
By CHRIS COUNTS

AN ANONYMOUS blogger with a strong local following
— and reputed to be a Monterey County official — is pointed-
ly taking the county’s public works department to task for
declaring five separate “emergencies” since October to legalize
its opening of the Carmel River Lagoon to the sea.

But a public works official defended his agency’s efforts to
balance the welfare of the steelhead trout who live in the

lagoon with the need to protect an adjacent neighborhood from
flooding, and a California Coastal Commission official
expressed sympathy for the county’s challenging role and sug-
gested a compromise was possible.

Informative, difficult to pronounce
The blog is called Xasáuan Today — a name that apparent-

ly comes from an Esselen village. Its author says it caters to “a
small audience of aging beatniks, social and environmental jus-

tice advocates, cyclists and backwoods retro-grouch
types.” The blogger claims Xasáuan Today has
“thousands” of followers, partly as a result of its
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There’s only a little rain in the forecast, but recent storms have left the cours-
es very wet, so if you’re heading out to the AT&T Pro-Am this weekend,
you’ll need sunscreen and waterproof shoes. During the first round
Thursday, celebrities played at MPCC, which became part of the tourna-
ment this year. But pro Dustin Johnson (left), playing at Pebble Beach, took
the lead at 8 under par. Some of the amateurs did pretty well, too, includ-
ing Comcast CEO Brian Roberts (right), who birdied the par-5 11th Hole
at Spyglass. See our special section for complete coverage.
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Blue skies but soggy turf .... Bergstrom: ‘Jane
Doe’ testimonies
prejudiced jury
■ Some of trial’s sensational 
evidence should never have been
allowed, convicted doctor argues

By MARY BROWNFIELD

PHYSICIAN CARL Bergstrom — convicted last
July of forcibly sodomizing a woman at his Carmel
Woods home in April 2009 and now serving a six-year
sentence in North Kern State Prison — said Monday the
California Court of Appeal should overturn his convic-
tion because Monterey County Superior Court Judge
Russell Scott illegally allowed other women to testify
about their sexual encounters with him. 

In the opening brief filed Feb. 8, San Francisco attor-
ney James Farragher Campbell also argued the judge
improperly instructed the jury in its decision-making and
should not have allowed the prosecutor to introduce unre-
lated evidence that biased the jury against Bergstrom.

‘Abuse of discretion’
The trial court “abused its discretion” by permitting

two other women, identified as Jane Doe 2 and Jane Doe
3, to talk about their encounters with Bergstrom, consid-
ering the victims never complained to police and did not
come forward until after media stories detailed the arrest,
according to Bergstrom’s appeal. Both women said they
had unwanted sexual contact from Bergstrom while
intoxicated.

“Defendant not only had the burden of defending him-
self against complainant’s allegations, he had to defend
himself against Jane Doe 2 and Jane Doe 3,” Campbell
wrote. “And, he had to do this in a vacuum: because these

No bail for Salyer
By KELLY NIX

A FEDERAL judge in Brooklyn refused to grant bail
last Friday for Pebble Beach resident Scott Salyer, the for-
mer CEO of SK Foods who was arrested the day before
at John F. Kennedy Airport on charges of mail and wire
fraud in connection with his failed tomato-processing
business.

While his attorney had sought bail, U.S. Magistrate
Judge Steven Gold denied the request, ruling Salyer was
a flight risk and had come up with “one of the most elab-
orate schemes to flee” he had ever seen.

Salyer, 54, was arrested by FBI agents after arriving at
JFK from London. He will be moved to Sacramento in a
few weeks for trial, according to the U.S. Attorney for the
Eastern District of California.

Salyer is alleged to have orchestrated a number of
schemes over the past 10 years, including paying bribes
to corporate food buyers so they would buy processed
tomato products at inflated prices from SK Foods. 

Salyer is also accused of selling inferior tomato prod-
ucts to customers and directing employees to falsify doc-

River School kids offer
Haiti a pile of comfort

Judge: Flanders
EIR may not 
be adequate

See BERGSTROM page 27A

See FLANDERS page 27A

See SANDBAR page 22A

See MAP FLAP page 18A See SALYER page 23A

Blogger bashes county over sandbar ‘emergencies’

Moniz raises flap
over courtyard map

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A MAP of Carmel courtyards that was pla-
giarized on the city’s tourism website is emblemat-
ic of government waste and cover-up, according to
mayoral candidate Adam Moniz. But the city
councilwoman helping to oversee the marketing
effort said it amounted to nothing more than a mis-
take.

The map, included by the marketing firm
Burghardt+Doré in a city brochure last year and
featured on the www.carmelcalifornia.com web-
site, was based on a descriptive drawing of court-River School kids Kallie Wasson, Christian Gebhardt, Ben Barnes,

Charlie Goodsel and Noelle Wasson enjoy the toys they and other
students are donating to children in Haiti. See the story on page 2A.

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE CITY Council voted unanimously to
sell it, and the town’s voters agreed by 913 to
552, but a group of preservationists believes a
court should order the City of Carmel not to sell
Flanders Mansion until it does more work on an
environmental impact report.

Specifically, attorney Susan Brandt-Hawley
told Monterey County Superior Court Judge
Kay Kingsley during a hearing Wednesday
morning the city should have analyzed what a
private buyer might do with the old home. And
she thinks the city’s financial analysis justifying
the sale was inadequate.

“The EIR needs to be revised,” Brandt-
Hawley said, particularly to evaluate the poten-
tial environmental impacts of turning Flanders
into affordable housing, a halfway house or
whatever else a public agency or nonprofit
might want to use it for after purchasing the
property.

Meanwhile, Rick Harray, representing the
city, argued evaluating the future of the mansion


