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Chef, injured Army Cmdr. join forces to display 4,700 crosses
By MARY BROWNFIELD

LINED UP 10 feet apart, the crosses would have
stretched nearly 10 miles on Carmel Valley Road. Or they
could have filled a farmer’s field. Instead, the white crosses

— each representing an American man or woman who died
fighting in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars — stretched from
the rock wall of the 12th Avenue cove to the surf line on
Carmel Beach on Memorial Day. The temporary memorial
was organized by Cachagua resident Michael Jones and
Defense Language Institute Cmdr. DJ Skelton, and orches-

trated with the help of 10 Marines from the DLI, Carmel
Valley and Cachagua residents, and other supporters.

The last time Jones, Skelton and a handful of helpers set
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Once a kickboxing champion, Adam
Rogers is now permanently disabled.

Eastwoods’ latest: Out of South Africa

Man who hit boar: ‘I wasn’t drunk’
By KELLY NIX

THE MOTORCYCLIST who sued the
state and was awarded $8.6 million because
he became disabled after hitting a wild boar
on Highway 1 near Carmel six years ago
spoke out this week, insisting he had not
been drinking the night of the crash.

After a three-week trial in Monterey
County Superior Court, jurors decided
March 27 that Adam Rogers should be paid
millions of taxpayer dollars because they
felt the state didn’t do enough to prevent the
wild boar from crossing the highway.

In Rogers’ first interview since the acci-
dent, the married father and former kick-
boxing champ said he didn’t have even one
alcoholic drink the night of the crash, even
though his blood alcohol was tested and was
over the legal limit of .08 percent.

“People keep saying I was drunk and
deserved to die,” he told The Pine Cone.
“They have no clue. I wasn’t drunk.”

The verdict in Rogers’ trial made nation-
al news, and many bloggers on newspaper

Judge dismisses
Mandurrago suit

By MARY BROWNFIELD

MONTEREY COUNTY Superior Court Judge Robert
O’Farrell threw out developer John Mandurrago’s lawsuit
against the City of Carmel Friday and ordered him to pay
$6,500 in attorney’s fees. 

Mandurrago had filed the complaint asking the court to
force the city to approve his proposed demolition of an old
bank building and construction of condos, shops and a split-
level underground garage.

But, despite years of pub-
lic hearings and multiple
decisions this way and that,
he hadn’t finished making his
way through the permit
process, since the city never
denied the project he first
proposed in September 2001,
according to the city and its
legal counsel, Rick Harray.
The judge agreed.

Mandurrago had argued
the numerous delays and
twisted path of his project,
including the council’s find-
ing the former bank at Dolores and Seventh was not historic,
and then a subsequent conclusion it is architecturally signif-
icant and Mandurrago should develop plans for retaining the
building, constituted biased obstruction and violation of his
constitutional rights. 

The court should intervene to put a halt to Mandurrago’s
endless permit ordeal, according to attorney Dennis
Beougher.

But Harray disagreed. “The project wasn’t dead. The city
said the reuse of the building hadn’t been looked at enough,
so it sent it back to the planning commission,” he countered.
“You don’t go to the court until the city has done its final
deed.”

In response to Mandurrago’s suit, the city filed a motion

After eight 
years trying 
to get permits,
a developer is
penalized 
for going to
court too soon■ A major new film, embracing an orphanage and lions on the loose

By PAUL MILLER

THE TRIP was part rugged safari, part Hollywood glit-
ter and part Third World hardship, and after 10 weeks in
South Africa while her husband, Clint, directed his latest
movie, Dina Eastwood said it was the spontaneous, unex-
pectedly close encounters with the scenery, people and
wildlife of the African continent that affected her the most.

“I saw things that completely changed the way I look at
everything,” Eastwood told The Pine Cone after returning
home to the Monterey Peninsula earlier this month. 

The comment applied not only to her trek with her
daughter, Morgan, to a remote national park near the
Mozambique border, where a pride of lions seemed ready
to leap into their Jeep, but also to their helping care for 200
abandoned children at a Capetown orphanage and arrang-
ing for the overcrowded place to get new wiring, carpeting

and other upgrades. 
She was also very surprised to encounter an “amazing-

ly talented vocal band” at a Capetown music hall — a band
she wants to help come to the United States.

‘I felt like such a speck’
The safari to 7,300-square-mile Kruger National Park

sounded daunting to Eastwood when her husband’s long-
time business manager, Howard Bernstein, proposed it. “I
fought it every step of the way, but Morgan and I ended up
going, because we couldn’t get a refund,” Eastwood said. 

After two airplane flights and a long drive, they arrived
at a lodge in the national park, which is famous for its
lions, elephants, giraffes and rhinos. Seeing the animals in
the wild turned out to be unforgettable. “Once we got

LAWSUIT FILED OVER BIG SUR CRASH

TARGETS DRIVERS, AUTO COMPANIES
By KELLY NIX

THE PARENTS of a 17-year-old girl killed
in an August 2008 car crash in Big Sur have
filed a wrongful death lawsuit targeting two

suspected drunken drivers, a major car manu-
facturer, two tire companies and others they
contend were negligent.

Judd Wiesjahn and Annalisa Sand filed the
suit over the death of their daughter, Rachel
Wiesjahn, who was killed Aug. 28 when the dri-
ver of the Chevy SUV she was riding in lost
control and crashed just south of the entrance to
Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park.  

In various ways, the defendants “acted negli-
gently” and “recklessly,” which “wrongfully
killed” Wiesjahn, according to the lawsuit filed
April 15 in Monterey County Superior Court.

Besides suing several residents they say were
directly responsible for their daughter’s death,
Wiesjahn’s parents are also going after General
Motors Corporation, and Bridgestone/Firestone
Inc. and Goodyear tire companies, claiming
their products were defective and contributed to
the crash.

Among the people listed in the suit is the
Chevy driver, Christopher Tindall, 27, who was
arrested by the CHP on felony hit-and-run and

See POTTER page 24A

Potter keeps seat on
coastal panel for now

By KELLY NIX

DAVE POTTER’S term on the
California Coastal Commission has offi-
cially ended, but he’ll serve on the influ-
ential panel for another two months, until
the speaker of the Assembly reappoints
him or chooses his replacement.

Potter, who is also a Monterey County
supervisor, is seeking another four-year
term after having served for a dozen years
on the powerful coastal body.

During an extended trip to South Africa this spring while her
husband, Clint, directed his latest movie, Dina Eastwood
and their daughter, Morgan, took a special interest in an
orphanage and the 200 children who live there (left).
During a break in filming the movie, “Invictus,” Clint
Eastwood enjoyed meeting a young giraffe (above). 


