevard • Carmel

CO OPIRNUC

Rare Wine Collections
Appraisals – Inventory – Acquisitions

Storage – Transport

Complete Wine Cellar Services
Licensed Wholesaler/Retailer

For a private consultation call John Gehrman

831-818-8866
john@carmelwinemerchants.com

2 SW of Ocean on Lincoln, Carmel, CA 93921

■ Celebrate the New Year
with beer

The Big Sur River Inn’s New Year’s Eve
will feature bubbles of a different kind: beer.
The restaurant will offer a five-course dinner
paired with handcrafted suds selected and
presented by Chris Nelson and his wife,
Merideth Canham-Nelson, of
thebeergeek.com.

The Nelsons will talk about the artisan
beers they have found during their adven-
tures that complement great food, and they
have been working with chef Rene Gonzales
to create the celebratory evening’s menu,
which will include BBQ shrimp on pineap-
ple, spicy apricot wings, bacon-wrapped
scallops and filet of beef.

Lodging deals and shuttle packages from
Carmel are available. Call (831) 667-2700
for more information or reservations.

■ Ventana gets nod
Condé Nast’s list of the world’s best

everything ranks Ventana Inn & Spa, also in
Big Sur, among the Top 500 Hotels in the
World, as detailed in Travel + Leisure maga-
zine. Readers gave the resort the highest
rankings for its prime location 1,200 feet
above the Pacific Ocean on Highway 1, as
well as high marks for rooms, service, food
and design.

Incidentally, Carmel also scored well in

From previous page the publisher’s recent readers poll, coming in
eighth in the United States’ Top 10 Cities.
San Francisco took top honors, followed by
Charleston, Santa Fe, Chicago, New York
City, Honolulu, Savannah, Carmel, Seattle
and Boston. For more information about
Ventana, call (800) 628-6500 or visit
www.ventanainn.com.

■ A Tuscan New Year
TusCA Ristorante in the Hyatt Regency

Monterey is hosting a New Year’s Eve cele-
bration with guitar great Calvin Keys, Nat
Johnson on bass, David Morwood on drums
and special guests.

Proscuitto salad, lobster bisque, roasted
day boat scallop, braised veal shank and
black truffle risotto will be among the exten-
sive menu offerings.

The price is $68 per person, plus tax and
gratuity, and reservations can be made by
calling (831) 657-6675. The restaurant is
located in the hotel at 1 Old Golf Course
Road in Monterey.

■ Parties at Portola
Jacks Restaurant in the Portola Hotel &

Spa at the foot of Alvarado Street in
Monterey is hosting a four-course prix fixe
Christmas Eve dinner, starting with butternut
squash bisque, followed by a salad course,
entrée options of petit filet mignon and
thyme-and-honey-grilled quail, and tiramisu
mousse and sourdough bread pudding with
Jack Daniels caramel sauce. The dinner will

cost $60 per person and will be served from
5 to 10 p.m.

On Christmas Day, Jacks will offer a buf-
fet from noon to 8 p.m. that includes a salad
bar, carving stations and a dessert bar, at a
cost of $34.95 for adults, $28.95 for seniors,
$16.95 for children 6 to 12 years old, and
free for kids 5 and under. Santa will make an
appearance between 3 and 4 p.m., and then a
three-course prix fixe dinner will be served
from 5 to 10 p.m., for $55 per person.

On New Year’s Eve, a four-course prix
fixe from 5 to 10 p.m. is set to include dish-
es like lobster bisque, petit filet mignon, fen-
nel and pepper-encrusted ahi and crème
brûlée. The $75-per-person price includes
bubbly or sparkling cider. Finally, a New
Year’s Day brunch buffet served from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. will be $45 for adults, $29.95
for seniors, $16.95 for children 6 to 12, and
free for kids 5 and under.

For reservations, call (831) 649-2698 or
visit www.opentable.com for dining reserva-
tions.

■ OITF in 2011 
Outstanding in the Field — the Santa

Cruz-based group that travels the country in
a bus to stage mostly outdoor farm dinners
featuring local chefs and purveyors —
wrapped up its 2010 season and is busy plan-
ning next year’s adventures. Founder Jim
Denevan pronounced this year OITF’s most
successful so far, with almost 9,000 guests
eating at its signature long table in nearly 40
states and two Canadian provinces. 

Next year’s lineup, set to be announced in
early March, will include new venues, as
well as return trips to favorite sites. The
OITF team hopes to make its dinners a year-
round occurrence and is seeking advice and
suggestions from chefs, farmers and guests. 

In addition, the group is offering gift cer-
tificates for next year’s events. The dinners
are pricey, in the $200-per-person range, but
a ticket would make a great gift for anyone
interested in good wine and food, and knowl-
edge of where, when, how and by whom it
was grown, raised, cooked and made. 

To learn more, check out out-
standinginthefield.com.

■ ‘The Traveling Soup Pot’
Carmel resident Mary Chamberlin, a pro-

fessional chef and culinary educator who is
also the key force behind local chapters of
the American Institute of Wine & Food and
Les Dames d’Escoffier, has published a
cookbook, “The Traveling Soup Pot — A
Savory Journey Through Many Lands.” The
tome contains more than 100 recipes that
Chamberlin gathered from cafés, bistros,
three-star restaurants and home kitchens of
renowned chefs during her travels through-
out the world with her husband, Roy
Chamberlin, a retired airline pilot.

The book may be purchased directly from
the author, at Borders in Sand City or online
at www.MaryChamberlinCookBooks.com. 

■ A no-lose coin toss
Knuckles Sports Bar, also in the Hyatt

Regency Monterey, is offering Toss It Up
Tuesdays, when guests are invited to toss a

coin for their food. A winning toss means
free dinner, but even a losing toss isn’t bad,
netting the participant a $5 gift certificate to
use during another visit.

Knuckles Sports Bar is open Monday
through Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 2 a.m.
(kitchen open until 11 p.m.), and opens at 11
a.m. on weekends. (831) 647-2039

■ Recipe for your stocking
All in the holiday spirit of sharing, Rio

Grill chef Cy Yontz decided to release his
recipe for Christmas Tamales:

35 corn husks
1 1/2 C. golden raisins
4 1/2 C. masa harina
2 t. kosher salt
1 3/4 t. baking powder
1 1/2 t. anise seeds
1 1/2 t. ground cinnamon
3 3/4 C. water
3 sticks unsalted butter at room tempera-

ture
1 1/2 C. packed light brown sugar
1 C. toasted pine nuts
Place corn husks in a large bowl or bak-

ing dish, cover completely with hot water,
and weigh down with a plate or bowl to fully
submerge until husks are very pliable, at
least two hours at room temperature or
overnight in the refrigerator. Drain, squeeze
out excess water, and wipe dry.

Place raisins in a small bowl, cover with
hot water, and soak until plumped, at least 15
minutes. Drain and set aside.

Place masa harina, salt, baking powder,
anise seeds and cinnamon in a large bowl
and whisk to combine. Pour in water and mix
until the dough is wet throughout.

Place butter and brown sugar in the bowl
of a stand mixer fitted with a paddle and beat
on medium high until light in color and
fluffy, three to four minutes. While running,
add dough in handfuls, letting it blend before
adding more, until all the dough has been
added, about two minutes. Continue beating
until ingredients are well combined and a
smooth, soft dough has formed, about one
minute more. Stir in reserved raisins and
nuts, then cover and refrigerate for at least
one hour or up to 24 hours.

Bring a pot of water with a steamer bas-
ket to a simmer over low heat.

Lay a corn husk on a clean work surface
with the wide edge toward you. Measure 1/3
C. dough and shape into a cylinder about 3
inches long and 1 inch in diameter. Lay
dough lengthwise in the center of the husk,
leaving about a 1/2-inch border at the bot-
tom.

Tightly close the left side of the husk over
the filling and roll to the right. Fold the top
of the husk (the empty, tapered edge) back
over the filled husk to close, and tie with
butcher’s twine, if needed. Repeat to roll 35
tamales.

Arrange tamales upright in the steamer
with the open ends facing up. If your steam-
er is too big to hold all of the tamales snugly
together, place a small heatproof bowl upside
down in the center to stabilize them. Cover
and steam until the dough is set, no longer
raw-tasting, and pulls away easily from the
husks when unwrapped, about 90 minutes to
two hours. Let rest for 15 minutes before
serving.
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Carmel reads The Pine Cone

Hotel & Spa At Portola

Reservations: 831-649-2698 |  www.PortolaHotel.com
Complimentary Valet Parking | Two Portola Plaza | Monterey

Bring this ad into Jacks 
restaurant for dinner 

and receive a 
15% discount off 

your order!

Locals Save 15%

Don’t forget to ask your server about our 
 New Year’s Dinner & Brunch SpecialsNorth side of Ocean Avenue between San Carlos & Mission

Carmel-by-the-Sea

(831) 624-5621

Your local full service jeweler for over 25 years.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO

PLACE THAT

SPECIAL ORDER FOR

CHRISTMAS

Join us for hot cider and treats each day through Christmas

Authorized Cartier Dealer

Come see our new location on Ocean Avenue 

between Mission and San Carlos Streets

Remember us for original, hand made designs 
fabricated right here in Carmel By The Sea

Special Holiday Discounts 
for our local customers

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

AT MID VALLEY CENTER, CARMEL
831.624.8509

Karl Anderson, DVM
U.C. Davis School of Veterinary Medicine

Lori Bishop, Hospital Manager &
Veterinary Technician

We are still available for housecalls through
CARMEL MOBILE VETERINARY

at 831-402-2999
312 Mid Valley Center • 831.624-8509

Near Jeffrey’s Grill & Catering

FREE HEARTWORM TEST
with paid exam for new clients • $40 value

Serving Carmel, Carmel Valley, Big Sur, Pebble Beach, 
Pacific Grove, Monterey and other surrounding areas.

MUSIC
From page 11A

PHOTO/DICK WHITTINGTON

Jazz pianist Dick Whittington performs holiday favorites
Saturday at the Cypress Inn.

Whittington and his wife, by the way, were co-founders of
the Maybeck Recital Hall, which they established in 1987 in
their Berkeley home. There, over the next decade, they
recorded and produced over 500 jazz and classical concerts.

The performance starts at 7 p.m. There’s no cover. The
Cypress Inn is located on the northeast corner of Lincoln and
Seventh. For more information, call (831) 624-3871.

■ Blues in the village
A member of the popular local band, Blues at Eleven,

horn player Tamas Marius performs every Sunday at Plaza

Linda restaurant in Carmel Valley Village.
Skilled on saxophone, trumpet and flute, Marius is a grad-

uate of the Berklee School of Music. In addition to his work
with Blues at Eleven, he’s shared local stages Red Beans and
Rice, the Next Blues Band and many others.

“He’s extraordinary,” local music promoter Kiki Wow
said. “He plays for three hours every Sunday at Plaza Linda,

and he always manages to bring in a crowd. He plays every-
thing from classical, to jazz, to blues, and he takes a lot of
requests. It’s wonderful dining music.”

The music starts at 4:30 p.m., and there’s no cover. Plaza
Linda is located at 9 Del Fino Place. For more information,
call (831) 659-4229 or visit www.plazalinda.com.



16 A The Carmel Pine Cone December 24, 2010

See THEATER page 22A

PUBLIC NOTICES • PUBLIC NOTICES • PUBLIC NOTICES
duly appointed Trustee under and pur-
suant to Deed of Trust recorded
11/22/06, as Instrument No.
2006103114, in book , page , of Official
Records in the Office of the County
Recorder of MONTEREY County, State
of California. Executed by: DAVID M
GIZZI, AN UNMARRIED MAN,. WILL
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGH-
EST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER'S
CHECK/CASH EQUIVALENT or other
form of payment authorized by
2924h(b), (Payable at time of sale in
lawful money of the United States) At
the main entrance to the County
Administration Building, 168 W. Alisal
Street, Salinas, CA.. All right, title and
interest conveyed to and now held by it
under said Deed of Trust in the proper-
ty situated in said County and State
described as: AS MORE FULLY
DESCRIBED IN THE ABOVE MEN-
TIONED DEED OF TRUST  APN# 009
095 009 000. The street address and
other common designation, if any, of the
real property described above is pur-
ported to be: 24602  CAMINO DEL
MONTE, CARMEL, CA 93923. The
undersigned Trustee disclaims any lia-
bility for any incorrectness of the street
address and other common designa-
tion, if any, shown herein. Said sale will
be made, but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbrances, to
pay the remaining principal sum of the
note(s) secured by said Deed of Trust,
with interest thereon, as provided in
said note(s), advances, under the terms
of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust.
The total amount of the unpaid balance
of the obligation secured by the proper-
ty to be sold and reasonable estimated
costs, expenses and advances at the
time of the initial publication of the
Notice of Sale is  $1,492,498.59. The
beneficiary under said Deed of Trust
heretofore executed and delivered to
the undersigned a written Declaration
of Default and Demand for Sale, and a
written Notice of Default and Election to
Sell. The undersigned caused said
Notice of Default and Election to Sell to
be recorded in the County where the
real property is located. The beneficiary
or servicing agent declares that it has
obtained from the Commissioner of
Corporations a final or temporary order
of exemption pursuant to California Civil

Code Section 2923.53 that is current
and valid on the date the Notice of Sale
is filed and/or The timeframe for giving
Notice of Sale specified in subdivision
(s) of California Civil Code Section
2923.52 applies and has been provided
or the loan is exempt from the require-
ments. Date: 12/21/10, First American
Title Insurance Company First
American Trustee Servicing Solutions,
LLC  3 First American Way, Santa Ana,
CA 92707  Original document signed by
Authorized Agent, Chet Sconyers  --
FOR TRUSTEE'S SALE INFORMA-
TION PLEASE CALL  (916) 939-0772.
First American Trustee Servicing
Solutions, LLC  May be Acting as a
Debt Collector Attempting to Collect a
Debt. Any Information obtained may be
used for that purpose. NPP0171813

12/24/10, 12/31/10, 01/07/11
Publication dates: Dec. 24, 31, 2010,
Jan 7, 14, 2011. (PC1229)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT File No. 20102620. The
following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as: THE HAIR SHOPPE, 306
Bassatt St., King City CA 93930.
Monterey County. DIANA RODRIGUEZ,
53704 San Benito St., San Lucas, CA
93954. This business is conducted by
an individual. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name listed above on: N/A. (s)
Diana Rodriguez. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Monterey
County on Dec. 20, 2010. Publication
dates: Dec. 24, 31, 2010, Jan 7, 14,
2011. (PC1231)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT File No. 20102551. The
following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as: GAIA GREEN PACKAGING,
201 Alvarado St., Monterey, CA 93940.
Monterey County. MALCOLM ENTER-
PRISES, CALIFORNIA, 22 Via Ladera
St., Monterey, CA 93940. This business
is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name listed above on: Sept. 1, 2010. (s)
Camille Malcolm, CEO. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk of
Monterey County on Dec. 7, 2010.
Publication dates: Dec. 24, 31, 2010,
Jan 7, 14, 2011. (PC1232)

Trustee Sale No. 439678CA Loan No.
3014034841 Title Order No. 276240
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE YOU
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF
TRUST DATED 07-11-2007. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF
THE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.
On 01-14-2011 at 10:00 AM, CALIFOR-
NIA RECONVEYANCE COMPANY as
the duly appointed Trustee under and
pursuant to Deed of Trust Recorded 08-
07-2007, Book , Page , Instrument
2007061779, of official records in the
Office of the Recorder of MONTEREY
County, California, executed by: GRE-
GORY S. MCBRIDE, A MARRIED MAN
AS HIS SOLE AND SEPARATE
PROPERTY, as Trustor, WASHINGTON
MUTUAL BANK, FA, as Beneficiary, will
sell at public auction sale to the highest
bidder for cash, cashier’s check drawn
by a state or national bank, a cashier’s
check drawn by a state or federal credit
union, or a cashier’s check drawn by a
state or federal savings and loan asso-
ciation, savings association, or savings
bank specified in section 5102 of the
Financial Code and authorized to do
business in this state. Sale will be held
by the duly appointed trustee as shown
below, of all right, title, and interest con-
veyed to and now held by the trustee in
the hereinafter described property
under and pursuant to the Deed of
Trust. The sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or
implied, regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining
principal sum of the note(s) secured by
the Deed of Trust, interest thereon,
estimated fees, charges and expenses
of the Trustee for the total amount (at
the time of the initial publication of the
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated to
be set forth below. The amount may be
greater on the day of sale. Place of
Sale: AT THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO
THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATION
BUILDING, 168 W. ALISAL STREET,
SALINAS, CA Legal Description: As
more fully described in said Deed of
Trust Amount of unpaid balance and
other charges: $1,217,179.43 (estimat-
ed) Street address and other common
designation of the real property:
DIRECTIONS TO THE PROPERTY
CAN BE OBTAINED UPON REQUEST
THROUGH THE TRUSTEE @1-800-
892-6902 SE CORNER CARPENTER
2ND AVE CARMEL, CA 93921 APN
Number: 010-015-022-000 The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any liability for
any incorrectness of the street address
and other common designation, if any,
shown herein. The property heretofore
described is being sold “as is”. In com-
pliance with California Civil Code
2923.5(c) the mortgagee, trustee, ben-
eficiary, or authorized agent declares:
that it has contacted the borrower(s) to
assess their financial situation and to
explore options to avoid foreclosure; or
that it has made efforts to contact the
borrower(s) to assess their financial sit-
uation and to explore options to avoid
foreclosure by one of the following
methods: by telephone; by United
States mail; either 1st class or certified;
by overnight delivery; by personal
delivery; by e-mail; by face to face
meeting. DATE: 12-17-2010 SEE
ATTACHED EXHIBIT Exhibit DECLA-
RATION PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA
CIVIL CODE SECTION 2923.54
Pursuant to California Civil Code
Section 2923.54, the undersigned loan
servicer declares as follows: 1. It has
obtained from the commissioner a final
or temporary order of exemption pur-
suant to Section 2923.54 that is current
and valid on the date the notice of sale
is filed; and 2. The timeframe for giving
notice of sale specified in subdivision
(a) of Section 2923.52 does not apply
pursuant to Section 2923.52 or Section
2923.55. JPMorgan Chase Bank,
National Association Name: Ann Thorn
Title: First Vice President  CALIFORNIA
RECONVEYANCE COMPANY, as
Trustee (714) 259-7850 or
www.fidelityasap.com (714) 573-1965
or www.priorityposting.com DEBORAH
BRIGNAC CALIFORNIA RECON-
VEYANCE COMPANY IS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE. DEBORAH BRIGNAC,
VICE PRESIDENT 9200 OAKDALE
AVE MAIL STOP N110612
CHATSWORTH, CA 91311 P782665
12/24, 12/31, 01/07/2011
Publication dates: Dec. 24, 31, 2010,
and Jan. 7, 2011. (PC1222)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT File No. 20102471. The
following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as:
1. MONTEREY REALTY
2. MONTEREY REAL ESTATE
3. MEGACONCEPTS
4169 Crest Road, Pebble Beach, CA
93953. Monterey County. CHRIS P.
JOHNSON, 4169 Crest Road, Pebble
Beach, CA 93953. This business is con-
ducted by an individual. Registrant
commenced to transact business under
the fictitious business name listed
above on: April 19, 2001. (s) Chris P.
Johnson. This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Monterey County

on Nov. 24, 2010. Publication dates:
Dec. 24, 31, 2010, Jan 7, 14, 2011.
(PC1223)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT File No. 20102612. The
following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as: OHANA COMPANY, 715
Carmel Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Monterey County. CHARLES THOMAS
HIGUERA, 1316 Buena Vista, Pacific
Grove, CA 93950. KATHLEEN JUNE
HIGUERA MATUZ, 715 Carmel Ave.,
Pacific Grove, CA 93950. GEORGE
WITOLD MATUZ, 715 Carmel Ave.,
Pacific Grove, CA 93950. This business
is conducted by a general partnership.
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name listed above on: Dec. 1, 2010. (s)
Kate Matuz. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Monterey
County on Dec. 17, 2010. Publication
dates: Dec. 24, 31, 2010, Jan 7, 14,
2011. (PC1224)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT File No. 20102615. The
following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as:
1. POSITIVE HERITAGE
2. POSITIVELY PERSIAN
4380 Peninsula Point Dr., Seaside, CA
93955. Monterey County. SONJA
HOMA, 4380 Peninsula Point Dr.,
Seaside, CA 93955. This business is
conducted by an individual. Registrant
commenced to transact business under
the fictitious business name listed
above on: N/A. (s) Sonja Homa. This
statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 17,
2010. Publication dates: Dec. 24, 31,
2010, Jan 7, 14, 2011. (PC1225)

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE TSG
No.: 4543587  TS No.: CA1000210619
FHA/VA/PMI No.: APN:009 095 009
000  YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST, DATED 11/08/06.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER. On January 13,
2011 at 10:00 AM, First American
Trustee Servicing Solutions, LLC as

California American Water is seeking a statement of qualifications (SOQ) from engineering
consulting firms to obtain professional engineering services related to the design of California
American Water “Only” Conveyance Facilities (Conveyance Facilities) for the Regional
Desalination Project (RDP). 

A complete copy of the Request for Statements of Qualifications may be obtained from:

John Kilpatrick, P.E., Engineering Manager – Project Delivery
California American Water
511 Forrest Lodge Rd, Suite 100, 
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
(831) 646-3280 office, (email) john.kilpatrick@amwater.com

Based on review of the SOQ’s received, the most qualified firm or firms may be invited for
an oral interview and to submit proposals.  Invitation for proposals and oral interviews will be
based on the quality of the statement of qualifications along with the assessment of the firm’s
technical ability, the firm’s ability for timely delivery of the project, and recommendations from
current or past clients.

A pre-submittal meeting is scheduled at 2 p.m. on January 4, 2011 at the above address.
Attendance for this meeting is not mandatory but highly encouraged.

Interested firms will submit five (5) bound copies and one (1) electronic copy of the
Statement of Qualifications no later than 5:00 p.m., January 18, 2011 to the above address.

Publication date: Dec. 17, 24, 31, 2010, Jan. 7, 2011 (PC1218)

REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS

Architectural Services
LEGAL NOTICE: The Regional Desalination Project, a partnership between

California American Water, the Monterey County Water Resources Agency and Marina
Coast Water District, will accept sealed STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS for the
services of an architectural firm to provide architectural planning and preliminary design
services for the Regional Desalination Project.  Interested facilitators should submit their
Statements of Qualifications no later than 4:00 PM (PST), Friday, January 14, 2011 c/o
Joe Green-Heffern, Project Controls Manager, RMC Water and Environment, 2290 North
First Street, Suite 212, San Jose, CA 95131 using the format described in the Request for
Qualifications.  A Request for Qualification Package for the Architectural consultant is
available on the Marina Coast Water District website at www.mcwd.org. For any ques-
tions contact 408-240-8160.  The Project Partners reserve the right to amend the RFQ, to
waive irregularities and informalities, and to accept or reject any and all SOQ’s without
limit or reservation.  Firms and individuals are advised that they will not be compensat-
ed for preparation of Statements of Qualifications or for other pre-contractual expenses.

Publication date:  Dec. 24, 2010  (PC1228)

Electrical, Instrumentation and Control Engineering Services
LEGAL NOTICE:  The Regional Desalination Project, a partnership between

California American Water, the Monterey County Water Resources Agency and Marina
Coast Water District, will accept sealed STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS for the
services of an engineering consulting firm to provide electrical, instrumentation and con-
trol engineering services for the Regional Desalination Project.  Interested facilitators
should submit their Statements of Qualifications no later than 4:00 PM (PST), Friday,
January 14, 2011 c/o Joe Green-Heffern, Project Controls Manager, RMC Water and
Environment, 2290 North First Street, Suite 212, San Jose, CA 95131 using the format
described in the Request for Qualifications.  A Request for Qualification Package for the
Electrical, Instrumentation and Control consultant is available on the Marina Coast Water
District website at www.mcwd.org. For any questions contact 408-240-8160.  The Project
Partners reserve the right to amend the RFQ, to waive irregularities and informalities, and
to accept or reject any and all SOQ’s without limit or reservation.  Firms and individuals
are advised that they will not be compensated for preparation of Statements of
Qualifications or for other pre-contractual expenses.

Publication date:  Dec. 24, 2010  (PC1227)

Community Involvement Forum Facilitator

LEGAL NOTICE:  The Regional Desalination
Project, a partnership between California American
Water, the Monterey County Water Resources Agency
and Marina Coast Water District, will accept sealed
STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS for the ser-
vices of a trained facilitator to conduct meetings of the
Community Involvement Forum. The Community
Involvement Forum will provide a public forum for the
discussion of regional water issues related to the design
and construction of the Regional Desalination Project.
Interested facilitators should submit their Statements of
Qualifications no later than 4:00 PM (PST), Monday,
January 10, 2011 c/o Joe Green-Heffern, Project
Controls Manager, RMC Water and Environment, 2290
North First Street, Suite 212, San Jose, CA 95131 using
the format described in the Request for Qualifications.
A Request for Qualification Package for the
Community Involvement Forum Facilitator is available
on the Marina Coast Water District website at
www.mcwd.org. For any questions contact 408-240-
8160.  The Project Partners reserve the right to amend
the RFQ, to waive irregularities and informalities, and
to accept or reject any and all SOQ’s without limit or
reservation.  Firms and individuals are advised that they
will not be compensated for preparation of Statements
of Qualifications or for other pre-contractual expenses.

Publication date: December 24, 2010 (PC1226)

Carmel Pine Cone Sales Staff
Real Estate, Pebble Beach & Big Sur
Jung Yi, jung@carmelpinecone.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8646
Carmel, Carmel Valley & Pacific Grove
Joann Kiehn, joann@carmelpinecone.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8655
Monterey, Seaside, Sand City & Marina
Scott MacDonald, scott@carmelpinecone.com  . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 261-6110
Obituaries, Calendar, Service Directory, Classifieds
Vanessa Jimenez, vanessa@carmelpinecone.com  . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8652
Legals, Accounting, Subscriptions
Irma Garcia, irma@carmelpinecone.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8645

Fifty years after ‘the day the music died,’ tribute show keeps the beat alive
By CHRIS COUNTS

MORE THAN a half-century after the
passing of Buddy Holly, the music he played
is still going strong, and a show built around
his innovative rock ’n’ roll has become one
of the most popular parts of Pacific
Repertory Theater’s repertoire.

The latest version of the group’s Buddy
Holly tribute show opens Dec. 29 at the
Golden Bough Theater and showcases the

enduring spirit of the popular music of the
late 1950s.

When Holly died in a 1959 plane crash —
which also killed Ritchie Valens and the Big
Bopper — the tragedy was memorialized as
“the day the music died.” 

Thankfully, though, Holly’s music is, still
alive and doing quite well, and “The Buddy
Holly Show” celebrates the energy, the vital-
ity and the innocence of early rock ’n’ roll.

“It’s always such a rockin’ good time,”

said Stephen Moorer, PacRep’s executive
director. “It’s such feel-good music. It makes
you want to get up and dance.”

Travis Poelle, who starred in PacRep’s
original production of “The Buddy Holly
Story,” returns as Buddy Holly. Rounding
out the cast is Davitt Felder, David Schulz,
Scott Free, Lydia Lyons, Daniel Simpson
and Don Dally, who plays lead guitar.

In addition to Buddy Holly, the cast will
recreate performers by Valens, the Big

Bopper, Elvis Presley, Chuck Berry, James
Brown and Sam Cooke. New this year will
be cameos by Connie Francis and Peggy Lee.
Also, the Monotones (“Book of Love”) and
the Penquins (“Earth Angel”) join the lineup.

“The Buddy Holly Show” will be staged
Dec. 29 and 30 and Jan. 1 at 7:30 p.m., with
a final performance Sunday starting at 2
p.m. Tickets are $16 to $35.
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Miss Trawick’s Garden Shop at 664 Lighthouse Avenue is one
of many Pacific Grove stores that offer wonderful post-holiday
shopping.

Training Specifically Designed for You
Nutrition Program
Strength Building
Group Fitness
Reach Beyond Plateaus

831-204-2128

W W W.C A R M E L P I N E C O N E.C O M
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Wanted to Buy

Missing Cat

STOP COOKING ... ENJOY YOUR
OWN PARTY!  EXPERIENCED PRI-
VATE CHEF/CATERER AVAILABLE
... call Poppy @ 415-515-4765 ... or
email: poppyde@earthlink.net

12/10

WANTED! Local Dealer will pay TOP
$$ for CHANEL Jewelry, Handbags
and Clothing. Susan - Cell (415) 999-
3587. TF

JEANNE D’ORGE (Mrs. Carl
Cherry) authentic original “Carmel
Mission”. $3500. (831) 626-3610 

1/7/11

REWARD!
MISSING CAT

(AND MEMBER OF THE FAMILY)
LAST SEEN: Monday night,

11/1/2010, 9:00pm
24855 Outlook Court

ANSWERS TO: “Putzi”
She is a beautiful, white, short
haired, spayed female, with a 
little gold on her head & tail.

She is about 2 years old, 
wearing a collar & rather shy.

Please Call:
831.624.9043
Thank You!

Painting for SaleCaregiver Chef

Chef

SICILIAN CREATIONS
RUSTIC HOME 

SICILIAN COOKING
A specialist in the art of

Sicilian and Italian cooking, 
I will come to your home and
cook for you and your guests.

Call today and lets create 
your own menu.

Ivan (831) 324-0850

CAREGIVER 
HELPING PEOPLE
Have 9 yrs. local exp.
Excellent references.
Very dependable & 

caring. Available
days/nights.

Genny
(831) 233-0233

Volunteers Needed

Orientation Meeting:
Tuesday, December 28th at 7 p.m.

First Night Monterey Office and Art Studio
Archer Park Community Park Building, 542 Archer Street
All volunteers are requested to attend orientation meeting

Please complete and mail application 
(available at www.firstnightmonterey.org)

Send your completed form to:
PO Box 185, Monterey, CA 93942; or Fax to (831) 642-9860

or email to: volunteers@firstnightmonterey.org

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR FIRST NIGHT MONTEREY

Don't miss out on being a part of this wonderful celebration.
Become a volunteer TODAY!

HOLIDAY DEADLINES
The Pine Cone office will be CLOSED
Friday, December 24 and 31, 2010

and Monday, January 3, 2011
All Display Advertising (Real Estate & Section A), 

Legals, Classified and Service Directory

should be turned in by:

Monday, Dec. 27, 12 NOON

(for 12/31/10 issue)

Thursday, Dec. 30, 12 NOON

(for 1/7/11 issue)

After-Christmas shopping offers plenty of great deals
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

THOUGH CHRISTMAS has just about come and gone,
there is plenty of shopping to be had right after Christmas
and during the first part of the new year, and Pacific Grove
offers an eclectic group of shops on and off of Lighthouse
Avenue, its main street.

For example, Tessuti Zoo, a visually stunning store at 171
Forest Ave., features “wild and whimsical” gifts, clothing,
jewelry, dolls, toys, books and other items. 

Other stores that offer a good selection of fun, quirky and
affordable gifts are The Quill at 217 Grand Ave.; Sand
Pebbles at 608 Lighthouse Ave.; The Tides at 665 Lighthouse
and Alpha Stationers at 221 Forest Ave.; which offers won-
derful sets of boxed cards. For your women’s clothing needs,
try The Clothing Store at 510 Lighthouse, No. 4.

If you happen to develop an appetite while lugging around
those shopping bags, consider taking a lunch or dinner break
at one of Pacific Grove’s restaurants such as Holly’s
Lighthouse Cafe, Pacific Thai, Peppers Mexicali Cafe, Max’s
Grill or Fandango.

Here are a few other stores worth exploring:

■ Pacific Grove Hardware

Buying gifts for dad can be a challenge. There are only so
many gaudy floral print ties, slippers and plastic back
scratchers he can handle. 

So why not pop on down to Pacific Grove Hardware at
229 Forest Ave. and buy something useful for your favorite
dad, such as bright LED flashlight or a power or hand tool?

The 3,600-square-foot store has a decent selection of
hardware supplies for home fix-it projects. 

“We are probably more of a basic needs hardware store,”
said Bill Derowski, who owns the shop with his wife, Suzy.
“We carry the things you would go to find for basic house-
hold repairs.”

Pacific Grove Hardware doesn’t try to compete with the
big-box hardware stores. Where P.G. Hardware has carved a
niche for itself, however, is in the service to its clientele.

“Our good customer service makes us different from other
hardware stores,” which has translated into customer loyalty,
Derowski said.

According to one customer who wrote an online review
on Yelp, Pacific Grove Hardware is the well stocked, has a
great selection and a good layout. 

In “over 10 years of living here, I can say everyone is
always so nice here and willing to help,” she wrote in April
of this year, “either with locating something or sharing tips,
even without asking. I vote this the friendliest business in
P.G., hands down.”

“I would say most of our customers are repeat customers,”
Derowski said. “We are a community hardware store.”

The store’s six full-time employees are regularly briefed
on new items, Derowski said.

“We do training so they have the tools to know what they
are selling,” he explained.

Pacific Grove Hardware is independently owned but car-
ries ACE Hardware branded tools and other products. The
store also carries larger items such as toilets, fixtures, water
heaters and hot water dispensers.

“We try to listen to the customer, and that’s how we stock
the store,” he said.

The Derowskis, who have owned the store since the mid
1990s, are appreciative of their customers. 

“It’s nice to be part of the community and we feel like we
are servicing the community,” he said. 

Pacific Grove Hardware is open weekdays 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and weekends 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call (831) 646-9144. 

■ Miss Trawick’s Garden Shop
When you walk into the courtyard of Miss Trawick’s

Garden Shop — nestled next to Red House Cafe at 664
Lighthouse Ave. — you’ll find plenty of things for the gar-
den, including pots, statues and fountains.

But around the corner inside Miss Trawick’s awaits an
assortment of other seasonal and birthday gift ideas one
might not expect to see in a garden shop.

“We are so much more than a garden store,” said Bill
Valuch, who owns the store with his wife, Rosemary. “We
have lamps, clocks, soap and lotions ... the list goes on. We
have a lot in this little space.”

Visitors to the store will find scarves, jewelry, handbags,
books, holiday decorations, greeting and specialty cards,
children’s items and lots of other items.

Miss Trawick’s sells cabinets and shelves to store or dis-
play collectibles for the home or office, and even has
monarch butterfly items. 

Though Miss Trawick’s is on Lighthouse Avenue, which
probably gets more shopping tourist foot traffic than any
other area in the city, the store also has many loyal local cus-
tomers.

“We have a great regular customer clientele base,” Valuch
said. “We get a lot of recommendations from a lot of people.”

Besides exceptional customer service, the store offers an
inventory that remains fresh.

The Valuches, who have owned the store since 1996,
recently expanded by opening Carried Away at 612
Lighthouse, which sells purses, handbags, wallets and acces-
sories.

When visiting Miss Trawick’s, don’t be surprised to be
greeted by the store’s mascot, Maggie, an adorable and
friendly black schnauzer.

Miss Trawick’s is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. For infor-
mation, call the store at (831) 375-4605 or visit the store’s
website at www.misstrawicks.com or its Facebook page. 

■ Artisana Gallery
The 3-year-old Artisana Gallery at 309-A Forest Ave. is

owned by Adrianne Jonson, an artist herself. 
“The main focus of our store is really to represent local

artisans,” Jonson explained to The Pine Cone. 
There are about 35 artists featured in the store. The idea

was to give artists “a local showcase where they wouldn’t
necessarily have one,”she said. 

Jonson, originally from San Diego, lived in the Sierra
foothills, where she ran a similar store. But the attraction to
the ocean was strong, and Jonson eventually moved to
Pacific Grove and opened Artisana, which is essentially an
artist bazaar. “I knew there was no store in Pacific Grove like
I had in the mountains,” explained Jonson. “We are unique.”

A customer wrote a review of Artisana for Yelp praising
the helpful staff and even the shop’s wonderful aroma.

“If you haven’t stopped into this shop yet, then you are

truly missing out on a great place to regain your center while
shopping for cards, unique jewelry, art, cards, jade, wood
carved pieces, scarves and so much more,” the reviewer
wrote. 

Most of the artists who have items for sale in the store are
from the Monterey Peninsula, area although there are a few
from the San Francisco Bay Area. 

And Artisana offers gifts in all price ranges. “Seriously,
with all honesty, you can come in with 10 cents and find
something to purchase,” Jonson said. “Or you can in with
$15,000 and we can accommodate you on that scale.”

For instance, the store offers hand made ornaments —
made in California, not China — for a mere $4. “Our prices
are incredibly reasonable for what we offer,” she said.

Artisana Gallery is open Monday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (831) 655-9775 or visit the store’s Facebook page.
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FINE WOODWORKING
By Paul Sable. Fine custom cabinetry/furniture for
the discriminating homeowner/designer or contrac-
tor. 30 yrs. experience. Excellent local references.
Free estimate.
Call Paul 831-345-3540 cell. TF

R.G. BUILDERS
Located in Carmel, we work exclusively in the
Monterey Bay area. From custom built homes, to
home additions and renovations to bath & kitchen
remodels. We also provide door & window instal-
lation, tile, and hardwood floor installation and
exterior deck. We do it all. There is no job too
small. We are a fully licensed, bonded & insured
company. Lic. #B803407.
Call Roger (831) 588-6751 TF

GRAVES CONSTRUCTION INC.
Kitchen, Baths, Tile, Flooring, Roofing, Decks,
Additions, all phases of construction. “We do the
small jobs, too!” Local company with references.
Lic# 893721. 831-375-1743 TF

• Reach the people who need your service for as little as $20.00 per week. Put The Carmel Pine Cone to work for you! (831) 624-0162 or (831) 274-8652.

SERVICE DIRECTORY

◗  DECORATIVE PAINTING

◗  FENCES AND DECKS

◗  CABINETRY

◗  CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

◗  GARDEN, LANDSCAPE & IRRIGATION

ON-LINE FENCE
DECKS, REDWOOD, TREX, 
POWER WASHING, SEALING.
REMODELS & HOME IMPROVEMENTS.
Call Jimmy (831) 915-3557
Lic. #830762

◗  CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL cont.

◗  ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

◗  FLOORING

◗  CARPENTRY

Building, Remodeling and Renovations
Historic Renovations - Windows & Doors

Maintenance & Repairs
Energy Saving Improvements - Solar Electricity

831-402-1347  jeffedmonds@yahoo.comL
ic

# 
B

 3
49

60
5

Carmel Valley Electric Inc.
Serving the Peninsula since 1960

Residential/Commercial,
Service Repairs

Remodels, Custom Homes
LED Lighting,Yard Lighting & Solar

CA Certified Electricians • Lic. # 464846

(831) 659-2105
Credit Cards Accepted

◗  COMPUTER SERVICES

Zak Vetter
Apple / Macintosh computer help

In your home / office, setup, repair, teaching
iPod, cell phone and palm pilot setup

www.VetterTech.com    831-277-8852 NOTICE TO READERS: California law requires that contractors taking
jobs that total $500 or more (labor or materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License Board. State law also requires that contrac-
tors include their license number on all advertising. You can check
the status of your licensed contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-
321-CSLB. Unlicensed contractors taking jobs  that total less than
$500 must state in their advertisements that they are not licensed by
the Contractors State License Board. The PUBLIC UTILITIES COM-
MISSION requires household movers to include their PUC license
number in their ads. Contact the PUC at (800) 877-8867.

BRUCE LOORAM BUILDER
32 YEARS PENINSULA EXPERIENCE

Custom Homes & Remodels
Victorian Restorations

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Design Available
Free Estimates

Lic. #469152

Resume & References
Call Now
Office

831-333-9157
Fax

831-626-9145

DECORATIVE PAINTING/FAUX FINISHES
Specializing in wall glazing, antiquing, 
stenciling, gold leaf ing, hand painting, 

and textured surfaces.

Personalized design, beautiful custom finishes
Katherine Moore (831) 915-2649

“If your fireplace smokes, it won’t when I leave!”
�

I do extensive repairs on masonry fireplaces only.
BAD DAMPERS, SMOKERS, FIREWALLS, 

CHIMNEYS, CROWNS…ANY AND ALL
No zero clearance • Not a sweep 

Rumford fireplaces – New & retrofit

831-625-4047

◗  FIREPLACES

◗  FIREWOOD

◗  FURNITURE REPAIR

ANDY CHRISTIANSEN
CHAIR DOCTOR

(831) 375-6206

CARMEN’S APPLIANCE & HOME REPAIR
Repair • Sales • Installation. Serving Carmel,
Pebble Beach & surrounding areas.
(831) 236-1869. TF

◗  APPLIANCES

CAM Construction

www.camconstructioninc.com
(831)626-8886(831)626-8886

•••
Innovative Design Solutions
Superior Craftsmanship
Committed To Your Satisfaction

The Penninsulas
Preferred Builder

New Homes - Additions - Remodels
Kitchens - Baths - Windows - Doors - Decks

Lic. No. 770875

Full Service Local Company

◗  CARPET CLEANING

OAK FIRE WOOD
Quality, well split dry oak, delivered.
(831) 601-9728 TF

DUKE GENERAL CONTRACTING & PAINTING
Pride in Customer Satisfaction
All Phases / 28 years exp.
Handyman Services • Drywall • Carpentry
(831) 320-1279 cell
(831) 632-0502 wk & fax
Dukerus@att.net
Free Estimates / Bonded & Insured • Lic #561848

◗  CONTRACTOR

Rick Broome & Son
HARDWOOD FLOOR

SPECIALISTS
SERVING THE MONTEREY

PENINSULA SINCE 1947

PH/FAX (831) 375-7778
LIC. #573904

CARPENTER - 34 YEARS
Kitchen, Baths, Cabinets, Doors, Stairs,

Windows, Decks, Finish, ALL Flooring, Tile,
Concrete, Plumbing, Electrical, Sheetrock,
Repairs, Handicap Accessory Installations,

Furniture Cleaning, Tile & Grout

831.869.2661

RICHARDS CONSTRUCTION
Simply Build Smart

♦ Remodels
♦ Restoration
♦ New Construstion
♦ Framing and Foundations
♦ Repair and Maintenance
♦ Zen Gardens

DARRELL RICHARDS
(831) 601-5993

dr.const.home@gmail.com
Lic # 908031

10% 
Discount 

FALLON ELECTRIC
Residential & Commerical

Service / Repairs
For all of your electrical needs.

Great Rates!
(831) 620-0759
lic.#912607 *Mention Ad

◗  AUTOMOBILE STORAGE

SECURE COLLECTOR
CAR STORAGE
Attendant On Site 24 hours
Access Hours 9AM to 6PM (After Hours by Appointment) 
Detail Services Available

Mohr Imported Cars, Inc.
1187 Del Monte Avenue, Monterey

Space is limited! (831) 373-3131

We buy old
Porche cars

GARDENING
My name is Daniel Higgins and I can keep your
garden healthy and beautiful. I only charge $17/hr.
Please call 831-320-2012

◗  BODYWORK/MASSAGE

THAI YOGA MASSAGE - Emerge Refreshed,
Energized & at Peace. Excellent for golfers,
yogies, runners, seniors, etc. in Carmel.
Call (831) 320-5238 12/17

ANTHEM CARPET CLEANING
SPECIALIST IN… CARPET & FURNITURE CLEANING

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

The Bane-Clene Way® • Approved by leading carpet makers
All Work Guaranteed • Weekend Appointments Available

(831) 375-5122
www.baneclene.com

MEMBER OF  CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Setting the standard since 1962
©Bane-Clene Corp., 1999

LIC. #761579

GARDEN CLEAN UP &
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Repave & Masonry,
Irrigation & Tree Service

(831) 901-9656 

Tired of insects and other pests?
Let nature help …..

with a little prompting from me.
1-877-345-2114

forrest@saintaubinbce.com 

The Carmel Pine Cone Sales Staff
Real Estate, Pebble Beach & Big Sur

Jung Yi, jung@carmelpinecone.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8646
Carmel, Carmel Valley & Pacific Grove

Joann Kiehn, joann@carmelpinecone.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8655
Monterey, Seaside, Sand City & Marina

Scott MacDonald, scott@carmelpinecone.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 261-6110

Obituaries, Calendar, Service Directory, Classifieds
Vanessa Jimenez, vanessa@carmelpinecone.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8652

Legals, Accounting, Subscriptions
Irma Garcia, irma@carmelpinecone.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8645

CAREGIVER
I am an excellent caregiver with references.
Available all shifts. (831) 920-7236 12/17

◗  CAREGIVER

INCA 
LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT
Serving the Monterey Peninsula since 1981

Mario E. Callau
Landscape Designer

and Contractor 
Lic. # 875311

Carmel resident 
since 1981

Office 831-625-0900
Cell 831-320-4420

• A full service landscape design,
installation and maintenance company

• Drip irrigation installation, trouble-
shooting and repair

• Fully licensed, bonded and insured

MASONRY • LANDSCAPING • CARPENTRY

Ramiro Hernandez 
Cell (831) 601-7676 • Hm (831) 633-2798

Brick, Stone
Concrete
Rock-Block
Plumbing
Sheetrock
Insulation
Roofing

Gardening
Plant
Pruning
Lawn 
Maintenance

Sprinklers
Clean-up & Hauling

Fences, Decks
Pavers, Repair, 
Tile, Painting,
Plastering
Stucco

MONTAGNE LANDSCAPE
Intelligent and inspired gardening to suit your needs.

Maintenance - Design - Construction 
Former project manager, Carmel Plaza and    

Senior Landscape Supervisor, UCSC 

831-763-2804 LIC#. 805047
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◗  GARDEN cont.  

◗  HAULING

TRASH IT BY THE SEA
Hauling is my calling. Yardwaste & Household
debris. No Job too Small! 
Call Michael (831) 624-2052. TF

◗  HOUSE CLEANING

EXPERT HOUSECLEANING
Have your home cleaned by 

“The Best in Town.” Great rates!
We also do gardening and windows.

License #6283

(831) 402-5434 or (831) 392-0327

◗  HOUSE CLEANING cont.

◗  HANDYMAN SERVICES

Isabel’s Cleaning Services
15 YRS. EXPERIENCE • PROFESSIONAL & EXCELLENT REFERENCES

Serving Pebble Beach, Carmel, PG & All of Monterey Bay
Residential • Offices • House Management

Ideal for Realtors • Vacation Homes • Move In & Move Out
Available Anytime

~ ANA or LURIA CRUZ ~

831-262-0671 • 831-262-0436 • 831-449-3346

MILLER MOVING & STORAGE
Local, Nationwide, Overseas, or Storage. 
We offer full service packing. Agents for

Atlas Van Lines. CAL PUC# 35355

CALL (831) 373-4454

◗  MOVING

J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC.
We can handle all your moving and storage
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize
in high-value household goods. Excellent refer-
ences available. CAL PUC #187400. Call Jim
Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831) 901-5867.

TF

CARDINALE MOVING & STORAGE, INC.
Local, nationwide or overseas. Complete mov-
ing, packing storage or shipping. Agents for
United Van Lines. CAL PUC #102 808.
Call 632-4100 or 800-995-1602. TF

LINKS LANDSCAPING
General maintenance, paving, cleanups and tree
trimming. (831) 236-5368. TF

◗  LANDSCAPING

NIELSEN CUSTOM FINISHES, INC.
Serving the Peninsula since 1987

Painting Effects & Restoration
Old World Craftsmanship • New World Technology

Decorative Arts • Color Consultation

BRETT NIELSEN
ARTISAN

(831) 899-3436
License #676493

CUSTOM PAINTING
GLAZING & ANTIQUING
FAUX & MARBLE FINISHES
FURNITURE RESTORATION
VENETIAN PLASTER

◗  PAINTING & RESTORATION

Vacation residential and more. 
Professional and quality service. Very low
price. We also do Gardening & Windows

(831) 899-8725 or Cell (831) 236-7133
CALL FOR AN ESTIMATE, LONG TERM REFERENCES AVAILABLE!

Carmel-by-the-Sea Housecleaning

PINEDO CONSTRUCTION
Remodels, Bathrms, Drywall
Elect. Decks & Fences, Repairs
Sm Jobs / Excel Refs / Free Estimates

Mont. Cel 277-0417   Lic # 910374

Support Pine Cone advertisers

~ Shop locally

DANIEL’S
LANDSCAPING SERVICE

• Stone Work 
• Concrete Brick
• Low Voltage Lighting

• Cobblestone Pavers
• Irrigation Systems
• Drainages

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

www.danielsqlandscaping.com
(831) 915-6567

COMPLETE LANDSCAPE INSTALLATION

CA LIC # 943784 INSURED & BONDED

◗  PLUMBING

PRECISION PLUMBING
Full Service Licensed Plumbing company, New Construction &
Remodels, Repiping, Water Heater Service & Replacements.
Family Owned and Managed. Excellent References, Senior
Citizen Discounts and Referral Fees Available. License #886656
CALL DAVE @ PRECISION PLUMBING

(831) 915-7925

WILL BULLOCK PAINTING AND RESTORATION
Interior or exterior. Top quality yet economical.
Residential specialist - 35 year's local references.
Full range of services. Fully insured. Lic. #436767
willbullockpainting.com, 625-3307, cell 277-
8952 TF

BRENT BAYSINGER PAINTER
Interior-Exterior. Old fashioned quality. Free esti-
mates. Excellent Carmel, Pebble Beach and
Carmel Valley references. Lic. #663828. Insured.
(831) 625-0679. TF

JIMMY DOMINGO PAINTING
Interior/Exterior, quality, efficiency, dependability,
competitive rates, free estimates, excellent refer-
ences. Lic. #609568 insured. (831) 394-0632.TF

◗  PAINTING-COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates, Experienced, 
Included: 

Cleaning Products Supplied

K’s House Cleaning Service

831.393.9913

Residential, Commercial, 
Remodels, & Move-outs

MONTEREY BAY HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Complete Home Repair

Kitchens, Baths, Remodels, 
Concrete, Fences, Decks

WE DO IT ALL! 
15 yrs exp. Lots of local references available.

(831) 760-7680

DM PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Residential Specialist Painting
Custom Faux Finishes

Authentic Venetian Plaster
Wallpaper Removal

Drywall Repair • Power Washing
Excellent References

LOW RATES!
Manuel Meza

831-236-2628

Lic # 948239

CA License #364707 373-7038

Re-Roofing –
All Types

FREE ESTIMATES

Repair Specialists since 1979

◗  ROOFING

◗  TREE SERVICE

IVERSON’S TREE SERVICE 
& STUMP REMOVAL

Complete Tree Service
Fully Insured

Lic. # 677370

Call (831) 625-5743

MATIAS GARDENING
15 years experience. I trim trees, plant lawns,
lay mulch, gardens, poison oak trimming, tree

cutting/pruning, and haul away anything.
Maintenance and garage clean outs.

Excellent references.
(831) 601-5734

◗  UPHOLSTERY

(831) 375-5665
301 Fountain Ave • Pacific Grove, CA 93950

J. Ballard & Son Upholstery
Family owned since 1948

Highest Quality Workmanship
Free Estimates
Fabric Samples 

shown in your home

TREE TRIMMING
REMOVAL • PLANTING
30 Years on the Monterey Peninsula

TREE SERVICE
JOHN LEY

FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES CA LIC. 660892

8 3 1 . 2 7 7 . 6 3 3 2

JOHN NORMAN HANDYMAN SERVICE
Adept Tradesman - Electrical, Plumbing,
Carpentry, Tile, Painting, and Hauling. Very
Reasonable Rates. Lic. # 889019 
(831) 595-9799. TF

◗  PET SERVICES

Nutritional Counciling simplified 
and tailored to your lifestyle.

Phone consultations, Home visits, workshops.
Bonnie: www.HeadtoTailHealth.com

(831) 359-6001

$20 off First Consultation
Confused about what to feed your 

animal companion? 
Do you think they could be healthier? 

Commercial diets, Raw food diets, Home
prepared, and Special needs diets.

Affordable Rates
Excellent Work. 15 yrs. Experience.

Residential / Vacation Homes / 1 time Deep Clean
Pets Welcome / Local References.

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call us today for a free estimate Graciela & Alma 

(831) 402-5079 or 917-2023

Your Home Your Paradise

Robert Dayton 
Landscaping

HANDS ON OWNER/OPERATOR

Specializing in: Full Service Maintenance, 
Landscape Renovations, Low Voltage Lighting,

Landscape Hard/Soft Installation
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

License # 
916352(831) 233-2871

Serving
Monterey 
Peninsula 

Since 1981

FREE ESTIMATES!

◗  PERSONAL ASSISTANT

GOOD NEIGHBOR SERVICES
Light Bookkeeping • Organizing

Transportation • Pet & House Sitting
Bonded & Insured

Cathie Crabb
Personal Assistant

Cell: (831) 710-0052“Ask and ye shall receive.”

60 Years of re-roof/repair expertise.
“Maximum Roofing Peace of Mind.”

(831) 394-8581
ROSSROOFING1950.COM

◗  WINDOW CLEANING

The  Tinker’s  Daughter  Gardening
Emphasizing a thoughtful, responsible & 

knowledgeable approach to garden care; taking
time to do things well & by hand, resulting in 

satisfaction shared by both gardener & owner.

PPllaanntt  CCaarree  &&  MMaaiinntteennaannccee
Focusing on hand work rather than power tools.

CCaatthheerriinnee  CCoollwweellll
(831)  277-7386

Lic. 
#842363

Est.
1982

Kelly O’Clean — Housekeeping at its best! 
Also, experienced, professional assistance for
your special events. Schedule an appointment.
Call (831) 659-5561. 12/31

HOME & OFFICE ORGANIZING
Clutter clearing • System set-up & paper flow

Storage & room organization
Packing, moving, & inventory

Call Carolyn 831-277-9041 
carolynclears@gmail.com

www.organizingwithdistinction.com

◗  ORGANIZING

Full Insured • Residential/Commercial
Pressure Washing • Roof & Gutter Cleaning

(831) 373-5500
Troy Simons

P.O. Box 51043, Pacific Grove. CA 93950

THAI YOGA MASASGE - Emerge
Refreshed,Energized & at Peace. Excellent for
golfers, yogies, runners, seniors, e.t.c. in Carmel.
Call (831) 320-5238 1/14

MERRY CHRISTMAS MASSAGE SPECIAL –
Get your 70 min. massage in a cozy Carmel stu-
dio by Noel. I specialize in Thai-Stretching, relax-
ing Swedish and Deep Tissue. Open from 10 a.m.
to 10 p.m. Last minute appointments welcome.
(831) 917-9373, www.carmel-massage.com

12/24

◗  MASSAGE

HOLIDAY DEADLINES

The Pine Cone office will be CLOSED
Friday, December 24 and 31, 2010

and Monday, January 3, 2011

All Display Advertising (Real Estate & Section A), 

Legals, Classified and Service Directory

should be turned in by:

Monday, Dec. 27, 12 NOON

(for 12/31/10 issue)

Thursday, Dec. 30, 12 NOON

(for 1/7/11 issue)

◗  MASONRY

CA
NTERA MASONRY
831-236-5368

• Stone Pavers • BBQ Pits • Fireplaces
• Retaining Walls • Foundations • Patios

CA Lic. 910101

PERSONAL ASSISTANT
PERSONAL ASSISTANT AVAILABLE FOR PRO-
JECTS AND ADMINISTRATIVE NEEDS. Call
(831) 626-1447 12/31



Editorial

Hooray for fewer lawsuits

IF AN ordinary citizen stood on a street corner holding a sign that said, “The
high school principal is a child molester,” or “The pharmacist is a heroin push-
er,” and those statements weren’t true, the citizen would surely — and probably
successfully — be sued for defamation.

Likewise, if a reporter heard the statements and put them in a newspaper or
broadcast them on TV, the reporter and his bosses could be sued. 

But if a police officer made identical statements in the course of doing his
job, he could not be sued — even if he knew the statements were lies and pur-
posely made them to damage the reputations of the principal and the pharmacist.

That was the fascinating lesson about the intersection of libel, free speech and
crime fighting that came out of the quick dismissal two weeks ago of a defama-
tion suit brought against the county sheriff by Angelo Amadio and Ralph
Kennaugh, who reported the theft of a multimillion-dollar art collection from
their Pebble Beach home in 2009. 

Soon after they made their report, a deputy sheriff told the media he believed
the alleged theft was a “scam” — something Amadio and Kennaugh vehement-
ly denied. The deputy’s statement severely damaged their reputations and made
it difficult for them to do business, they said. And since they also claimed that
the deputy sheriff’s statement was false, Amadio and Kennaugh sued him, the
sheriff’s office and the County of Monterey in superior court, demanding com-
pensation for the damage they claimed they suffered from having a deputy sher-
iff tell the whole world they were scam artists.

Normally, a suit like this would follow a long path through the legal system,
including months of discovery and depositions, and probably wouldn’t come to
trial for years.

But Monterey County and the sheriff’s office had an ace up their sleeves:
They hired attorney Neil Shapiro, who’s become the local expert in fighting
Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation, or SLAPPs, which California’s
anti-SLAPP law treats as nuisance suits intended to stifle the target’s free speech
rights and provides for quick dismissal.

Shapiro asked a judge to throw out Amadio and Kennaugh’s defamation suit
as a SLAPP because the deputy sheriff who called them scam artists was just
exercising his right to speak his mind on a topic of public interest, and because
state law provides immunity for police officers and sheriff’s deputies from being
sued for anything they say while they’re investigating crimes.

Amadio and Kennaugh’s attorney argued the sheriff’s deputy who called his
clients scam artists and the government agencies he worked for weren’t entitled
to that immunity because his statements were, in his view, egregiously untrue. 

But the judge sided with the sheriff and the county, noting that immunity
from defamation suits extends to law enforcement officials, even for statements
which are “malicious and without probable cause.” 

In other words, a police officer can say anything he wants while on the job —
even things that would quickly cause a private citizen who made such statements
to owe his victim a lot of money.

And why do police officers deserve such power? Because the Legislature has
long recognized that if they had to watch what they say while trying to solve
crimes, their effectiveness would be greatly reduced. In fact, some courts have
held that they probably wouldn’t be able to function at all.

In other words, society values crime fighting more than the ability of private
citizens to sue police officers for the bad things they might say — even untrue
things.

When you think about it, it’s amazing that this protection for police officers
exists. The state Legislature and Congress usually seem hell-bent on passing
laws that will create more lawsuits, not forestall them.

Three cheers for the anti-SLAPP law. We need more laws just like it.
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BEST of BATES

L e t t e r s
to the Editor

Big changes needed
Dear Editor,

Your reporter did a great job of informing
the public of the outrageous salary, pension
and benefits of the retired park district gen-
eral manager, Joe Donofrio.

Unfortunately, most of us don’t have the
time to follow the actions (especially salary
decisions) of all of the agencies, districts,
boards, etc. let alone the city, county and
other governing bodies. Our entire public
employee system that has allowed inflated
salaries before retirement and the resultant
generous pensions and free medical benefits
must be changed.

Back to the park district: The board
should be trying find the new manager at the
lowest salary, a significantly lower pension
benefit, and make sure all employees pay a
portion of their health insurance costs.   

Please continue to keep us informed,
maybe if enough of us get upset with these

exorbitant pensions and health benefits we
can exact some changes.

Jack Angel, Monterey

‘No rational basis’
Dear Editor,

Your Dec. 17 article regarding a proposal
to stop all new water hook-ups on the
Monterey Peninsula got me to thinking.

During the drought of the 1970s, I lived in
San Francisco. The city’s department of
water stated that each home was limited to an
average of X gallons per person per day. If a
home exceeded that limit, it was assessed a
large fine. This made sense. It directly limit-
ed the amount of water consumed, was
applied equally to each resident, and there
was a consequence for non-compliance.

The Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District’s current method of
water usage regulation does not directly limit
the amount of water consumed. Instead, it
restricts the number of water hook-ups (or
credits) a property has. A five-bedroom
home might have 10 hook-ups but only two
residents. A two-bedroom home might have
five hook-ups but six residents. The smaller
home would have half as many hook-ups as
the larger home but would likely have three
times the water usage. Clearly, the connec-
tion to water usage is with the number of res-
idents and not the number of hook-ups.

In legal parlance, it would seem that the
district’s current method of water usage reg-
ulation has no “rational basis.” Anyone
adversely affected by it might reasonably
challenge the validity of this regulation. I
would recommend that you contact your
attorney and discuss the matter.

Todd C. Ganos,
Carmel
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DRIVER
From page 3A

Paul Brocchini and Mark Ryan 
831-601-1620 or 831-238-1498

www.carmelabodes.com

BROCCHINI • RYAN

We know the market! 

Local Business Knowledge
Real estate is peculiarly local in nature. That is why 

national and even statewide reports are almost useless to 
understanding local trends. For the local dope, check out 

our reports here or on line. Have questions? Call us.

New Year's Eve
at Hidden Valley

party food
party wine
party fun
party music:
the George Young
Quintet with
Eddie Erickson

9:00 pm   $50

party info 659-3115

Hidden Valley Music Seminars
Carmel Valley Rd @ Ford Rd, Carmel Valley

Private Duty Home Care
CNA’s • Caregivers • Companions

Judy Higgerson, RN, MBA
President
Certified Senior Advisor

Celebrating 28 Years of Award Winning Service!
When Caring Counts… Count on Country Home Care

COUNTRY
HOME CARE

831-333-2070
www.CountryHomeCare.com

Sillman.
“We’re hoping to go with that date in January,” she said

this week.
Petrick, who was 25 at the time of the accident, was

arrested by the California Highway Patrol for felony DUI and
taken to Monterey County Jail after allegedly driving over
Carmel High School student Ryan Marden — son of Carmel
River School principal Jay Marden — with his 2007 Toyota
Tundra pickup truck while trying to get up a hill. 

Marden and a friend had been in sleeping bags on the
ground when the accident occurred shortly after 2:30 a.m.
May 2, CHP public information officer Bob Lehman report-
ed at the time, and Petrick was reportedly unaware what he
had done until passengers in his truck yelled. 

A rescue helicopter took Marden to Santa Clara Valley
Medical Center, where he was treated for a broken collar
bone and pain to his neck and shoulder. The friend sleeping
next to him was unharmed.

The accident prevented Marden from finishing the season
with his championship-contending CHS swimming team. 

SURPRISE
From page 1A

“I reached down into the podium, to grab his attention,
and Matt reached around him and gave him his dessert,”
Rana recounted. 

Perhaps distracted by the cake, Rawson said a polite,
“Thanks,” without taking a good look at his waiter, so Rana
suggested he do so.

“He was stunned,” when he realized his server was the son
he expected was still overseas in the Middle East and would-
n’t be home for Christmas, Rana said.

So began an evening that had a lot of the county’s top
brass singing Rawson’s praises. His longtime friend Louis
Fetherolf, the chief of police in Salinas, even played guitar
for him, and Monterey Fire Chief Andrew Miller bestowed
upon Rawson a custom-designed helmet in honor of his work
with the fire department during his tenure in Carmel.

In addition to the surprise visit from Matt, Rawson
received a guitar, Rana said, “so he could learn how to play
guitar in his retirement.”

Not that he will have much free time, considering he’s
already working as head of security for Northridge Mall in
Salinas.

planning to place a greater emphasis on attracting confer-
ences, conventions and meetings, so it’s likely whoever
replaces Lesnik will have expertise in booking events that
fall outside the realm of arts and entertainment.

“I think it’s smart to look at ways of optimizing revenue
for Sunset Center,” Lesnik suggested. “When you operate a
facility in the name of the city, you have to be very conscious
of serving the whole menu of needs that the city has. It’s a
tough balancing act.”

In his revamped role, Lesnik said he’s looking forward to
being part of the organization’s future, and he called its arts
and entertainment programming, “the soul of the city.”

In a statement released Dec. 8, Sunset Center’s board of
directors announced that while [the theater] “continues to be
a sustainable operation in its own right, additional opportu-
nities exist to develop the usage and revenues of the facility
beyond the performances, and pursuing these newer ventures
is a priority.”

NUTZ
From page 11A

MISSION
From page 1A

Basilica all the way to the altar,” said Carmel Fire engineer
August Beacham. “We got most of it out. They were starting
a concert at 7 p.m., so we had to work quickly.”

Using a sump pump and squeegees, firefighters managed
to remove most of the water from the historic rooms, though
the stone floors were still wet and a few puddles remained by
the time guests entered for the evening Christmas prayers and
carols Dec. 19. Beacham said the process took about an hour
and 15 minutes.

Attendees had to use an alternate entrance, since the
flooded drain was located just to the left of the large front
doors they usually enter, according to parish secretary Liz
Pana. 

“They were still there trying to finish up before we start-
ed,” she said of the firefighters. As a result, the prayer service
and concert “probably started a little late.”

Because it’s such a busy time of the year for the Mission,
which was founded in 1771 and is one of the most important
among the 21 constructed along the California Coast,
cleanup efforts have had to accommodate multiple concerts,
services and Masses, according to Pana.

“We’ve got the dehumidifiers in there running right now,
just to take care of the moisture,” she said Wednesday. “As far
as we can tell so far, there’s no damage.”

MERCHANTS
From page 10A

is up, and some retailers said they’re doing well. I was pleas-
antly surprised.”

John Lloyd, general manager of the Pine Inn, agreed that
the business climate has improved.

“Over the last few months, sales have increased over the
same period last year,” Lloyd confirmed. “I think people are
starting to spend some of their discretionary dollars again.
We have a lot of repeat customers, and we’re seeing them
return.”

Rave reviews
The city itself isn’t looking too bad, either. The Chamber

has been getting rave reviews about the town’s recent holiday
makeover.

“Carmel looks spectacular right now,” Potter added. “I’ve
received tons of comments from locals and visitors.”

Lions pretty-up house for Mission Fields nonagenarians
By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE CARMEL Mission Lions, a service club that
includes interim Carmel Police Chief Mike Calhoun, fixed
up an Oliver Road home for an elderly couple the group
“adopted.”

“The Mission Trail Lions decided to adopt a family and
see what we could do, so it was my job as project manager to
see who we could find that would be eligible — someone in
need,” he said.

Through The Carmel Foundation, Calhoun found Sam
and Silvana Harris, both in their 90s.

“There was vegetation in the backyard that was overgrown
and growing into the roof, there was an electrical hazard
from exposed wires, and the exterior was in dire need of
painting,” he said of their home in the Mission Fields neigh-
borhood.

Calhoun said he and Anne Albano, director of support ser-
vices for the foundation, had to work a little bit to convince
the Harrises the offer of help was legitimate and wouldn’t
cost them anything. (As a police officer, Calhoun said he was
proud of them for their skepticism, considering how many
scams target older people.)

Kidwell Paint, owned by Gordon Martine, gave the Lions
about $775 worth of paint, and Kelly-Moore donated more
than $100 worth of brushes, rollers, tape and other necessi-
ties. 

“Between the two, we were very privileged to say that
they came through, so it didn’t cost us anything other than
labor,” he said.

Mission Trail Lions club members spent two full week-
ends removing the shrubbery, making repairs and painting
the house. To replace the ivy that Silvana Harris had grown
accustomed to looking at through her window every day, they
installed a trellis with new plants.

“The family is very appreciative,” he said. “It was neat
and very rewarding for us, and the neighbors were so sur-
prised. Here’s a neighborhood that had a house sitting in it
that was old and dilapidated, and now it looks a little fresh-
er.”

Calhoun said the Mission Trail Lions plan to undertake a
similar project next year.

PHOTOS/LIONS/KELLY NIX

The Harrises’ house (left) needed a little help, so the Carmel
Mission Lions helped spruce it up (above).



By MARY BROWNFIELD

TO FUNCTION as a preeminent golf
tournament and big-money fundraiser for
local charities, the AT&T Pebble Beach
National Pro-Am relies on almost 2,000 vol-
unteers, and organizers are soliciting help for
the 2011 event. 

Since Bing Crosby brought his clambake
to the Monterey Peninsula in 1947, the
Monterey Peninsula Foundation — which
runs the tournament — has made more than
$85 million in charitable donations. Many
workers return year after year just for the joy
of taking part in the tournament played on
the Pebble Beach Golf Links, Spyglass Hill
and the Monterey Peninsula
Country Club’s Shore
Course, but that doesn’t
mean all the jobs for the Feb.
7-13, 2011, event are filled.

According to spokes-
woman Cathy Scherzer,
committees in charge of
marshals, transportation and
other key jobs are still
searching for willing and
capable volunteers to cover
shifts during the tournament,
when PGA Tour pros will
compete for a record $6.3
million purse. She encour-
aged anyone who is interest-
ed to apply online at
www.attpbgolf.com or call
(831) 649-1533.

Another chance to win
People planning on pur-

chasing AT&T Pro-Am tick-
ets for themselves or as gifts
may want to order sooner
rather than later, so they can
get in on the final drawing

22 A The Carmel Pine Cone December 24, 2010

WARMEST WISHES FOR A
WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON

Me ... too!
Salon

831.625.5008 • Mission Street & 8th Avenue
Carmel by the Sea • www.metoosalon.com

Me ... too!
Carmel-by-the-Sea’s Premier Luxury Salon

Call for an appointment to see the Difference!

10% OFF
ALL GIFT CERTIFICATES

AND PRODUCTS
VALID THRU 12-24-10

Coastal Valley Imaging of Carmel

Now Open in Carmel
(26542 Carmel Rancho Boulevard — next to the Barnyard)

26542 Carmel Rancho Boulevard, Carmel

T: (831) 625-7255 • T: (866) NOW-4MRI

7164 Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel
Valley Hills Shopping Center
Directly across from Baja Cantina

(831) 620-1202

also carrying Copper Weather Vanes & Wind Chimes
Receive

15% 
Off

Bird Houses Only
With This Ad

PC

One-of-a-Kind Handcrafted 
Redwood Victorian Bird Houses

Patio Art • Bird Feeders

Last Minute
Unique Gifts 

Open 

until 6pm 

Christmas Eve

The Best of Home & GardenThe Best of Home & Garden

Be smart and aware… hire a licensed contractor

A FULL SERVICE BUILDING CONTRACTOR

Think Construction, Think Thamer

Monterey Peninsula 
local since 1974

Jamie Thamer

831.394.3296
Lic# 879413

REMODELING • RESTORATION • ADDITIONS,
KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • DOORS • WINDOWS
DECKS • PATIOS • RETAINING WALLS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR

JMT CONSTRUCTION

831.622.9168
East side Dolores St, Bt 7th & 8th

Carmel-by-the-Sea

Open Daily:
10:00AM - 9:00PM

www.happyfeetcarmel.com

Gift Certificates Available

The Best Gift for your loved
one this Holiday Season

Foot Massage
$28 PER HOUR

Includes: Head, Neck, Shoulder, 
Back and Leg Massage

Happy F   t III

Body Massage
$55 PER HOUR

Your Pet Sitter

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Professional Pet Sitting 
in the comfort of your own Home

Available 7 days a week 
to care for your furry friends.

20% discount 
with the mention of this ad

Lauren Dubin
(831) 238-2522

www.yourpetsitter.com

for free golf on the famed P.B. links, among
other great freebies. The last chance to win
will be Monday, Jan. 3, and to be eligible,
ticket orders must be received by noon on the
previous business day. Prizes include golf for
two at P.B., Spyglass Hill and MPCC,
Fairway Club tickets for the tournament,
inside-the-ropes access during the 3M
Celebrity Challenge, a pin flag autographed
by the 2011 AT&T champion and a book of
the artwork featured on tournament program
covers since Pebble Beach began hosting it
more than six decades ago.

Tickets may be purchased online at
www.attpbgolf.com or by calling (800) 541-
9091.

Volunteers sought for AT&T Pro-Am Noon Year’s Eve
MY MUSEUM — the kids’ museum in

downtown Monterey — will host Noon
Year’s Eve on Dec. 31, so children can enjoy
the excitement of the end of 2010 without
staying up until midnight. 

Parents and their young ones are invited
to stop in to make silly hats and noisemakers,

create calendars and even meet the Noon
Year’s Eve Fairy, according to executive
director Lauren Cohen, as well as have their
faces painted, munch on treats and cheer the
lowering of the MY Museum Noon Year’s
Eve ball.

The event is free to MYM members and
$10 per person for nonmembers. The address
is 425 Washington St. in Monterey. To
reserve a spot, call (831) 649-6444 or email
lauren@mymuseum.org.
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WWW.PEACEOFMINDDOGRESCUE.ORG
P.O. BOX 51554, PACIFIC GROVE, CA 93950

831-718-9122 
Sponsored by 

Kathy and Pete Henney.

(If you would like to sponsor 
our next ad, give us a call.)

Maggie is all dressed up
in her Santa outfit with no
place to go! Maggie is a
12-year old, six pound
Chihuahua. She is looking
for a patient adopter who
will let her blossom at her
own pace. It takes her a
while to trust new people,
but once she knows you,
her devotion and loyalty
are steadfast.

Maggie

CALL NOW FOR YOUR
FREE IN-HOME DESIGN

CONSULTATION!
(831) 646-5200

SOLTECH - FourSeasonsSunrooms.com

SUNROOMS
& PERGOLAS
BY FOUR SEASONS SUNROOMS

EXCLUSIVE GLASS TECHNOLOGY

Solartecture
600A East Franklin St.
Monterey, CA 93940

Made in N. America for over 30 Years

In addition, there will be a New Year’s
Eve show begins at 8:30 p.m. and includes
desserts, wine, party favors and a
Champagne toast at midnight. Tickets are
$75.

The Golden Bough Theater is located on
the west side of Monte Verde, between
Eighth and Ninth. For more information, call

THEATER
From page 16A

(831) 622-0100.

■ Poetry comes alive
Next up for PacRep Theater is “Words On

Stage: Voices from Great Literature,” which
its School for Dramatic Arts will present
Monday and Tuesday, Jan. 10-11, 2011 at the
Indoor Forest Theater. Local actors will read
works by Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Mary
Oliver. For more information on PacRep
Theater events, visit www.pacrep.org.

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A FAKE lawn didn’t pass muster with
the Carmel Planning Commission, which
voted 4-1 Dec. 8 to deny a permit for the
small patch of artificial turf Edna Young
wanted to install in the front yard of her
home on the southeast corner of San Carlos
and 10th. 

Young sought to replace a 12-by-24-foot
patch of real, gopher-hole-ridden grass with
a lawn manufactured by Heavenly Greens in
a yard surrounded by a 6-foot-high fence and
numerous trees. She said the synthetic turf
would solve her rodent problem, cut down on
maintenance and reduce water use.

“I have had a serious problem with
gophers for several years, and it has come to
the point where it is seriously affecting the
quality of my life and the aesthetic look of
my property,” she wrote to the commission.
“My front yard has become an unsightly haz-
ard.” 

She worried the gopher holes would be
dangerous and create liability, and she said
repeated efforts to get rid of them have
failed. A fake lawn, meanwhile, would look
and feel like natural grass and eliminate the
use of fertilizers and pesticides, water, mow-
ers and weed-eaters, she said.

“With our changing environment, we
need to find other options for lawn mainte-
nance emissions, polluted runoff, durability
and aesthetic appeal in our yard while con-
sidering the overall benefit to our lives by
continuing to safeguard limited natural
resources so that we sustain and protect for
the next generation,” she argued in her letter.

City guidelines on landscaping don’t
specifically address fake turf, but they dis-
courage lawns and encourage native plants

and trees.
“Under most circumstances, staff would

only support the use of synthetic grass for
small areas in a rear or interior side yard,”
planning and building services manager
Sean Conroy said in his report for the com-
mission. “However, in this case, the pro-
posed product will be replacing an existing
grass lawn, and due to the fencing, will not
be visible from the street.” Therefore,
approval would not negatively affect
Carmel’s “forest character.”

But most of the commissioners disagreed.
“They felt basically it was inconsistent

with the natural character that we’re trying to
encourage,” Conroy said after the meeting.
“Part of the argument was if somebody new
came and purchased the house and tore down
the fence, it would be visible.”

The commission voted 4-1, with Keith
Paterson dissenting, to deny Young’s applica-
tion for artificial turf in her yard.

The issue has arisen a few times before
and is bound to resurface. The since-dis-
banded design review board denied one
request for a fake lawn, and the planning
commission was poised to do the same to an
application that ended up being continued
and was then never resubmitted, Conroy
recalled. 

But with increasing restrictions on water
use, ever-rising water bills and improving
technology in fake turf, the issue is not dead,
and Conroy said a couple of the commis-
sioners expressed interest in addressing the
topic at a future meeting. “I think there are
some commissioners who might like to see it
in some limited settings,” he said.

The possibility of replacing Devendorf
Park’s expansive lawn with synthetic turf has
even been raised by the mayor.

Commission puts kibosh 
on synthetic turf

MEMBERS of WildRescue in Moss
Landing will take their wildlife ambulance
from Monterey to San Francisco Christmas
Day to find a gull whose legs are bound by
fishing line, according to Rebecca Dmytryk,
cofounder of WildRescue. The distressed
gull was last seen at the same spot near San
Francisco State University where the non-

profit found and caught the second of two
seagulls that had a beer can wrapped around
its neck. If the gull with the fishing line
around its legs isn’t rescued, “eventually its
feet will fall off from the line cutting into its
skin and cause infection,” Dmytryk said.

Go to www.wildrescue.org for more
information.

Christmas seagull rescue planned

Thinking of buying or selling a house in the Monterey Peninsula? 
Be sure to use a realtor who advertises in The Carmel Pine Cone. 

They care about the community ... and they care about you!



The state — facing a roughly $20 billion
budget deficit — also sent out a press release
reminding individuals of the use tax law. 

“The dollars lost to California in unpaid
use tax significantly impact the state’s pub-
licly funded programs and affect all
Californians,” according to BOE
Chairwoman Betty T. Yee.

According to the BOE, the state loses
more than $1 billion in unpaid sales and use
tax associated with electronic commerce and
mail-order sales every year.

Online or catalog retailers are not
required to collect tax unless they have a
physical business presence in California.
Consumers are required to pay use tax —
ranging from 8.25 percent to 10.75 percent
— when the out-of-state retailer does not
collect it.

Monterey CPA Eugene Ganeles told The
Pine Cone he recently mailed his individual
and business clients notices about use tax,

enclosing the appropriate
BOE form to report it, which
like income tax, must be paid
by April 15. 

“The state of California is
getting aggressive about col-
lecting all the taxes the law
allows, no matter how
small,” Ganeles wrote to
individual clients.

Assemblyman Bill
Monning told The Pine Cone
the $1.1 billion the state esti-
mates it loses every year in
unpaid use tax is revenue that
could benefit the financially
ailing state.

“You could apply [lost tax
revenue] to support public
education or health care or
whatever we are falling short
of,” Monning said. “When
the state is in such dire straits
...  to be losing that much
revenue from a required tax
represents a huge amount.”

Monning, who said he
and his wife Dana report use
tax on their tax forms every
year, reminded his con-
stituents of their own respon-
sibility.

“People should pay this
tax,” he said. “It’s self-
enforcing, and it requires
people to keep track of those
transactions. My wife and I
have been doing this for
years, partly because of my
position. I want to be compli-
ant with the law.”

However, Monning said
he would support legislation
that requires businesses such
as Amazon.com to include
use tax in their prices.

“The best way to protect
our mom and pop businesses
is to assess that sales tax at
the point of sale,” he said.

Several states have sought
Amazon.com to pay sales
tax, but the company has
resisted their efforts.

In April, Amazon.com
filed a lawsuit against the
North Carolina Department
of Revenue to block its
demand that the company
disclose the names and
addresses of North Carolina
residents who purchased
items on Amazon.com,
whose attorneys contend the
disclosure would invade the
privacy of its customers.
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WE CARE ABOUT WATER. IT’S WHAT WE DO.

CLARK’S

CARMEL STONE
www.CarmelStone.biz

Will Clark
831-385-4000

Now at 
Hacienda Hay and Feed

in Carmel Valley
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same thing is true of anything brought home
from overseas (after subtracting an $800
exemption).

Though the law has been ignored for
decades, the revenue-hungry state Board of
Equalization is now telling California busi-
nesses they have to start paying up. Last
week, it mailed notices to thousands of busi-
ness owners telling them to pay their use tax
— and to begin filing annual returns to prove
their compliance.

“We’ve sent out about 500,000 letters,
including about 350,000 in the last six
months, informing people of their obliga-
tion,” said Anita Gore, a spokesman for the
Franchise Tax Board. “The reaction has been
mixed.”
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How to success in business:

Early to bed, early to rise,
Work like a dog ... and advertise!


