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The stuccoed roof of a
home on Randall Way
(above) was crunched by a
large pine Wednesday, and
so was a minivan on Fifth
Avenue across from the post
office (above, right). In Big
Sur, Caltrans workers dug
out debris from around new
drainage culverts to keep
Highway 1 open (right),
and a “bear trap” (far right)
did an effective job of con-
trolling heavy runoff at
Grimes Creek.
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Five storms barked more than they bit
■ Preparation paid off, especially in Big Sur

By MARY BROWNFIELD
and CHRIS COUNTS

DESPITE DIRE forecasts of devastating winds, flood-
ing downpours and other treacherous weather, this week’s
series of storms caused far less destruction on the Monterey

Peninsula than was feared.
In Carmel, winds and saturated ground led to the toppling

of several large Monterey pines Tuesday and Wednesday,
including an aging and sick specimen across the street from
the post office that landed on a minivan parked at the China
Gourmet restaurant, and a pine that took out power lines and
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Mayoral candidate Adam Moniz and his Norfolk
terrier, Maddy.

Moniz’ agenda: ‘Transparency,’ more business
By MARY BROWNFIELD

ADAM MONIZ, a 33-year-old energy consultant who is run-
ning for Mayor of Carmel in the April 13 election, said this week
he would make city business more transparent, correct persistent
problems at city hall, create incentives to bring more businesses to
town and self-impose a term limit.

“The No. 1 issue of my campaign is the transformation of city
hall to a fully transparent, open and accessible village govern-
ment,” said Moniz, who moved to Carmel last year and said he was
a regular visitor after discovering the town during the 2000 U.S.
Open at Pebble Beach.

If elected mayor, Moniz pledged to make information available
to the public as quickly as possible. And he said he would act on
anything he found inappropriate and would “not hesitate to take
any and all remedial actions necessary.”

As evidence of dysfunction in city government, Moniz raised
the issue of lawsuits, such as the sexual-harassment complaint
filed by human resources manager Jane Miller against the city last
June. He also cited a condemning letter written by former admin-
istrative coordinator Stephanie Pearce that was published in the
Monterey County Herald Jan. 7.

“She worked for four years at city hall and she was front and
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April 13 ballot set:
three incumbents,
two challengers

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE FILING period for the City of Carmel’s April 13
municipal election, in which voters will select two city coun-
cil members to serve four years each and a mayor who will
serve two years, closed Jan. 15. 

Five candidates — Mayor Sue McCloud and her chal-
lenger, Adam Moniz, and council members Paula Hazdovac
and Gerard Rose, and their challenger, Jason Burnett — sub-
mitted at least 20 valid signatures of registered voters by the
deadline, and will therefore appear on the ballot.

■ Sue McCloud
McCloud’s signers included many longtime residents and

everyone on the city council: Rose, Hazdovac, Ken Talmage
and Karen Sharp. McCloud was first elected in 2000 and is
seeking a record sixth term as mayor.

Among the people who signed her petition were Marion
Leidig — whose family owns much of downtown Carmel —
and Sunset Cultural Center Inc. board chairman Jim Price
and his wife, Jane. McCloud’s sister and brother-in-law,
Sarah and Clay Berling, signed, as did former Nielsen Bros.
Market owner Merv Sutton and Judy Thodos, wife of late
architect John Thodos. Residents Constance and Robert
Spencer, Paula and George Tipton, and Christine and Graeme
Robertson offered their signatures as well.

■ Adam Moniz
A member of the Carmel Residents Association who

moved to town last year, Moniz submitted candidacy peti-
tions that listed many CRA members’ signatures, including
that of the group’s president, Barbara Livingston, and her
husband, Bob Kohn.

Former Mayor Charlotte Townsend signed Moniz’ peti-

■ Ground floor of Holman building 
may go to major retailer

By KELLY NIX

THE FIRST floor of the Holman building in downtown
Pacific Grove could become home to a Walgreens pharmacy
— a large retailer that could bring a boost to local business,
according to the city’s chamber of commerce.

Michael Adamson, former senior vice president of
Monterey County Bank, was hired in September by the
Pacific Grove Downtown Business Improvement District as
a consultant to attract business to the city. There are at least
18 empty vacant storefronts downtown.

On Wednesday, Adamson and Holman building owner
Nader Agha met with representatives who were in town
scouting out locations for a major U.S. retailer. Though
Adamson wouldn’t reveal the name of the chain store, it’s
believed the reps were looking for a space for a new
Walgreens.

The nearly three-hour meeting — which included “a lot of
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