
By CHRIS COUNTS

BIG SUR’S treacherous coastline has
long been a graveyard for ships, something a
modern-day mariner recently discovered the
hard way.

Just days after purchasing a 32-foot
Bayliner Avanti in San Diego, Steve
Gallagher was heading along the coast to San
Rafael when disaster struck.

Along with a NOAA boat that was also
heading up the coast, Gallagher left Morro
Bay on a Friday morning.

“It was foggy, and the sea was kind of
rough,” Gallagher told The Pine Cone this
week. He hoped to follow the NOAA boat,
which had radar. “Then I went into a thick
fog bank.” He ended up a lot closer to shore
that he intended. 

“I thought I was far enough from the kelp,
but I was wrong,” he said regretfully.

With both of his propellers choked by
kelp, Gallagher tried to anchor until the fog
lifted. But the anchor jammed, so with a lit-
tle power from one engine, he made a des-
perate decision to try to beach the boat in a small cove just
north of where the Big Sur River spills into the ocean. 

But when he got to the beach, the surf and currents kept
pushing the boat back to sea. 

“I tried to tie it off, but the current was too strong,” he
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The rocks on Molera Beach and the waves that strike them are a lot
stronger than anyone’s boat, as Steve Gallagher learned on his way to
San Rafael Oct. 1.
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KELP CATCHES BOAT, WAVES DO THE REST

explained. 
Gallagher said about six people stood by for about 30

minutes and watched his frantic effort to save his boat but

Supes cut C.V. units
from general plan

By CHRIS COUNTS

IN AN unexpected move that was criticized by a Carmel
developer and received a lukewarm response from a local
activist, the Monterey County Board of Supervisors voted
unanimously this week to reduce the number of new units
that can be created in Carmel Valley over the next 20 years
from 266 to 200. 

The vote occurred Tuesday in Salinas during the supervi-
sors’ latest hearing on the county’s new  — and long-contest-
ed — general plan. The supervisors will continue the hearing
Oct. 26, when they are expected to consider taking final
action on the plan.

Activists asked supervisors to reduce the cap on new lots
to 150, but a compromise was reached instead. “A reduction
from 266 to 150 is too much, but a threshold of 200 is fine
with me,” 5th District Supervisor Dave Potter said.

Christine Williams of the Carmel Valley Association said
her group would like to see the cap on new units set even
lower.

“We asked for 150 units, but we’ll take anything that can
save us from traffic gridlock,” Williams said.

Although activists previously agreed to a cap of 266 new
units, Williams said new data compiled by the Monterey
County Planning Department show that far more homes and
second units are being used for short-term rentals in Carmel

See UNITS page 22A
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See CROWDING page 10A

Commission OKs five trees for Scenic Road
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The parishioners at a Carmel Valley church are going to great
lengths to help out in Haiti — even providing trombones and
clarinets. See page 6A.

Meals, music, 
computers ... and hope

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A CONTROVERSIAL plan by the city and the nonprof-
it Friends of Carmel Forest to plant 10 trees along Scenic
Road between Eighth Avenue and Martin Way was partially
adopted last Thursday, without many fireworks, according to
city forester Mike Branson. The forest and beach commis-
sion OK’d half the trees.

The Friends of Carmel Forest had originally proposed
planting 16 Monterey cypress trees on the road bordering
Carmel Beach, and Branson reduced the recommended num-
ber to 10. He said the planting would replace trees that were
removed or dead and would also “enhance areas that current-
ly have no trees or only old mature trees growing.” He pre-
sented the plan to the commission in June, but after a 90-
minute hearing in which some nearby residents and others
worried the trees would block views of the beach and coast-
line, commissioners asked Branson to speak with property
owners in the area to hear their concerns.

At the Oct. 7 forest and beach commission meeting,
Branson reported he had contacted several property owners
in the immediate area of the proposed trees, though many of
the homes are unoccupied or serve as vacation rentals. Some
people said 10 trees were too many to plant at once, and oth-
ers asked if the city would be able to maintain them.

“Several persons like the older trees but object to planting
new trees — a bit of a conflict,” he observed in his report for
the commission.

Thoughtful placement
“The selection of each tree location was done to minimize

direct view impacts to the homes along Scenic Road,”
Branson said. “The city has endeavored to prune other young
trees in this area to promote good branch structure and pro-
gressively lift the canopy to promote upward growth to avoid
the feeling of a green wall along the pathway.”

While healthy cypress trees can grow to be taller than 60
feet — and could therefore interfere with views from homes
along San Antonio Avenue — “not planting any new trees
will eventually lead to a landscape that may have unhindered
ocean views but is devoid of Carmel’s forest character that
was established and promoted by the city founders,” Branson
continued.

Commissioners approved the following locations for
planting:

■Twenty feet south of the Eighth Avenue steps, where the
property owner across the street was supportive of putting a

new cypress next to a large older one;
■ north of the ramp to the sand between Eighth and Ninth

avenues, where the same property owner supported putting a
new tree to replace a cypress that was removed six years ago;

District sees Tularcitos as
relief for River crowding

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE BEST alternatives for dealing with overcrowding at
Carmel River School are convincing more parents to send
their kids to Tularcitos Elementary in Carmel Valley Village,
forming a committee to develop long-term solutions, and hir-
ing an architect to see if any more building can be done at
River, the Carmel Unified School District Board of
Education decided last week.

According to a report presented by superintendent Marvin
Biasotti to the board Oct. 6, River School, the smaller of the
two campuses at just over six acres, has seen its number of
students steadily increase since 2003, including jumps of 44
new kids in 2008 and another 45 new students this year.
During the past eight years, 136 new students have come to
River School, which reported a total enrollment of 509 as of
Oct. 1.

Piatti, Clementine’s
suddenly close

By MARY BROWNFIELD and PAUL MILLER

LAST WEEKEND a chain suddenly appeared
across the door to Piatti Ristorante, which had been
something of an institution next to Devendorf Park dur-
ing its 20 years in business. A sign on the door
announced the restaurant was closed.

“Apparently they decided not to continue in
Carmel,” said the owner of the building at Junipero and
Sixth, Richard Pèpe, referring to the Moana Hotel &
Restaurant Group, which owned Piatti and still operates
four other restaurants under that name. And while the
sign claims the restaurant’s owners “lost our lease,”
Pèpe said he had been trying to open talks about a new
lease and that the shutdown came as a complete sur-
prise.

See CLOSED page 22A


