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By MARY BROWNFIELD

FIVE CATS were apparently eaten by wild predators last
month within the city limits, and Carmel animal control offi-
cer Cindi Mitchell is warning residents to take their pets in
at night and report any missing animals or wildlife sightings.

“I really want people to call us,” she said. Earlier in the
summer, several residents reported seeing a coyote, prompt-
ing warnings from police to keep pets and small children
inside between sunset and sunrise.

“There are no signs of any prints, or anything, but my
guess would be it’s possibly from a coyote,” she said
Wednesday. “With the cats recently that I’ve picked up, the
type of chewing and breakage of the bones seems to be more
consistent with what a coyote would do.”

Mitchell most recently handled a report of dismembered
cats found in the area of Forest Hill Park on Aug. 27. One of
the cats, which appeared to have been a Siamese, was locat-
ed near the restrooms in pieces, and the other, a multicolored
feline, had been eviscerated.

Earlier in the month, Mitchell found cats’ remains in
Mission Trail park, near the Forest Theater and off of Ocean
Avenue.

While the owners of two of the cats remain unknown,
Mitchell located the others via a collar, a microchip and a
call from someone searching for a lost pet.

See CATS page 16A

See TROVE page 10A

See QUAIL page 10A

See MONEY page 9A

See SUNSET page 12A

See DOLPHINS page 16A
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Rare video shows a Japanese fisherman spearing dolphins in
southern Japan. The killing, done to protect the commercial
catch, sparked outrage as soon as it came to light in 1977.

This painting by Kevin Courter was created for Sunset
Center’s fundraising auction Saturday.
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■ The art of tricking the competition

By PAUL MILLER
Third in a series

ALMOST AS soon as I was hired at CBS News in the
fall of 1976, I figured out that the organization’s chief pur-
pose was to keep Walter Cronkite and the CBS Evening
News on top. If some higher goal turned out to be served in
the process, that was fine, too. But the ratings were what mat-
tered most.

Cronkite had dominated the evening news time period
since 1967. By the early 1970s, he was the undisputed king
of television news, with the power to shape the national agen-
da, from helping create the environmental movement, to end-
ing the Vietnam War. But it was by no means taken for grant-
ed at CBS that he’d stay that way.

NBC’s Nightly News, anchored by Chet Huntley and
David Brinkley, and later by John Chancellor, was formida-
ble competition. And ABC’s World News Tonight, with the
ambitious and free-spending Roone Arledge at the helm, was
up and coming.

So the correspondents, writers and producers who provid-
ed the worldwide coverage for CBS News knew very well

How Cronkite got his dolphin exclusive

By CHRIS COUNTS

WITH A substantial part of its early growth due to
its developer’s ability to attract artists, Carmel has been
home to an impressive number of art galleries during its
nearly 100-year history. Yet it is doubtful any of those
galleries ever hosted an art exhibit as impressive as the
one that will be unveiled Saturday, Sept. 12, at Sunset
Center.

The single largest public art auction ever staged in
Carmel, more than 300 works of art will be sold at
Sunset Center’s inaugural Carmel Treasures: Auction for

By KELLY NIX

TENS OF thousands of Monterey Peninsula residents —
including a former mayor, a legendary actor and an infamous
Carmel criminal — have millions of dollars sitting in state
coffers waiting for them to reclaim it.

Ambitious art show 
for Sunset Center

Wildlife suspected
in grisly cat deaths

UNCLAIMED $13 MILLION WAITING FOR THOUSANDS OF PENINSULA RESIDENTS
individuals, businesses and organizations with unclaimed
cash and property, and a search by The Pine Cone uncovered
an interesting array of owners.

Though he may not need the extra dough, actor and for-
mer Carmel Mayor Clint Eastwood has about $800 in

The California State Controller’s Office is holding onto
billions of dollars in unclaimed property — money and assets
that, for various reasons, haven’t been claimed.

And more than $13 million, including money left over
from dead bank accounts, uncashed checks and contents of
forgotten safe deposit boxes, belongs to Peninsula residents. 

From Pacific Grove to Big Sur, there is a who’s who of

■ Photos, maps, contracts, letters and
oral histories among bounty

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE MOST complete collection of documents illustrat-
ing the history of Carmel — from century-old ledgers and
stock certificates, to contracts, property titles and legal cases
— is now on permanent loan to the city, according to a con-
tract signed last week by Mayor Sue McCloud and the
trustees of the Devendorf-Galante Historical Trust. Partners
J. Franklin Devendorf and Frank Powers founded the Carmel
Development Co. more than 100 years ago and are credited

Trust loans city exhaustive historical collection

Frank Powers J. Franklin Devendorf

Quail Lodge closes, hits C.V. finances
■ 200 jobs lost at famed resort

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE DEBATE over the economic viability of incorpora-
tion reignited this week after a significant source of tax rev-
enue for the proposed Town of Carmel Valley, the hotel at
Quail Lodge Resort and Golf Club, announced it will close
its doors Nov. 16.

The owner of the 97-room hotel, Hong Kong and
Shanghai Hotels Ltd., said it failed to turn a profit despite
investing millions into the business, which it bought from
founder Ed Haber in 1997. The resort’s golf club will remain
open, with “reduced services.”

Opponents of the drive to incorporate Carmel Valley have
long contended that the loss of a major resort within the pro-
posed town’s boundaries would leave it seriously underfund-
ed.  

In response, proponents of incorporation insist they will
not only weather the loss of the hotel’s transient and occu-
pancy tax revenues, but they have budgeted for a contingency

fund that will enable them to withstand other potential loss-
es of revenues.

“It’s not good news for the town,” said proponent Mike
McMillan of the hotel’s closure. “But we do have a reserve.”

While the new town might
be able to survive the loss of
one of its biggest sources of
revenue, the demise of the
hotel is certain to put a dent in
its projected coffers.
According to Louis Solton,
Monterey County tax collec-
tor, Quail Lodge generated
$521,265 in TOT revenue for
the county during the fiscal
year ending June 30. Last
year, the county received $692,273 in TOT. Before the
announcement of Quail Lodge’s closing, incorporation sup-
porters estimated the town would receive $2,888,812 in TOT
per year. 

‘It’s not good
news, but we 
do have
a reserve’


