
The would-be developer of
the convalescent hospital site

defended his request for
upzoning. See page page 8A.

By MARY BROWNFIELD

AFTER A half-century in the grocery business, Merv
and Nancie Sutton are calling it quits. They are selling the
market her family started more than 70 years ago to Tigran
and Azniv Amirkhanian, who are moving from Virginia to
take over. The Suttons, who met in the market, will celebrate
their 50th anniversary next month with a Mediterranean
cruise departing four
days after escrow clos-
es July 25.

“We haven’t really
had a vacation togeth-
er for 50 years,” Merv
Sutton said.

Their plans to sell
had been taking form
for a while, though
they didn’t solicit buy-
ers. The lease was set
to expire in September
2008, he said, and they
knew they didn’t want
to re-up.

When the
Amirkhanians stopped
by the store one day

“The driver lost control, and the vehicle
ran off the road on the right side and
struck a tree on the driver’s side.”

James Crane, founder of one of the
nation’s largest freight companies in
Houston, Texas, and owner of the 2003

During that time, he allegedly developed an
inappropriate personal relationship with an
employee identified as Female A in the suit,
and gave her “significant, preferential, favor-
able treatment in her employment,” including
unjustified promotions and pay increases
amounting to an 83 percent increase between
2003 and the time she left the city last year.
Promoted to human resources manager by
then, Miller’s lawsuit says she objected to the
promotions and raises.

The lawsuit also alleges he formed a simi-
lar relationship with another city hall worker,
Female B, giving her a promotion and raises
amounting to a 70 percent increase since her
hiring in 2005.

Over the years, the lawsuit claims, he
repeatedly sought Miller’s affections, hugged
her and flirtatiously mussed her hair, sent her
a lot of email and text messages, and called her
all the time, including early in the morning and
late at night. 

By MARY 
BROWNFIELD

A TEXAN
smashed his
friend’s quarter-
m i l l i o n - d o l l a r
Ferrari Maranello
into a tree in Pebble
Beach Friday
evening. While the
owner, who was
riding in the pas-
senger seat, was
uninjured, the dri-
ver was flown by
CALSTAR heli-
copter to a San Jose
trauma center for
treatment of major
injuries, according
to California
Highway Patrol
public information officer Brian Wiest.

“They were driving southbound on
Alva Lane in the Pebble Beach area and
were just north of 17 Mile Drive when
they approached a curve in the road at
what appeared to be an unsafe speed,”
he said, describing the accident that
occurred just before 6 p.m. June 12.

PHOTO/MARY BROWNFIELD

Merv and Nancie Sutton are selling
their market and going on a cruise.
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Drivers who don’t honor stop signs and commit other traffic vio-
lations in town are getting citations backed by video proof. 
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DRIVER SERIOUSLY INJURED IN
17 MILE DRIVE FERRARI CRASH

Worker alleges favoritism,
sexual harassment at city hall

By MARY BROWNFIELD

CARMEL CITY Administrator Rich
Guillen has had inappropriate relationships
with women working for him, given them
unwarranted pay raises and promotions, and
forced older workers and other women out of
work — all with the knowledge of the mayor
and city council — according to a lawsuit
filed in Monterey County Superior Court
Wednesday by Jane Miller, the 62-year-old
human resources manager who left on medical
leave in May 2008 and has not returned.

Alleging sex-based and age-based discrim-
ination, failure to prevent sexual harassment,
failure to prevent discrimination and harass-
ment based on age, and retaliation in violation
of the law, Miller’s suit outlines years of
alleged misconduct and seeks damages for
lost wages and benefits, as well as for emo-
tional and physical injuries, and attorney’s
fees, costs of the case, interest and other relief.

Age discrimination?
Hired in 1999, Miller was a personnel spe-

cialist when Guillen took over the city manag-
er’s job in late 2000. During the next three
years, with the support of the mayor and coun-
cil, he “forced out several longtime city direc-
tors and employees,” according to Miller’s
suit, “all of whom were significantly over the
age of 40.”

See FERRARI page 10A

See SUIT page 9A

See $8.6M page 21A

See VIDEO page 10A

See FLANDERS page 22A

See SUTTONS
page 9A

Smile! The police have you on video
By MARY BROWNFIELD

THEY CALL it a “neutral third party,” though it usually
works in the cops’ favor. With advances in mobile and digital
technology, more police departments are using in-car video
and audio recordings to investigate crimes and back their
officers in court, and Carmel is no exception.

Every Carmel P.D. car, as well as Cpl. Steve Rana’s BMW
motorcycle, is equipped with digital cameras that monitor
everything happening in front of and behind the vehicle. The
system includes a wireless microphone that fits in an offi-
cer’s pocket and can transmit sound back to his vehicle even
when he is several hundred feet away. 

Both audio and video are recorded on a computer disc
inside the vehicle. The information is automatically retained
starting 30 seconds before an officer activates a vehicle’s

Foundation sues over Flanders sale — again
By MARY BROWNFIELD

SAYING IT is suing “in the public interest to enforce
mandatory laws preventing the unlawful sale of the historic
Flanders Mansion and its environs,” the nonprofit Flanders
Foundation filed a complaint in Monterey County Superior
Court Friday. The foundation took the City of Carmel to
court nearly four years ago over the same issue and was vic-
torious in 2007, when the judge determined the city did not
go through the proper steps to unload the 85-year-old house

sitting on the edge of Mission Trail Nature Preserve.
The city took steps to rectify the flaws by conducting a

new environmental impact report and fiscal analysis, holding
more hearings and preparing to put the question to a vote of
the public — which Flanders Foundation President Melanie
Billig stated she wanted when she filed the first lawsuit.

But “the city proposes to irrevocably divest itself of
Flanders Mansion as a way to raise onetime, short-term rev-
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Rescue workers extricate the seriously injured driver from a
$250,000 Ferrari after he crashed it into a tree near the Pebble
Beach Lodge Friday evening.

Caltrans decides not to appeal $8.6M award in motorcycle-boar case
By KELLY NIX

ATTORNEYS FOR The California Department of
Transportation announced Thursday they would not appeal
the $8.6 million award to a Monterey motorcyclist who is
permanently disabled after a 2003 collision with a wild boar
on Highway 1 near Carmel. 

Following a trial in Monterey County Superior Court,
jurors awarded Adam Rogers the money because they felt
Caltrans did not do enough to prevent the wild boar from
crossing Highway 1. The verdict was handed down March
27.

In a statement to The Pine Cone Thursday, Caltrans attor-
neys said they will let the jury’s decision stand.

“Caltrans does offer its compassion to the Rogers family,”

they said. “At this point, Caltrans has decided not to file an
appeal in this matter.”

Attorneys for Rogers, a former kickboxing champion,
argued during the three-week trial that the state knew there
was a problem of wild boar crossing the road but did little to


