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A Carmel Valley teenager told police he smashed his 2000 Audi into a tree
(top) while trying to avoid a small animal in the middle of curvy 13th Avenue
near Mission Street Sunday morning. Ryan Laycox and his passenger, Christina
Damoto, both 18, were taken to the hospital, where she was treated for minor
injuries, according to Carmel Police Cmdr. Mike Calhoun. Sunnyvale resident
Steve Wright was taken to a Santa Clara medical center by CHP helicopter
after breaking his leg and suffering scrapes and bruises from a 50-foot fall into
a ravine off the Soberanes Canyon Trail in Garrapata State Park July 30 while
taking photos, according to Monterey County Sheriff’s Cmdr. Tracy Brown.
Rescuers from several agencies hiked in, found him and carried him out to the
waiting chopper.
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CONCOURSCONCOURS
So many gorgeous cars...

so many events...this week 
on the Monterey Peninsula! 

Read all about them in the 
colorful special section…
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Two close calls with 
Mother Nature

By KELLY NIX

THE CHAIRMAN of the board of trustees for Stevenson School — who
helps determine what the school’s headmaster should be paid — is a partner in
a San Francisco architectural firm that has billed the school more than $2.5
million over the last seven years.

During that time, headmaster Joe Wandke, who has a role in hiring trustee
Mark Hornberger’s firm, has been paid about $3.5 million in salary, benefits
and expenses by the exclusive private school in Pebble Beach.

According to Stevenson School’s tax returns, which the IRS requires to be
made public because the school does not pay taxes on its income, it paid
Hornberger + Worstell $536,576 in 2007 and other large sums going back to
2001 for design services on the new student center and other buildings.

Hornberger’s position with the school, and the profit his firm makes from
it, have drawn criticism by some parents of RLS students.

“There can be no pretext that the Stevenson board is independent, certainly
not Mr. Hornberger, who has an unbelievable conflict of interest,” according to

RLS PAYS BOARD MEMBER’S FIRM

MILLIONS FOR ARCHITECTURE

By MARY BROWNFIELD

DEALING WITH a manager’s complaints of
sexual harassment, age- and gender-based discrimi-
nation and retaliation by Carmel City Administrator
Rich Guillen cost taxpayers nearly $34,000 —
before the resulting lawsuit was even filed —
according to invoices provided by San Francisco
law firm Liebert Cassidy Whitmore. The firm was
hired by the city to address the allegations made by
human resources manager Jane Miller, who has
been away from city hall on medical leave since
May 2008. 

Numerous allegations
Miller sued the city in Monterey County

Superior Court June 17. Her lawsuit accused
Guillen of promoting one city employee without
justification, and increasing her salary by 83 per-
cent between 2003 and when she retired last sum-
mer. Guillen and the employee, who was married,
had an inappropriate relationship, according to the

Before suit was filed,
legal bills were $34K

Water district chief:
State plan would mean rationing

P.G. recall effort
backfires, fizzles

By KELLY NIX

AN EFFORT to recall Pacific Grove
Mayor Dan Cort from office backfired on the
activists who launched it this week, resulting in
a flood of support for the mayor, even as peti-
tions to remove him from office drew only a
few signatures.

Saying the controversy would distract the
city from important business, Cort announced
Monday evening he would resign, just hours
after receiving an email from David Dilworth,
who threatened to launch a recall effort the next
day if Cort didn’t leave his post.

In the email message, Dilworth said he
would hold off contacting the media about the
recall effort if Cort immediately resigned, and
even suggested Cort lie to the public about the

By KELLY NIX

EVEN THOUGH the State Water Resources
Control Board’s staff last week recommended much
smaller water cutbacks than it had first sought for
the Monterey Peninsula, the new plan would still
result in rationing, according to a local water expert.
The rationing, similar to what was imposed during a
drought in the late 1980s, might begin as soon as
2010.

In January 2008, the SWRCB issued a proposed
cease and desist order that would compel California
American Water to cut back production as much as
50 percent over six years. But last week, the water
board outlined smaller cutbacks, spreading them out
over a longer period of time.

“It’s not as, ‘Draconian,’ as the first draft cease
and desist order,” said Darby Fuerst, general manag-
er for the Monterey Peninsula Water Management
District. “But it’s still serious.”

‘My ration will be less’
Fuerst said the order would mean the Peninsula

would jump from stage 1 conservation to stage 5,
which means Cal Am would have to cut back its pro-
duction by as much as 34 percent. 

“If we go to stage 5, it affects all existing water
users,” Fuerst said. “In my home, I will have to
reduce my usage because my ration will be less.”

The state water board’s first proposed cease and

See RATIONING page 27A

By MARY BROWNFIELD

FOLLOWING MULTIPLE coyote sightings in
the Mission Trail park area this summer, Carmel
animal control officer Cindi Mitchell warned peo-
ple on Tuesday to keep their distance, protect small
children and pets, remove tempting food sources
and try to scare the animals away.

“I’d like to recommend hazing,” she told the
Carmel City Council during its Aug. 4 meeting. “If
you see wildlife, make loud noises or throw some-
thing in their direction.”

She also suggested eliminating food sources,
such as kibble left out for pets, garbage and even
fruit trees. 

“It would be best to try to cut down any interac-
tion with them,” she said of the coyotes.

Residents warned about wily coyotes

Coyotes resemble dogs, but it is dangerous to
approach one, according to wildlife officials.

Cats and dogs should be kept inside, particularly
at night, according to Mitchell, who reported 11
Carmel cats have gone missing since the beginning
of the year, though whether predators are to blame,

See COYOTES page 27A
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