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By MARY BROWNFIELD

SCAMMERS TOOK $16,000 from a Carmel resi-
dent who took advantage of a business proposition that
was too good to be true, Monterey County Sheriff’s
Cmdr. Tracy Brown said this week. The ruse was a new
twist on the age-old scam in which a person in a faraway
land asks the victim to cash a check, keep part of the
money and wire the balance to the suspect, usually as
part of a lottery prize or an inheritance.

In this case, the woman answered an ad in the
Monterey Herald seeking a babysitter, Brown said. “The
email address she responded to said they had filled the
position but had a friend of the family who possibly had
a job for this person.”

That “friend” lived in the United Kingdom but sup-
posedly traveled to the United States a few times each
month to collect and cash checks for a “curtain fabric
material company.”

The woman was told that “she could cash the checks
and keep 10 percent of the money,” Brown said, ostensi-
bly to save the corporate U.K. man from making all those
overseas trips.

See SALYER page 19A

PHOTO/COURTESY JIM ARDAIZ

Jim Ardaiz doesn’t have to rip out the strips of stone on each
side of his French doors, the city council says.

WOMAN LOSES $16K 
IN INTERNET SCAM

■ In the works for more than a decade

By PAUL MILLER

AFTER SO many years of controversy and debate,
Tuesday’s meeting of the Monterey County Board of
Supervisors to consider the latest version of the county’s new
general plan was almost anticlimactic.

With no more than 40 people in the audience Sept. 14
afternoon, planners Carl Holm and Alana Knaster outlined
the major provisions of a massive document known as GPU-
5, which will set the rules for growth and development in the
unincorporated parts of inland Monterey County, including
Carmel Valley, for the next 20 years. (Cities have their own
general plans, and development in coastal areas is controlled
by the California Coastal Commission.)

“We want to encourage cluster development and direct
development toward the cities,” Holm said.

County general plan
nearing adoption

Council: Stone ‘columns’ can stay
By MARY BROWNFIELD

A HOMEOWNER who illegally installed stonework
on his house during a minor remodel can keep it, the
Carmel City Council unanimously decided Tuesday,
because it’s barely visible from the street and looks better
with it than it would without it.

Two years ago, Jim Ardaiz received permission to add
150 square feet for a new entry, dining room and hallway
with French doors at his home on the southeast corner of
Torres and Third, according to planning and building ser-
vices manager Sean Conroy. The dining room was
approved with stone veneer, but the rest was supposed to be
board and batten.

After the work was finished, “during an inspection, it
was identified that the applicant had installed a stone
veneer on the primary entry and on both sides of the
French doors along the hallway,” he told the city council
Sept. 14. 

See STONE page 25A
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EIR: Carmel convalescent project 
will have just one ‘significant impact’

See SCAM page 27A

By PAUL MILLER

SOME OF the neighbors disagree vehemently, but the
latest environmental impact report for the proposed Villas de
Carmelo condominium project on the site of the former
Carmel Convalescent Hospital says the 46-unit proposal can
be fine-tuned until it has just one significant impact on the
environment: The loss of forested views from Highway 1 as
it passes the site just south of the Carpenter Street intersec-
tion. 

That “scenic resource” would be eroded because dozens
of trees would have to be cut to make way for the condos,
with some of the new buildings coming as close as 30 feet to
the highway.

Even though those trees would be more than replaced, the
impact to the highway’s scenery would be “significant and
unavoidable,” according to the EIR, which was prepared by
Denise Duffy & Associates, and is open for public comment
until Sept. 24.

“Some of the trees that will be cut down are 100 years
old,” said a nearby resident, Nelson French. “There’s not
much of a buffer zone, and you’re going to see the back of
buildings from the highway.”

The site plan shows 46 new condos in 10 new buildings and
conversion of the old Carmel Convalescent Hospital into “com-
munity space” and a fitness center, but the EIR says the project
will be nearly harmless. See EIR page 13A

See AGENDA page 27A
See DIVER page 14A

See PLAN page 14A

Councilman challenges
mayor on setting agenda

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE FUTURE of Flanders Mansion, the looming cost
of public employees’ retirement and sexual harassment by
municipal employees should be discussed in open Carmel
City Council meetings, councilman Jason Burnett said
Tuesday, when he put Mayor Sue McCloud on the spot at this
week’s meeting by asking her why those topics had not been
placed on the agenda.

McCloud objected to being called out at the meeting and
said she would discuss it with him privately. When he object-
ed, citing a Monterey County Civil Grand Jury report that
called for more transparency in how issues are placed, or not
placed, on the agenda, she said time constraints — particu-
larly this week, which was supposed to include a contentious
appeal on the Carmel Sands Lodge project (it was continued)
— kept them off. The city administrator, city clerk, mayor
and vice mayor are in charge of setting agendas.

Salyer’s ex No. 2 sues banks, lenders over P.B. home
■ Seeks to prevent foreclosure

By KELLY NIX

THE SECOND ex-wife of former agribusinessman
Scott Salyer — who is facing bribery, price-fixing and other
federal charges over his tomato-processing business — has
filed suit over a Pebble Beach home they purchased three
years ago that is now facing foreclosure.

In a lawsuit filed Sept. 3, Teri Nelson Salyer targets a bank
and other corporations over the Bristol Lane house where she
and Salyer lived but which could be foreclosed because of
Scott Salyer’s “refusal” to pay his share of the $10,910
monthly mortgage and property taxes on the home.

After Teri Nelson Salyer and Scott Salyer were divorced in
2008 — one year after they purchased the house, with her
making the $600,000 down payment — a settlement allowed
her to keep the residence. Scott Salyer was also ordered to
pay his ex-wife alimony of $11,000 per month, of which
$5,000 was to be used to pay part of the monthly mortgage,
which has a principal balance of about $1.5 million. 

But the suit alleges Salyer ceased paying alimony after he
was arrested in January on federal criminal charges related to

CAUSE OF DIVER’S

DROWNING UNKNOWN

AN OAKLAND man died Sunday after a scuba diving
accident near Point Lobos, where he was found unconscious
and unresponsive in deep water. Monterey County Coroner’s
investigator Dan Robison said Andrew Witkin, 58, died of
drowning, but he doesn’t know why.

Shortly before noon Sept. 12, Witkin, who had been on a
diving excursion, “was found on the ocean floor in waters
about 50 feet in depth and was unresponsive,” Robison


