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■ Senior housing under way 
after three-year permit process

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE OLD Trevvett Court senior housing
complex came crashing down this week to make
way for a 14-unit, two-story structure that will
provide more housing for low-income elderly res-
idents. The project, which was proposed in early
2006 and delayed for more than a year by the
California Coastal Commission, is the latest major
endeavor of The Carmel Foundation, which pro-
vides most of the low-cost housing for seniors in
town and still has $1.4 million to raise to pay for
the new apartments, according to president and
CEO Jill Sheffield.

“We’ve been working on this for so long, I can-
not believe it’s actually happening,” she said. “It’s
extremely exciting.”

SBI Builders Inc. in Monterey won the $2.53
million contract for demolition of the old build-
ings and construction of the new complex.
Sheffield made frequent visits to the site early this
week to watch the gigantic front loader tear into
the old structures and accumulate piles of debris
that were still being cleaned up Wednesday.

See POETS page 15A

See COIN page 17A See LION page 16A See INTERVIEWS page 12A

This sign was post-
ed on Esquiline
Road in Carmel
Valley after several
mountain lion
sightings and an
attack on a deer
in a residential
area nearby.
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A front-loader operator rakes in the growing debris pile during the demo-
lition of the Trevvett Court apartment complex Monday.
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Poet-in-residence program to accept poets who aren’t poor
By KELLY NIX

NEW RESTRICTIONS in Pacific Grove’s poet-in-resi-
dence program could allow for a larger pool of applicants to
apply for the position, but the rules could also exclude poets
with low incomes.

18th St., one block from the city’s scenic shoreline.
The poet-in-residence program began when Whitney

Latham Lechich, a P.G. resident and poet, died in 2000 and

TREVVETT COURT REDUCED TO RUBBLESuspect in pharmacy
robberies nabbed
■ Monday’s victim provided 
description, license plate number

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A MONTEREY man who allegedly robbed the
Central Avenue Pharmacy with a handgun Monday and
made off with narcotic painkillers is also suspected in
four similar crimes in other cities, according to Pacific
Grove Police Cmdr.
John Nyunt. The sus-
pect, 32-year-old
Brennan Tiffany, was
arrested at gunpoint in
the Safeway parking lot
on Forest Hill
Wednesday morning,
when officers in an
unmarked car spotted
him.

The robber, wearing
sunglasses and a hat,
walked up to a clerk at
the Pacific Grove phar-
macy Monday after-
noon and handed her a
note reading, “Give me
all your Oxycontin. I’m
desperate. I have a gun and I’m not afraid to use it,”
according to law enforcement and other sources. Nyunt
said Tiffany then lifted his shirt, revealing a handgun
tucked into the waistband of his pants.

The clerk notified a pharmacist, who unlocked the
drugs and handed them over to the robber. When the
perpetrator fled in a black SUV, another store clerk fol-
lowed and managed to get the license plate number,
according to Nyunt.

As area police agencies were notified to be on the

P.G. council picks
mayor with a coin toss

By KELLY NIX

PACIFIC GROVE’S new mayor said she was just
as surprised as everyone else when she found out her
role with the city was to be decided by the flip of a coin.

“Only in Pacific Grove,” Mayor Carmelita Garcia
told The Pine Cone Thursday morning. “Talk about
going outside the box.” 

But when the six-member P.G. city council
Wednesday night couldn’t come up with the four
required votes to select a mayor, a coin flip seemed to
be the only way to break a stalemate between her and
councilman Bill Kampe.

In preparation of the coin toss, city attorney Dave
Laredo pulled out a quarter.

“[Councilman Vicki] Stilwell called it,” Garcia told
The Pine Cone after the meeting. “She picked heads for
Kampe and tails for me.”

As if to make sure it wasn’t a trick coin, city finance
director Jim Becklenberg and Stilwell examined both
sides of the quarter.

Brennan Tiffany

Mountain lion kill makes C.V. nervous
By KELLY NIX

THE DISCOVERY of a mountain lion-ravaged deer car-
cass on a paved street in a well populated Carmel Valley
neighborhood has some residents on edge knowing a preda-
tory cat is hunting just steps away from their front doors.

The deer, found Sept. 8 on Buena Vista Del Rio, had obvi-
ously been the victim of a mountain lion, said resident Jim
Smith, who lives on the street and took photos of the grue-
some carcass.

“It looks like it had been killed, and the cat drug it uphill
about 50 feet,” said Smith, who’s lived in the neighborhood
since 1982 and until now has never seen evidence of an ani-
mal killed by a mountain lion. The kill, across the street from
his house, has many of his neighbors concerned.

“People are definitely worried,” said Smith, who has
grown children and no pets. “They are more aware of keep-
ing their pets in at night. Mothers are concerned.”

Killing what it’s ‘supposed to’
Smith said the lion probably killed the deer sometime dur-

ing the early morning hours. He heard some dogs barking
that night and a neighbor also reported hearing noise, but it’s
not clear if what they heard was the attack.

Smith said he recently went to a party in the neighborhood
and people were talking about seeing a mountain lion.
Apparently, a lion has been spotted on Esquiline and
Southbank roads at least twice in three weeks, he said.

Smith reported the deer carcass to the California
Department of Fish and Game warden assigned to Carmel
Valley. “They were happy the mountain lion was going after
what it is supposed to,” Smith said. 

A day or two after the carcass was found, someone placed
a sign on nearby  Esquiline Road warning people of a lion in
the area. “Warning Aggressive Mountain Lion,” the sign
reads. It goes on to say there have been “day and night sight-
ings” and advises to “protect your animals and children.”

California Department of Fish and Game spokesman Kyle
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Cronkite’s momentous 
question: ‘How soon are 
you prepared to go?’

By PAUL MILLER
Fourth in a series

WHEN NBC News made me Tel Aviv bureau chief in
the summer of 1981, I headed overseas expecting my four-
years in the Middle East to be eventful. But I had no idea how
tumultuous the news that lay ahead would be — including a
war in Lebanon, riots over the Israeli withdrawal from the
Sinai Peninsula, invention of the suicide bomb, and constant,
violent protests in Gaza and the West Bank.

On Wednesday, the P.G. City Council approved sweeping
changes to the city’s 7-year-old program, including increas-
ing the rent of the “poet’s perch” and requiring poets to “have
experience producing events.”

The council also left open the possibility that a non-poet
caretaker could occupy the poet’s perch — a house at 140


