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Gallery owner critically injured in Big Sur crash
■ Driver sought by police

“I heard the crash from Nepenthe,” said
Martha Karstens, chief of the Big Sur
Volunteer Fire Brigade. The restaurant is
By CHRIS COUNTS
located about a quarter-mile north of the
scene of the crash.
HE CO-OWNER of one of Carmel’s
Short was airlifted by a CalStar helinewest galleries, fine art photographer
copter to Santa Clara Valley Medical
Rachael- Short was critically injured
Center and later transferred to Stanford
Monday morning in a car accident in Big
Medical Center
Sur.
Sgt. Salmeron described the incident as
The accident, which happened just after
a hit-and-run because the driver, who
midnight on Halloween, occurred on
apparently was not the registered owner of
Highway 1, a short distance south of the
the vehicle, left the scene.
Henry Miller Library. According to Sgt.
While the driver hasn’t yet been appreRick Salmeron of the California Highway
hended, the Highway Patrol is close to
Patrol, the 28-year-old Short was a passenidentifying him, Sgt. Salmeron said.
PHOTO/TOM O‘NEAL
ger in a 2005 Toyota SUV that crossed over
Short, meanwhile, suffered a serious
a double yellow line and crashed into an
Rachael Short
neck injury that was diagnosed as a “Cembankment on the east side of the road.
5/C-6 fracture with a dislocation.” She
No other vehicle was involved in the crash, and two other
was scheduled to have her second — and presumably final
passengers walked away from the accident. The driver,
— surgery Thursday.
meanwhile, fled the scene on foot.
She is expected to be at Stanford Medical Center until
A Big Sur volunteer firefighter, who just happened to
some time next week, when she will be transferred back
driving a short distance behind the car Short was traveling
to Santa Clara Valley Medical Center.
in, was the first emergency responder to arrive. The
California Highway Patrol also responded to the incident.
See CRASH page 12A
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Miller defeats Kanalakis for county sheriff
By KELLY NIX

F

ORMER PACIFIC Grove Police Chief Scott Miller,
who unseated two-term Monterey County Sheriff Mike
Kanalakis by a good margin in Tuesday’s election, said he
wants a “dignified transition” when he takes office in
January.
According to semi-final results released by the Monterey
County Elections Office, Miller had received 54 percent of
the vote compared to 44 percent for Kanalakis. The two lawmen were in a runoff after they failed — as did candidate
Fred Garcia — to receive 50 percent of the vote in June.
“I’m very grateful for the broad support I apparently
received from county voters,” Miller told The Pine Cone,
adding that Kanalakis called him before noon Wednesday to
concede the Nov. 2 election.
A priority for Miller after he is sworn in is to make sure
his entry into the sheriff’s office — and Kanalakis’ exit —
are as smooth as possible.
“We are planning an orderly, dignified transition,” Miller
said. “That is number one on my list.”
Not long after that, Miller said he’ll perform audits of
departments within the sheriff’s office to see how money is
being spent.
“I’m looking at two to three months of analyzing things
before going off and making changes,” he said.

Miller said the endorsement by Garcia, a retired sheriff’s
commander, helped him triumph over Kanalakis.
Miller also credited Garcia for his campaign work.
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LAWSUIT: POLLACCI
COMMITTED MORE RAPES
WHILE BEING INVESTIGATED
■ 2nd woman tells of attack in liquor store
By PAUL MILLER

I

N THE fall of 2008, while Pacific Grove police and
Monterey County prosecutors were getting ready to file
charges against Tom Pollacci for raping a woman in a loft at
his family’s Pacific Grove liquor store, he raped another
woman in the exact same place, according to a shocking lawsuit filed in superior court last week. The lawsuit targets
Pollacci, his father, Ron, his mother, Jean, and his brother,
David, as well as their corporation, Ron’s Liquors Inc.
The latest alleged victim, Jane Doe 2, was raped in October
and November 2008, her lawsuit says. Last spring, Pollacci
was convicted of raping Jane Doe 1 in April 2008 and sentenced to eight years in prison. Both rapes happened in the
liquor store, according to court documents.
Pollacci has already been charged with assaulting Jane Doe
2 and faces a preliminary hearing next week. But details of the
latest rape have not been revealed until now.
“In or around October 2008, plaintiff entered Ron’s Liquors
as a patron and encountered Thomas Pollacci, who was work-

See POLLACCI page 11A

Councilmen: Guillen
no longer ‘credible’
By KELLY NIX

See SHERIFF page 28A

P.G. Library tax falls short
By KELLY NIX

S

UPPORTERS OF the Pacific Grove Library — stunned
over the apparent failure of the parcel tax that would have
helped keep library doors open — said they’re not sure what
their next move will be to keep it alive.
While Measure Q garnered 2,827 Yes votes during the
Nov. 2 election compared to 1,796 No votes, the measure fell
short of the necessary two-thirds majority. Measure Q would
have levied a $90-per-year parcel tax on single properties and
a $45 tax per each unit in a multi-residential complex.
Now that the library won’t be receiving crucial funding, a
disheartened supporter of the measure told The Pine Cone
Wednesday she’s not sure what the group’s options are.
“At the moment, we are still sort of trying to figure out
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FTER MONTHS of silence, two city council members
this week said city administrator Rich Guillen should resign.
In a commentary published in the Monterey County
Herald Tuesday, Jason Burnett and Ken Talmage said Guillen
“no longer has the credibility to serve effectively as city
administrator” and should resign “for the good of our community.”
Former Carmel human resources manager Jane Miller
filed a sexual-harassment lawsuit against the city in June
2009 alleging Guillen had engaged in inappropriate behavior,
including hugging her in the office and sending her afterhours emails that called her “beautiful” or “hottie.”
In July, the city and Miller settled the case. She and her
lawyer, Michael Stamp, were paid $600,000. In exchange,
Miller agreed that all her complaints had been satisfied. In
their letter, Talmage and Burnett, while they “recognize
Guillen’s decade of service to Carmel,” said his “good work

See GUILLEN page 10A
See LIBRARY page 26A

New forest service chief shows off new Big Sur trail

A VILLAGE ON LINEN

By CHRIS COUNTS

U.S. FOREST Service officials offered The Pine

PHOTO/CHRIS COUNTS

A new hiking trail on Big Sur’s South Coast offers a dramatic view
north of Pacific Valley. The trail also provides access to a lush redwood forest and several nice picnic spots.

Cone a sneak preview this week of Big Sur’s latest —
and still unnamed — hiking trail.
Located just uphill from the Pacific Valley ranger
station, the one-way trail was made possible by the
recent acquisition of three properties from the nonprofit Save the Redwoods League.
Two of the properties — a 40-acre parcel and a 20acre parcel — were acquired Sept. 28 for a total of
$420,000. The third property was purchased in February
for $2.2 million.
Government land acquisitions in Big Sur have long
been a hot topic among locals, so it wouldn’t be surprising if the recent deals raised a few eyebrows.
Some residents say such acquisitions are reducing
the number of opportunities in Big Sur for workforce
housing. Yet after visiting each of three properties this
week, it’s safe to say that even if the parcels remained in
the private sector, it’s doubtful they could have offered

Twenty-five
buildings, 25
paintings
and one
good cause
— “Why I
Love
Carmel,” an
exhibit opening Saturday
pays tribute
to some of
Carmel’s
most popular
landmarks
and raises
money for
several local
charities. See
page 18A.

See TRAIL page 23A
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