
■ Environmentalists like what they see

By KELLY NIX

THE PEBBLE Beach Co. has unveiled new details of a
plan it forged with the California Coastal Commission that
allows the development of a new hotel and homes but also
protects hundreds of acres of natural habitat in Del Monte
Forest.

Last week, the Pebble Beach Co. told The Pine Cone it
had struck a deal with coastal staff on a plan to permanently
protect 635 acres of sensitive habitat while also permitting
the P.B. Co. to build a small hotel at Spyglass, add rooms at
The Lodge and The Inn at Spanish Bay, and create new home
sites.

The deal also allows Del Monte Forest hiking paths to be
designated part of the California Coastal Trail, making
Pebble Beach safer and more accessible to bicyclists and
walkers coming from Carmel and Pacific Grove.

Though coastal commissioners and the Monterey County
Board of Supervisors must first give the plan a stamp of
approval before ground can be broken, getting beyond the
scrutiny of coastal commission executive director Peter
Douglas was the project’s biggest hurdle. 

The coastal commission’s staff and the company “agree
that the project strikes a reasonable balance,” according to a
press release issued by the P.B. Co. this week.

The plan includes environmental protection for about 246
acres of land in Pescadero Canyon, 120 acres of land near
Huckleberry Hill, 42 acres at Sawmill Gulch proposed for an
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See FLANDERS page 10A

See PEBBLE page 11A

See RAISE page 8A

A baseball superstar will talk about his new book Jan.
13 at Carpenter Hall. See page 7A.

Want to send something via Express Mail? Soon, you’ll be
able to decorate the envelope with an art deco rendering
of a famous local bridge. See page 12A. 

Council approves 
abandonment of
Flanders as parkland

By MARY BROWNFIELD

EVEN AS a lawsuit looms, the Carmel City Council
made progress this week toward the sale of Flanders
Mansion, which the city purchased in 1972 but has never
managed to put to public use. Council members certified
the Nov. 3, 2009, election, in which 913 people voted to
sell the historic house and
552 voters objected, and
the council passed an ordi-
nance declaring the aban-
donment of the parcel as
parkland.

In spite of the suit filed
by the Flanders Foundation
last June objecting to the
proposed sale on the
premise it would violate
local and state laws, city
attorney Don Freeman said
the council could proceed with passing the ordinance,
which will “formally abandon and discontinue the
Flanders Mansion parcel located at 25800 Hatton Road as
parkland and will allow the city to offer the parcel for
sale,” according to the Jan. 5 report written by planning
and building services manager Sean Conroy. The change
would take effect 30 days after final adoption of the new
law next month.

Feb. 10 court date
In a letter sent to the city Jan. 5, Flanders Foundation

attorney Susan Brandt-Hawley restated her objections to
the sale. The foundation also sued the city over similar
issues a few years ago and was victorious, with the court’s
decision leading to a public vote and further environmen-
tal review, but the group maintains the city is still break-

At the heart of a debate over a rancher’s wells in Big Sur is the
steelhead trout, a fish that is plentiful around the world, but is
depleted in some local rivers.

Well permit stirs up steelhead debate
■ ‘Threatened’ ... or plentiful?

By CHRIS COUNTS

EL SUR Ranch attorney Marc Blum raised a few eye-
brows last week when he said the steelhead population in the
Big Sur River is healthy, and attributed that opinion to the
National Marine Fisheries Service. 

His client, ranch owner Jim Hill, is defending his right to
use two wells that take water from the river.

In response to comments Blum made in last week’s Pine
Cone, the newspaper received a flurry of emails and phone
calls questioning how the steelhead population in the river
could possibly be considered healthy. Yet a statement by the
NMFS appears to confirm just that.

The federal agency dedicates a page on its website to what
it calls the South-Central California Coast Steelhead, which
it considers, in the lingo of biologists and environmental
activists, a “distinct population segment.” While steelhead
trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) is one of the world’s most com-
mon fish, and is even considered invasive in some parts of
the world, government agencies require special protection of
local populations because they are “genetically distinct.”

While the page on the NMFS website paints a picture of

doom and gloom for steelhead in most of the Central Coast’s
waterways, it clearly states “steelhead populations along the
Big Sur Coast have retained near historic numbers.”

But NMFS biologist Joyce Ambrosius said the agency

See TROUT page 21A
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Fast food pioneer remembered for his Quarter Pounder and fries
By KELLY  NIX

A PEBBLE Beach man known for developing the
McDonald’s Quarter Pounder, frozen French fries and other
signature fast food menu items will be memorialized this
month. 

Al Bernardin, who was often affectionately called Mr.

Quarter Pounder by friends, passed away Dec. 27, 2009, at
CHOMP after a stroke at his Pebble Beach home. He was 81. 

“He was so dynamic,” his wife, Joan Bernardin, told The
Pine Cone this week. “He was bordering on brilliant.”

Though Al Bernardin wasn’t a household name, the
impact he made on McDonald’s and the fast food world was
huge.

“In 1961, he started with the McDonald’s corporation as

director of product development, where he developed the
Filet-O-Fish sandwich, frozen French fries, and apple and
cherry pies,” Joan said. 

Bernardin, who reported directly to McDonald’s founder
Ray Kroc, moved up the corporate chain, becoming execu-
tive vice president in 1967.

See FAST FOOD page 9A

By MARY BROWNFIELD

GIVEN THE down economy, and in the spirit of helping the
city cut labor costs, Carmel firefighters agreed to postpone for
a year the 8.75 percent raise that was set to take effect last week.

The amended contract between the Carmel International
Association of Fire Fighters and the city was approved by the
city council without discussion — other than a word of thanks
for their sacrifice — Tuesday evening. 

In their decision to delay the pay hike, they followed in the
footsteps of the city’s police officers, who voted to give up their

FIREFIGHTERS DEFER RAISE

TO HELP CITY SAVE $$$

$18.50 postage stamp 
honors Bixby Bridge

Despite lawsuit,
the council does
what voters said
they wanted 
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