
boardwalk be built from Fourth Avenue to the north end of
the beach.

Along the west edge of San Antonio Avenue, the walkway
would be built of decomposed granite filled in against a
retaining wall and bordered by a 3-foot-6-inch-high fence. A
curb would separate it from the road. 

In addition to providing safe passage for pedestrians along
the street, the path would connect with a system of trails
north of the city limits on Del Monte Forest property that are

also slated for improvements. As a result,
“the Pebble Beach Company has paid for
the preparation of the plans and has offered
to pay a portion of the construction cost for
this project,” planning and building ser-
vices manager Sean Conroy reported.

He said the forest and beach commis-
sion reviewed the project Tuesday morning
and recommended landscaping be included
with the application. Commissioners also
favored a split-rail fence, similar to that

Volume 95  No. 49 On the Internet: www.carmelpinecone.com

Y O U R S O U R C E F O R L O C A L N E W S ,  A R T S A N D O P I N I O N S I N C E 1 9 1 5

December 4-10, 2009

BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
CARMEL, CA

Permit  No. 149

See CHS page 11A

RENDERING/CALTRANS

In the Sierra Nevada, sheds like this one have kept snow off railroad tracks
for more than 150 years. In Big Sur, this structure will soon be built to protect
a vulnerable stretch of Highway 1 from rock slides.

An innovator of toothpick art, Stephen Backman, whose subjects include the Carmel
Mission (left), is opening a show downtown this week. See page 15A. And a master-
piece of the Pebble Beach coastline by Ferdinand Burgdorff (above) helped inspire a local
environmentalist, who says California’s grasslands should be restored. See page 28A.

Finding inspiration in tiny sticks and small blades ...

CALTRANS BUILDING ‘ROCK SHED’ ON HIGHWAY 1
■ Four-year project to stop
slides from closing vital route

By CHRIS COUNTS

AS MOTHER Nature gears up for what
could be an El Niño winter, the California
Department of Transportation is breaking
ground on two ambitious highway projects in
Big Sur.

To reduce delays from rocks and mudslides
along the critical highway, construction began
this week on the 620-foot-long Pitkins Curve
Bridge, as well as a rock shed at Rain Rocks.

At both sites, tons of debris regularly rain
down on the highway during storms, costing
taxpayers more than $1 million each year for
cleanups, according to Caltrans. For South
Coast residents who commute north to work at
Big Sur Valley businesses, the delays are frus-

New footpath to require extensive protection
By MARY BROWNFIELD

CONSTRUCTION OF a pedestrian path along the nar-
row, curving road between the Pebble Beach gate and Fourth
Avenue should get under way as soon as possible — and be
finished before the U.S. Open brings tens of thousands of
pedestrians to the area next June — the Carmel City Council
decided Tuesday. But planners should do everything they can
to thwart the California Coastal Commission’s demand that a

Man accused of
impersonating a cop
to extort money

CARMEL POLICE are seeking charges against a
resident they suspect of impersonating an officer in an
attempt to extort money from a pair of Southern
California women who were involved in a non-injury
accident Nov. 22.

According to Sgt. Paul Tomasi, the women reported
the 53-year-old Carmel resident, whose name was not
released, “identified himself as a police officer and then
as a retired police officer, and demanded they pay him
$500 to be a witness.”

Even though the women left a note on the windshield
of the car they hit, “he told them a hit-and-run was a
felony and they could be arrested,” Tomasi said. Afraid,
the women went into a business to call the police, and
the man left. Police contacted him the following day
when he came to the station on an unrelated matter,
according to Tomasi, but he denied making the threat-
ening statements, though he admitted being there. 

The case was forwarded to the Monterey County
District Attorney’s Office for possible filing.

Padres one win away from CCS division football crown
By CHRIS COUNTS

PLAYING THE biggest game in the school’s football
history, Carmel High School football players did what
they’ve done all year — trounce their opponents by a stag-
gering margin.

Playing on the artificial turf of Pacific Grove High’s new

Would joint fire dep’t. lead to the ‘demise’ of town?
By MARY BROWNFIELD

AS A former city councilwoman predicted joining a
regional fire department would destroy Carmel’s identity, and
another resident accused city officials of being biased in
favor of merging Carmel Fire with Monterey, the Carmel
City Council said Tuesday it would consider all options
before deciding what to do.

“Will you fight to keep our identity strong, or will you let
Monterey take over our fire department, our public works,
our forestry, our police, our planning departments?” asked
Carmel Residents Association President and former council

member Barbara Livingston. “If you go this route, you will
be responsible for the demise of our lovely little village.
Once you do this, there is no turning back. There will be no
Carmel as you knew it when you took office. Do you really
want that on your conscience?”

The topic arose in response to a meeting of city managers,
mayors and fire officials in Monterey last month, when the
group decided to study the possibility of forming a
Peninsula-wide fire department. The time is ripe, they said, to
cut costs and become more efficient by merging small

stadium, the Padres cruised to a lopsided 59-6 win over
King’s Academy last Friday night. The victory sends Carmel
High to the Central Coast Section Division IV championship
game Saturday against Menlo School at Westmont High
School in Campbell.

“We expected it to be a close game,” said Carmel High
coach Golden Anderson of Friday’s semifinal playoff game.
“But our defense did a great job, and our offense scored

every time but once.”
Just as they’ve done all season, quarterback Devin

Pearson and halfback Dylan Hopkins paced the Padres’
offense. Pearson completed 13 of 18 passes, tallying 264
yards and throwing for three touchdowns. Receivers Cody

C.V. split on
incorporation
■ Both ends said, ‘No way,’
but the middle said ‘Yes’

By CHRIS COUNTS

PRECINCT-BY-precinct totals for the Measure G elec-
tion — which were released Thursday by the Monterey
County Elections Department — show Carmel Valley resi-
dents were divided over incorporation, with both ends of the
proposed town voting, “No” and the middle voting, “Yes.”

Overall, the Nov. 3 ballot measure to incorporate Carmel
Valley failed 2,867 to 2,592.

As incorporation proponents predicted, residents at the
mouth of the Carmel Valley overwhelmingly opposed incor-
poration. In Precinct 5111 — which includes the Crossroads

See VOTE page 13A

See DEMISE page 11A

See PATH page 12A

See ROCKS page 13A
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