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Students from River
School celebrated the
holidays with two nights
of concerts on the big
stage at Sunset Center
this week. Monday
evening, music teacher
Betsy Walsh led the
fourth and fifth grade
chorus (right) in a rous-
ing Christmas protest
song, “All I get is
socks!” The concerts
drew standing-room-only
crowds, and principal
Jay Marden especially
thanked parents Kath
Uyeda and Melissa
Kendrick for making the
evenings a success.
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Sunset Center lament: ‘All I get is socks!’
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McCloud, Hazdovac,
Rose seek new terms
as Burnett challenges

By MARY BROWNFIELD

CARMEL MAYOR Sue McCloud and council members
Paula Hazdovac and Gerard Rose said this week they will run
for reelection next April. Facing them will be at least one
challenger, former EPA official Jason Burnett, who said he
plans to seek a council seat.

Michael LePage, the for-
mer chairman of the since-
disbanded design review
board and the sole challenger
in the April 2008 race, was
expected to run again but
announced Tuesday night he
had changed his mind.

“After some serious delib-
eration, I have decided that
my time commitments to my
family and business will not
allow me to pursue a cam-
paign for an elected Carmel
position at this time,” he said.
“I do plan to stay involved and continue to be a voice for our
special community.”

The three incumbents cited the dire economy and several
major pending city projects as reasons for their desire to con-
tinue serving. 

If elected, McCloud would be embarking on her sixth
two-year term — a record — while Hazdovac’s next four-
year term would be her fifth — another record. It would be
Rose’s third full term, since he was appointed to the council
by McCloud after she became mayor in 2000. 

The mayor serves for two years, while council members
serve for four. The filing period for the April 13, 2010, elec-
tion opens Dec. 21 and closes Jan. 15, 2010.

P.G. council votes to undo ban on vacation rentals
By KELLY NIX

PACIFIC GROVE will allow landlords to rent out their
homes on a short-term basis — previously banned in the city
— as long as they pay an annual flat tax and register their
units, the city council voted Wednesday night.

The council unanimously voted to approve an ordinance
reversing the ban on short-term rentals, which the city hopes
will generate at least $200,000 in revenue each year.

The new ordinance requires landlords to obtain a license
from the city and pay a 10 percent transient occupancy tax in
order to rent out their units for less than 30 days at a time.
The ordinance puts homeowners in line with the city’s hotels
and inns. 

“The revenue generated from the license fees and [tran-
sient occupancy tax] will help pay for a code enforcement
officer,” Pacific Grove city manager Tom Frutchey said.

The council fine-tuned the ordinance’s requirements
based on public comment from Jan Leasure with Monterey
Bay Property Management. 

Though there was no strong opposition to the ordinance,
resident John Fischer and council members Robert Huitt and
Lisa Bennett expressed concern about enforcing it.Dual investigations

ongoing in art
heist/fraud case

By MARY BROWNFIELD

INVESTIGATORS ARE keeping mum on the
progress of the convoluted Pebble Beach art-heist case,
but Monterey County Sheriff’s Cmdr. Mike Richards
confirmed Wednesday that research into the purported
September burglary of a Pebble Beach home — and
the resulting disappearance of millions of dollars’
worth of artwork — is ongoing. 

And the alleged victims,  A. Benjamin Amadio and
Ralph Kennaugh, are suspected of committing insur-
ance fraud in the same case.

Paucity of facts
Since the Sept. 25 break-in at the men’s rental house

that resulted in the reported theft of an estimated $80
million in artwork, including a painting by Jackson
Pollock the victims said is worth $20 million, authori-
ties have decried the men’s reluctance to provide use-
ful information on the alleged crime. The pair issued
their own press release and continued to communicate
with select members of the media — particularly the
Monterey County Herald and KSBW TV — while
failing to turn over information to the Monterey
County Sheriff’s Office, Richards reported in October.

The longest-
serving mayor
and council
member say 
their expertise 
is valuable

See ELECTION page 12A

See WELLS page 24A
See FRAUD page 22A

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!
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Carmel Woods 
neighbors don’t want
wells in their backyard 

By KELLY NIX

A SMALL group of residents in Carmel Woods has
started a campaign against new water wells in their neigh-
borhood, contending they would create a host of problems.

Neighbors of a parcel at 24479 San Juan Road have taken
issue with the Nov. 18 approval by the Monterey County
Planning Commission of a well applied for by architect Erik
Dyar, who represents Chopin Enterprises. The well would
supply water for the single-family lot, which cannot be sup-
plied from the Cal Am system because of the water permit
moratorium which has been in place since 1995.

Though planners said the well, which has already been
tested, would be safe and in compliance with the county’s
zoning laws, neighbors Steve and Mitzi Dallas, Peter Fallon
and others have appealed planners’ approval of the perma-
nent well to the county board of supervisors.

The group contends drilling into the lot’s fractured gran-
ite is problematic because it could mean low water yields and


