
By PAUL MILLER

SACRAMENTO — SCOTT SALYER would be home by now if
he could come up with $6 million.

But the man whose net worth was once upwards of $250 million
remains in the Sacramento County Jail because his agriculture empire
has crumbled amid federal charges of
bribery and racketeering, his real
estate is tied up in a dizzying array of
bankruptcies and lawsuits, and his
cash has almost all been moved over-
seas.

On Tuesday, Salyer was back in a
federal courtroom here, hoping to
convince U.S. District Court Judge
Lawrence Karlton that all the condi-
tions of bail had been met. But
Karlton wasn’t buying it.

Last week, Karlton broke with two
of his colleagues on the federal bench
who said Salyer couldn’t be let out of
jail under any circumstances, because
there was too much likelihood Salyer
would flee as soon as he had the
opportunity. 

But on March 25, Karlton decided
Salyer could be set free until his trial,
provided Salyer met a list of strict bail
conditions, including surrendering his passport and pilot’s license and
posting $6 million in bail — $300,000 in cash and $5.7 million
secured by deeds of trust for real estate or other valuable property.

While Salyer deposited the cash with federal officials last Friday,
his offer to dedicate his equity in his magnificent Pebble Beach estate

‘Wilderness’ designation: 
A big fire danger in Big Sur?

By CHRIS COUNTS

TO MOST people, a “big
box” is a store where you can
buy food, housewares and
other consumer goods in bulk. 

But to residents living
along Palo Colorado Road
who are worried about the
threat of wildfire, a big box is
something far more impor-
tant.

At the Big Sur Multi-
Agency Advisory Council
meeting last Friday, residents
grilled Assemblyman Bill
Monning and Ventana
Wilderness Alliance President
Tom Hopkins over a proposed
bill that would designate 920
acres of Andrew Molera State
Park as a state wilderness area
— a move the residents fear
would diminish the effective-
ness of a critical series of fire
breaks called the Big Box.

Monning and Hopkins insisted the proposed
wilderness designation won’t affect firefighting
efforts — and in particular, a key fire break locat-
ed within with the park that has protected Big Sur
Valley from disaster.

But resident Mike Caplin said other wilderness
designations are already impeding firefighting
efforts in Big Sur, and it would be dangerous to
put more land off-limits to heavy equipment,
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If you don’t want to cuddle up to something furry,
this ball python could be the pet for you. The snake
is one of the many exotic animals available for
adoption. See page 29A
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A bulldozer clears brush from a firebreak on Chews Ridge in 2008.
Firefighters and residents worry that new wilderness designations will
make it harder to use heavy equipment to stop fires. 

Scott Salyer

SALYER UNABLE TO

POST $6 MILLION BAIL

Candidates, city spar
over document requests

By MARY BROWNFIELD

CANDIDATES ADAM Moniz and Jason Burnett are asking for so many
documents from city hall — and, Moniz has complained, city staff has been
so slow to respond — that the demands have suddenly become the biggest
issue in a campaign that has been more about experience and personalities
than major policy differences.

Moniz has made 12 separate document requests since Jan. 7, many of
them including several individual demands.
And he said he’s only gotten a few of the doc-
uments he needs in order to learn about the
city’s operations. 

On Feb. 24, for example, he requested an
extensive list of documents focusing on law-
suits and legal settlements. And, “after a
FULL MONTH, absolutely ZERO docu-
ments have been provided to Candidate
Moniz by Carmel City Hall in response to this
document request,” Moniz said in a statement
last week.

Burnett, who has made seven requests
since late last year, said the city has fulfilled
most of them, including two that took several
people a combined 24 hours to research and compile.

“Overall, I have been happy with how the city has responded,” he said.
“Early on, they took a little longer to respond to a few requests,” so he met
with city clerk Heidi Burch, who explained how to submit the forms in a way
that would make it easier for her or assistant city clerk Molly Laughlin to ful-
fill them.

“So I rewrote some of them,” he said, adding that the two women are
working hard to meet the candidates’ requests and are handling the process
correctly.

The extensive Feb. 24 request Moniz has complained about not being ful-
filled has apparently been overwhelming for Burch and Laughlin. He asked
for copies of:

■ “all documents that identify or discuss exactly where the money comes

which is essential to maintaining fire breaks.
Much of the Big Box fire break was used to

stop the devastating wildfires of 2008. But accord-
ing to Caplin, one critical stretch just east of the
proposed Molera wilderness area which had
become overgrown with chaparral was not cleared
with bulldozers as the fire spread.

Caplin — who lives along Palo Colorado Road
— said he’s concerned an emphasis on the expan-

Too many
demands,
or just a 
candidate trying
to become
informed?

If you happen 
to be afraid of 
dogs and cats ...

Mission bells are 
on their way home

By MARY BROWNFIELD

TEN MONTHS after they were shipped off to Ohio
for refurbishing, the bells at Carmel Mission will return.
On April 15, a crane will lift the bells, some of which
weigh half a ton and are more than 200 years old, back into
the tower. But they won’t ring regularly until a special cer-
emony is conducted on a to-be-determined date, according
to Carmel resident and Mission choir member Sam
Wright, a founder of the nonprofit Carmel Mission
Foundation that raised $80,000 for the work.

“We just got notification two days ago that the bells are
coming back here, in all their glory,” he said Tuesday.

Water project: Who’s
pro and who’s con?

By KELLY NIX

AFTER DECADES of seemingly endless talk of a
water project that would stop Peninsula residents from tak-
ing too much water from the Carmel River, a “milestone”
agreement was announced this week offering a solution as
early as 2014.

On Tuesday, Marina Coast Water District, California
American Water and the Monterey County Water
Resources Agency released a water purchase agreement
for a 10 million-gallon-per-day desalination plant in North
Marina, which would provide a long-sought, drought-free
water supply to the Monterey Peninsula.
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