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See RANCHO page 12 IYD

See FLANDERS page 13A

One of the town’s greatest artists will be the subject of
an important new exhibit at the Carmel Mission.
Pictured is the artist’s work, “Christ Awakening His
Disciples in Gethsemane.” See page 20A. 

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE CARMEL City Council will appeal a judge’s ruling
that it violated California environmental law by moving ahead
with plans to sell Flanders Mansion, attorney Rick Harray said
Wednesday.

“We had a closed-session meeting last night, and we are
going to appeal the Flanders decision to the 6th District Court of
Appeal,” he said.

Last week, Monterey County Superior Court Judge Kay
Kingsley ruled that the city failed to conduct an adequate envi-
ronmental impact report,
because it did not consider the
potential effects of uses by the
public agencies that might buy
the mansion. State law requires
parkland to be offered to other
government agencies before it
can be sold to a private buyer.

After Kingsley’s decision
becomes official, which will
probably occur early next week,
Harray said, he will begin the
process. The law provides 60
days to file an appeal, but he doesn’t plan to wait that long.

“In this kind of a case, the court of appeal looks at the whole
matter anew, or ‘de novo,’” he explained. “The court doesn’t
look to see what the trial court did. It looks to see what the pub-
lic entity did.”

The EIR and the decision to sell
A three-judge panel at the 6th District Court of Appeal will

be assigned the case, which will focus on two issues, Harray
said: whether the city properly followed state law in reviewing
the potential environmental impacts of selling Flanders
Mansion, and whether it had legally sufficient reasons to sup-
port its decision to sell.

After the issues are researched, the court will hold a brief
hearing, and the panel’s lead justice will write a proposed opin-
ion, which will be circulated to the other justices for their input.

“They can affirm [the lower court’s decision], and we’re back
where we started,” Harray said. “Or they can affirm it in part and
reverse it in part, or they can reverse it in its entirety and sweep
the trial court findings aside, and direct the court to enter

City to appeal
Flanders decision

Rancho San Carlos —
looking back after 20
years, with pride

By PAUL MILLER

TOM GRAY didn’t turn out to be quite the villain the
Sierra Club said he was.

Twenty years ago last month, Gray and his partner, Peter
Stocker, closed escrow on the $80 million purchase of
Rancho San Carlos — an acquisition that started them on a
seven-year odyssey to get permits for 300 homes and a golf
course amid the ranch’s 20,000 acres. Along the way, in the
mid-1990s, their project became the biggest land use con-
troversy in Monterey County, complete with multiple law-
suits, a successful ballot measure to try to stop them, mil-
lions of dollars in environmental studies and at least a
dozen public hearings.

Opponents, including activists Noel Mapstead, Don
Gruber and Holly Keifer, as well as adjacent landowner
Bruce Dormody, said the Rancho San Carlos project was
way too big and predicted it would cause major traffic jams
on Carmel Valley and dry up the Carmel River. 

The Mission 
and the master

Survey: Burnett is 
ahead in council race

THE CAMPAIGN leading up to the April 13 election for
mayor and city council is in the home stretch, and a poll con-
ducted by The Pine Cone among subscribers to the newspaper’s
pdf edition shows that the race for city council is close.

As of 5 p.m. Thursday, more than 500 people had responded
to the survey, with overall results showing challenger Jason
Burnett leading in the council race with 191 votes. Four-term
incumbent Paula Hazdovac was next with 182 votes, followed
by incumbent Gerard Rose with 163 votes. There were 146
responses for “I’m not sure.”

In the mayoral race, Sue McCloud was comfortably ahead,
with 268 votes, while challenger Adam Moniz had 116, and Not
Sure got 93. 

Among those who said they would be voting in the election,
the results were as follows: Burnett, 79 votes; Rose, 69 votes;
Hazdovac, 68 votes; and Not Sure, 22. For mayor, McCloud was
picked by 88 likely voters, while Moniz was picked by 52 and
Not Sure by 15.

The poll remains open until noon on April 1. 

National Guard lesson: 

HOW TO VACCINATE AN ANGRY BRAHMA BULL

By MARY BROWNFIELD

HE STILL has to worry about Taliban fighters or al
Qaeda shooting at him — but now he’s concerned with
angry bulls and precious goats, too. 

Master Sgt. John Hanson, U.S. Army National
Guardsman and building official for the City of Carmel,
strongly believes in the mission he’s serving in
Afghanistan’s Kunar Province with the 40th Infantry
Division Agribusiness Development Team. The group is
offering free clinics to vaccinate, treat and care for animals
in an impoverished area where many rely on their livestock
not just for livelihood, but for survival.

“He feels like this is what they should be doing ... giving
the people the legs they need to stand on to become self-
sufficient,” his wife, Annette Hanson, told The Pine Cone.
“They are being pretty well received by the common peo-
ple.”

Other ADTs are focusing on crops and agriculture, but
the 40th’s sole effort is to help villagers care for their ani-
mals.

“They’re so far out in the province that these people are
living very, very basic lives. If their goats are sick or they
lose their animals, they’re not going to be able to feed their
families,” she said.

Her husband landed in Afghanistan in September 2009,
with the rest of the team following a month later. In addi-
tion to National Guard members, the group includes civil-
ian specialists, and they work with Afghan veterinarians.

The popularity of the free clinics has grown consider-

A shy Afghan girl clutches her baby goat and looks into the
camera of Carmel building official John Hanson as a huge
military vehicle looms in the background.

See AFGHANISTAN page 23A

See MOUNTAIN page 15A
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Asking a higher
court to reverse
Judge Kingsley
and uphold the
public vote

Big Sur mountain is
on the market: $15M

By CHRIS COUNTS

AN HISTORIC ranch on one of Big Sur’s most promi-
nent mountains is for sale, which is likely to generate a land
use controversy similar to the one surrounding Brazil
Ranch when it was put on the market 10 years ago.

At 2,900 feet, Bixby Mountain barely qualifies as a rip-
ple on the Big Sur horizon. But John Saar Properties is list-
ing a 1,119-acre portion of the 1,312-acre Adler Ranch for
$15 million. The ranch — which sits atop Bixby mountain


