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Close to nature and civilization, 
Big Sur is perfect for a wedding

Cover photo by Kim Lemaire — www.kimlemaire.com

See BIG SUR next page

• Hors d'oeuvres
• Buffets • Sit-Downs

• Custom Menus
• Vegetarian Specialities

• Upscale BBQ’s
• Rehearsal Dinners

• Next Day Brunches
• Unique Table Settings
• Flower Arrangements

• First Class Rentals
*ALSO AVAILABLE ON SHORT NOTICE

pacificcoastcatering@yahoo.com
pacificcoastcatering.com

Carmel reads The Pine Cone

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

WHILE MANY couples honor tradition or
their religious beliefs by getting married in
a church, a growing number of people are

choosing to tie the knot in less conventional locations —
particularly those with spectacular natural settings. 

An outstanding local example is Big Sur, which is just
a short drive from downtown Carmel and has breathtak-
ing scenery famous around the world. And in Big Sur, a
thriving hospitality industry offers a dizzying array of

wedding possibilities that limit couples only by their
budgets and their imaginations.

“Big Sur has become a wedding destination over the
years, with people coming from all over the country and
even Europe to get married here,” said Cheri Gladstone,
the owner of a catering business, A Big Sur Affair. “The
diversity of venues allows for every budget, from a sim-
ple and casual picnic-style reception at the day-use pic-
nic area in Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park, to a luxury experi-
ence at one of the private properties and estates that are
available as ceremony and reception sites.”  

For those whose can afford it, a wedding at one of
Big Sur’s two luxury resorts — Post Ranch Inn and
Ventana Inn and Spa — promises to be an unforgettable
experience. 

“The seductive power of tranquil privacy, exquisite
cuisine, impeccable service, healing spa treatments and
breathtaking beauty makes romance an integral part of
the guest experience at Post Ranch,” general manager
Dan Priano explained. “Many of our guests come for a
proposal and then recapture the magic by coming back
each year for their wedding anniversary.” 

For couples on a tight budget, or for anyone who
simply wants to be surrounded by nature on that special
day, Big Sur offers a bounty of parks, beaches, redwood
forests and scenic vistas.

“One couple I know got married standing in the Big
Sur River,” recalled Kate Healey, who supplies flowers to
many Big Sur weddings. “It was pretty cool.”

A wedding in Big Sur can be a memorable event for
guests as well.

“Couples who choose Big Sur as a wedding destina-
tion also tend to try and create a unique Big Sur experi-
ence for their guests by incorporating activities such as
hiking, yoga and massage,” Gladstone observed.

Ultimately, it is Mother Nature that makes Big Sur
such an extraordinary location for a wedding.

“People want to do something special when they get
married,” Healey suggested. “Big Sur provides an amaz-
ing backdrop for a wedding. People are drawn to the
wildness of this place, and you can get very close to
nature.”

Thanks to a dedicated network of local wedding pro-
fessionals — many of whom have lived in Big Sur for
decades — would-be couples are able to create the
weddings of their dreams.

“We don’t just set the
table, we set the mood.”

Specialty tabletop items for rent,
linen, china, crystal, flatware, 
centerpieces, wedding decor.

Wedding coordinator
Anna Vandenbroucke

info@setinyourway.com
www.setinyourway.com

Carmel Valley
831.659.3610

Come enjoy authentic, homemade,
Italian country recipes

Available for Rehearsal
Dinners/Banquets

Prices starting at 
$30++/person (up to 45)

Dine Alfresco in Carmel on our
Romantic Heated Terrace

PET FRIENDLY

Lunch 11 am, Dinner 5 pm

((883311))  662244--33666677
San Carlos Between 7th & 8th

Carmel-by-the-Sea
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MONTEREY’S NEWEST

LUXURY OCEAN FRONT HOTEL 

750 Cannery Row  Monterey, CA 93940  |  intercontinental.com/montereyic

(located next door to the Monterey Bay Aquarium)

InterContinental The Clement Monterey 
was designed as a serene coastal retreat 
for personal rejuvenation and spectacular 
private celebrations.

• Wedding ceremonies are staged on an 
expansive landscaped courtyard facing 
the sapphire-blue waters of the bay with 
magnificent panoramic coastal views 
accommodating up to 250 guests.

• Two fire pits provide an ambient glow, 
particularly romantic at sunset.

• Couples say their vows with the bay in the 
background, while sea birds trace graceful 
curves on the horizon and otters and sea 
lions perch atop the rocky shore.

• Two ocean front ballrooms providing 
seating for 50 to 225 guests.

• The VIP Kid’s Club providing fun and 
innovative programs for kids ages 4 to 13.
A perfect venue for children’s enjoyment 
while parents enjoy the wedding.

• 208 guestrooms & suites, Energia Spa, 
Fitness Room, Pool & Whirlpool along 
with ocean front dining and award winning 
cuisine in the C restaurant + bar.

Call our Wedding Coordinator
for a personal tour
at 831.375.4500.Photo by Erica Berger

Do you live an InterContinental life?

BIG SUR
From previous page

PHOTOS/(TOP) COURTESY POST RANCH INN, (BOTTOM) KIM LEMAIRE

Post Ranch Inn’s oceanfront rooms offer unparalleled luxury and spectacular vistas (top), while
outdoor locations such as Palo Colorado (bottom) have Big Sur views at much lower prices.

“We all work together,” Healey added.
“We’re able to provide quite a unique
combination of services.”

If you are interested in learning more
about getting married in Big Sur, there is
no better place to start than the wedding

page on the Big Sur Chamber of
Commerce web-site, which is located at
www.bigsurcalifornia.org. The page
serves as a virtual hub for Big Sur wed-
ding services, offering extensive informa-
tion about caterers, florists, ceremony and
reception sites, lodging, ministers, pho-
tographers, videographers, cakes and
even marriage licenses. 

For more information, call the cham-
ber at (831) 667-2100.

*BUY 

5 HOURS

GET A 

6TH HOUR 

FREE

*MUST MENTION THIS AD. PLEASE SAY YOU SAW IN CARMEL PINE CONE OR CALIFORNIAN
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Two versions of bridal pampering: A facial in
the spa at Quail Lodge (above), and the
resort’s pool and hot tub (right), which can
provide their own form of reinvigoration and
relaxation.

“When you want the best....”

Michael Merritt Designs
American Institute of Floral Designers

www.michaelmerritt.com
(831) 676-8583

649-3322 542 Abrego St., Monterey
Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:30 • Sat. 9:00-1:00

FREE DYING
WITH EVERY PURCHASE

WHENEVER YOU IMAGINE 
SOMETHING WONDERFUL...

PICTURE YOURSELF
IN A PAIR

OF DYEABLES©

Shoes & Handbags for All Occasions
In Wedding White or Dyed to Match the Prettiest Dress You Own!
SIZE AA 6-12

B 4-12
C 6-11
D 6-10

150 STYLES
ALLOW 4 WEEKS DELIVERY

FOR SOME STYLES

542 Abrego St. • Monterey

(831) 649-4723 • (831) 649-3322

Custom Imprinting:
Napkins • Favor Boxes • Ribbons • Matches

Celebrating 69 Years of Service!

Federico Imprints
Custom Glass Etching 

& Engraving:
Champagne Flutes 

Wine Glasses & Bottles 
Gifts • Picture Frames • Invitations

Corner of Lincoln 
& Seventh Street

P.O. Box 2205,
Carmel-by-the-Sea,
California 93921

831.624.3550
831.594.6200 cell

www.churchofthewayfarer.com
weddings@churchofthewayfarer.com

Tradition, Private and Garden

Weddings
Re-Affirmation - Baptisms - Memorials

Carlson Social Hall (available)

The Church of the Wayfarer sanctuary 
features beautiful stained glass windows 

with hand carved walnut 
wainscoting and an ornately carved altar.

Ideal setting for your 
wedding with a picturesque garden for 

capturing the light and the perfect 
photographs. Our professional staff is 

available and dedicated in assisting you 
and your family on these beautiful occasions.

Quail offers ultimate in relaxation for brides and their parties
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

IDYLLIC QUAIL Lodge & Resort,
known for its beautiful golf course
and recently renovated lodge and

clubhouse, may be an ideal place for all
aspects of a wedding. With comfortable
rooms, indoor and outdoor locations that
easily accommodate a crowd, and atten-
tive employees, the Carmel Valley proper-
ty has it all.

But one of its best benefits is the spa,
which provides much-needed relaxation

before and after a lavish wedding cele-
bration. Featuring light, airy and comfort-
able treatment rooms bordered by gar-
dens and located above the pool and
jacuzzi, the spa also recently introduced
new skin-care products to ensure every
woman looks and feels her best. 

In March, Quail hosted a reception to
introduce Dermalogica, which it recently
began offering to spa clients. The process
involves consulting with a specialist to
determine skin types and areas of con-
cern through a process called “face map-
ping,” and then receiving recom-
mendations of products to address
specific issues, such as dryness,
small lines and circles under the
eyes. Quail carries dozens of
Dermalogica products and can deliv-
er just what’s needed, according to
spa manager Jeovanni Coronado.

Dermalogica was founded by a
United Kingdom-trained skin thera-
pist, Jane Wurwand, who discovered
products were sorely lacking when
she arrived in the United States more
than 25 years ago. She opened a
small postgraduate skin-care institute
in Marina Del Rey called The
International Dermal Institute and
developed her own products, which
are made in the United States and
only sold by certified skin therapists,
including those at the spa at Quail.

Specialists incorporate
Dermalogica in a number of treat-
ments. Perfect for brides, brides-
maids and mothers desiring a little
pampering is the Quail Feather
Signature Facial, an 80-minute ses-
sion “to exfoliate, refine pores and

stimulate collagen,” that includes a firm-
ing mask and exfoliating hand/foot treat-
ment and massage.

Other facials specifically target signs of
aging, breakouts, age spots, and even
men’s razor burn.

Those seeking a specific pick-me-up
might consider “The Eyes Have It” eye
contour, a customized treatment “to
restore softness and elasticity, and reduce
the appearance of fatigue, lines and dark
circles,” or “Stick Your Neck Out,”

designed to restore, firm and soften the
skin of the neck and décolleté.

Restorative facial and body treatments
range from the soothing Lavender
Peppermint Cooler and the revitalizing
Citrus Detox Reviver, to the decadent
Rose Indulgence (which entails lying in a
bed of roses and deep moisturizing) and
the perfect option for the frantic bride-to-
be: the De-Stress Muscle Release.

See QUAIL next page
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Of course, the spa also offers mas-
sages and beauty services such as mani-
cures, pedicures, waxing and tinting.

The ultimate in luxury are Quail’s spa
packages, such as the Valley Rose Ritual
— a Rose Indulgence body treatment, a
customized facial and a 30-minute spa
manicure — for $350, or the Sunset
Retreat for the happy couple afterward.
For $550, the romantic getaway begins in
the spa’s couple’s room “with the healing
properties of lavender,” followed by a
private outdoor shower and massage.

Services may also be administered in a
client’s hotel room for an additional fee.

For more information or reservations,
visit www.quaillodge.com or call (888)
828-8787. To make appointments at the
spa, call (831) 620-8811.

PHOTOS/KIM LEMAIRE (ABOVE AND TOP), TOM O’NEAL - TGO PHOTOGRAPHY (TOP RIGHT)

Carmel Valley offers numerous locations for memorable weddings, including Holman Ranch
(above), Bernardus Lodge (top) and Santa Lucia Preserve (top right).

QUAIL
From previous page

TOM O’NEAL      MARC HOWARD
TGO Photography and Associates

831-659-5040   www.tgophoto.com

the experience held ....
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301 Mid Valley Center • Carmel

Enhance your glow and
Calm your jitters before your 

WEDDING day!!!

Facials • Massage • Waxing
Body Treatments

Gift Certificates

626-SKIN
Featuring Jan Marini 

Epicuren Products
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Specializing In: 

Conveinent Location & Plenty of Free Parking! 

Vivaz Beauty 
Salon and Day Spa 

Reserve the Entire Spa for Large Parties! Call for Free Consultation! 

Designer makes wedding dress dreams come true
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

WHETHER IT’S choosing what kind of flow-
ers to use to what song is most appropriate
for the “first dance,” brides-to-be nowadays

have endless possibilities to make their wedding days
unique.

But deciding what wedding dress to wear is among a
bride’s biggest concerns.

And nobody knows that better than the team at
Ericka Engelman Couture, a local designer specializing
in custom-made wedding dresses.

“We love working with brides and making something
they dream about really happen,” said owner Ericka
Engelman.

Ericka Engelman Couture makes as many as 24 cus-

tom bridal gowns and alters up to 100 gowns every
year. Each gown is painstakingly crafted to each bride’s
personal taste. 

“We have done so many different kinds of things,”
she said. “Every bride who walks in the door has some-
thing different she’s looking for.”

More than ever, brides are requesting less traditional
gowns in favor of those that better reflect their personal-
ities, Engelman said. Gowns of pale blues and greens,
and those embroidered with the bride’s name, for
instance, are regular requests.

“They don’t want it to look like a wedding dress,”
she said. “It’s really kind of a fun time for us. We don’t
get the off-the-rack bride, we get the very special per-
son.”

In order to convey their ideas of the perfect wedding

dress, Engelman said she tells brides-to-be to bring into
her shop all their ideas and photos.

“The average age of brides is 26,” she said. “They
know a bit more about themselves, and they are not
finding what they want on a rack. They want a dress
that says something about them.”

Most of the gowns Ericka Engelman Couture creates
are made of fine silk.

“We find that a bride’s complexion and everything
responds to silks more than polyesters,” she said. “Silk
gowns tend to be lighter ... and they just kind of float.”

Engelman’s custom wedding dresses cost $2,000 to
$8,000, with most gowns in the $3,500 range. Gowns are

See GOWNS next page

Wow Your 
Wedding Guests… 

Award winning and experienced
professional wedding bagpiper
Nancy Murray can make your
day a unique experience.

You may choose to follow
wedding customs of centuries
past and have the bagpipes play
as your guests arrive, during the processional, the recession-
al and/or afterwards at the reception, inside or outside.

831.262.6720
www.bagpipesbythebay.com

with the romantic and 
haunting sound of the 
ancient Great Scottish
Highland Bagpipes 
on your special day...

A Beautiful
Ceremony

deserves 
a beautiful 
reception at 

Lovers Point

Receptions & Rehersal Dinners • Spectacular Ocean Views
831.375.3956

631 Ocean View Blvd. • Pacific Grove
lattitudes@loverspoint.com
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PHOTOS/KIM LEMAIRE (ABOVE), 

TOM O’NEAL - TGO PHOTOGRAPHY (RIGHT) VViissiitt  oouurr  NNeewwllyy  
RReemmooddeelleedd  SSppaa  

Full Salon
New Steam Rooms
Relaxation Room

Pool & Tubs

Please contact our 
wedding coordinator

elise@spaontheplaza.com
www.spaontheplaza.com

AA  rroommaannttiicc  wwaayy  tt  oo  eexxpprreessss  yyoouurr  lloovvee,,

RReejjuuvveennaattee,,  RReellaaxx,,  EEnnjjooyy

Skin Care by
201 Alvarado Street, Monterey
Complimentary parking at the
Portola Plaza Hotel and Spa

647-9000 • www.spaontheplaza.com

Blue Jeans
to Bridal …

RRoommaannttiiccaallllyy CHIC.

The Nest has fashions for everyone ...
Brides, Mothers, Bridesmaids,

Flower Girls and guests

831.333.9184
229-B Grand Avenue

Pacific Grove

RRoommaannttiiccaallllyy CHIC.

first mocked up in less expensive muslin
— a type of finely woven cotton — so

GOWNS
From previous page

the customer can get an idea of what the
gown will look like when it’s completed
in silk.

“We like to have at least three months
to do a gown,” Engelman said. 

And regardless of how a gown may
change from its original concept,

Engelman said there is complete trans-
parency between her staff and customers.

“There are no surprises,” she said. “If
we change something, we tell them right
then that this is going to cost more and
let them decide if they want to do that.”

But sometimes things don’t go as
planned. She once was asked to make a
wedding gown in a weekend.
Fortunately, she and her staff work well
under pressure.

“A dry cleaner ruined a dress and we
had to recreate it,” she said. “It wasn’t
one of our dresses originally, but we
saved the day.”

Though Engelman started the business
26 years ago after having graduated from
the Fashion Institute of Design &
Merchandising in Los Angeles, she said
she confidently relies on the expertise of

her employees, including assistant
Meghan Ryan, to help pull it all together.

“Meghan and I do the fittings and the
consultations with the brides, and come
up with ideas,” Engelman said. “And the
rest of the staff, through a collaborative
effort, make it happen.”

And when an anxious bride steps into
Ericka Engelman Couture, she can leave
the worries of all the rest of her wedding
planning at the door, Engelman said.

“A lot of chaos can be happening, but
this is a quiet place,” she said. “You have
time to try on your dress and be beauti-
ful. It’s a happy place and we love it.”

Ericka Engelman Couture is at 26350
Carmel Rancho Lane, Suite 110, at the
mouth of Carmel Valley. For more infor-
mation, visit www.erickaengelmancou-
ture.com or call (831) 624-3442.

While some brides are 
spontaneous and are 
even willing to frolic in their 
wedding gowns in the surf 
off Pebble Beach (above), 
others are more contemplative
on their big day. Either way,
the selection of a wedding
gown is a crucial decision.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

831.624.3442  • 26350 carmel rancho lane  •  suite 110  •  carmel  •  ca  •  93923

www.ErickaEngelman.com

ericka engelman couture
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 For all occasions.
 443-0306

 Lic. No. 19792

 Clarke

THE ECONOMY’S down, 401(k)s
and stock portfolios aren’t what
they used to be, and even home

The countdown to a perfect wedding starts a year before
values have declined (though much less
so in Carmel and Pebble Beach than
other parts of the state). Meanwhile,
more than 2 million weddings will take

place in the United States this year —
many of them as elaborate as ever.  

And whether your heart is set on a
wedding at a perfect country inn in

Carmel Valley or the sanctuary of a beau-
tiful, candle-lit church in Carmel-by-the-

See COUNTDOWN next page

Pebble Beach is well known for its
incomparable golf courses, amazing
scenery, impressive mansions and  
luxurious hotels. But it is also a very
popular destination for weddings.
These couples chose Casa Palmero
(left) and the Beach and Tennis Club
(right) to seal their vows.

PHOTOS/KIM LEMAIRE

h.mcgurrin@att.net
http://www.imagemakers.org/members/heidimcgurrin.html

Formal & Intimate
Weddings Portraiture

831 393 0777  cell 831 915 7795

Wedding Photgrapher/Artist
For All Your
Bridal Needs

Paul Mitchell • Pureology
Bare Escentuals Cosmetics

Napoleon Perdus • Prestige Cosmetics
Arbonne Pure Swiss Skin Care

East side of Lincoln at 5th 
Carmel-by-the-Sea

831.624.7879
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COUNTDOWN
From previous page

Sea, you should realize there can still be competition not
only for Saturday afternoons, but for caterers, florists
and entertainment as well. Planning ahead — way
ahead — will prevent your dream wedding from being

snapped up by some other couple.
At least six, and preferably 12, months before

the wedding, the following should be considered:
❤ The budget. A realistic assessment of what you can

spend will help steer the course of the wedding away
from beginning your married life buried in debt.

❤ Hone the guest list, the length of which will deter-
mine possible locations for the wedding and reception. 

❤ Reserve not only the wedding venue, but the
reception location, and airline tickets and hotel for the

honeymoon. (You can’t use frequent-flyer miles to the
most sought-after locations without booking far, far in
advance.)

❤ Reserve the services of the pastor or other person
who will perform the ceremony. 

❤ Select attendants for bride and groom and make
sure they’re available.

See CHECKLIST next page

The golf course at the Hyatt Regency Monterey is a popular place
for newly wedded couples to pose.

Fine print: The electronic Carmel Pine Cone is a pdf document identical to the printed version. Delivery will be
by email containing a link to download the pdf file. Privacy policy: We will never give your email address to any-
one else. Questions or problems: Send an email to mail@carmelpinecone.com.

• Save the trees
• Fight global warming
• No more ink-stained fingers
• Get your Pine Cone before everybody else . . . 

all from the comfort of your home!

Subscribe at www.carmelpinecone.com 

The Pine Cone . . .
through my
computer? HHooww  

ffaabbuulloouuss!!
For FREE?

Dinner nightly from 5pm • Closed Tuesdays

Fun foods and killer cocktails

Lincoln (between 5th & 6th) 
Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA

831-626-8000
www.christophersonlincoln.com

The Perfect Place 

for your 

Wedding Rehearsal or 

Small Romantic Wedding
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Open The Door 
To Relaxation

Bridal Parties
Baby Showers
or just a get together 

with a few good friends.

Call for your personalized journey 

700 Munras Avenue, Monterey, CA 93940  |  P 831.372.1829
for more information, please visit sanospamonterey.com

Gift Cards are available 
in any denomination

FOOD, FUN...

UUnniiqquuee  aanndd  rroommaannttiicc  EEuurrooppeeaann  sseettttiinngg..  

CCuulliinnaarryy  eexxcceelllleennccee..

FFuullll  bbaarr  aanndd  aawwaarrdd--wwiinnnniinngg  wwiinnee  lliisstt..  IImmppeeccccaabbllee  sseerrvviiccee..  

FFaammiillyy  oowwnneedd  aanndd  ooppeerraatteedd  ffoorr  oovveerr  2200  yyeeaarrss..

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn  rreehheeaarrssaall  aanndd  wweeddddiinngg  ddiinnnneerrss..

PPrriivvaattee  rroooommss  ffoorr  88--5500

FFAANNDDAANNGGOO
ooppeenn  77  ddaayyss  ••  ffuullll  bbaarr  ••  ddiinnnneerr  nniigghhttllyy  ••  lluunncchh  ddaaiillyy  ••  ssuunnddaayy  bbrruunncchh

222233  1177tthh  ssttrreeeett,,  ppaacciiffiicc  ggrroovvee  •• 883311..333333..99779988
bbaannqquueettss@@ffaannddaannggoorreessttaauurraanntt..ccoomm                                                wwwwww..ffaannddaannggoorreessttaauurraanntt..ccoomm

See PREPARED next page

CHECKLIST
From previous page

❤ Book local hotel rooms for out-of-
town guests, family and attendants.

❤ Check catering facilities at the
reception location. Contact an outside
caterer, if necessary. 

❤ Book a photographer and videogra-

pher.
❤ Discuss any written prenuptial

agreements.
❤ Select wedding and bridesmaids’

dresses or the design you wish a seam-
stress to use.

❤ Discuss and plan living arrange-
ments after the wedding (these days,
many couples already have that taken

Lovers Point in Pacific Grove is replete with dramatic ocean scenery — including a grove of aged, wind-
swept cypress — and is the place numerous couples choose to tie the knot.
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PREPARED
From previous page

care of). 
❤ Request announcement of the

engagement in your hometown newspa-
per.

❤ Select your wedding rings.
About four months before the wed-

ding date, most final arrangements
should be completed:

❤ Pay deposits and sign contracts for
the ceremony. Writing at least an informal
“letter of understanding” detailing what
you expect from caterers, florists, enter-
tainers and photographers can help pre-
vent disastrous misunderstandings on the
big day. Agreements or changes made in
person or over the telephone should be
noted with a simple letter while the
details are still fresh in both minds.

❤ All attire should be ordered, with
color schemes communicated to the par-
ents of bride and groom. 

❤ Sign up with a bridal registry. Many
small, local stores can make a gift registry
available worldwide on the Internet, and
the large national chains such as Macy’s
or Saks Fifth Avenue will obviously be
able to make a registry available to
guests who will choose gifts in other
cities.

❤ Order invitations.
❤ Check civil requirements for mar-

riage licenses. 
❤ Purchase wedding rings.
❤ Reserve limousines.
❤ Finalize guest list and check correct

mailing addresses.
❤ Shop for trousseau.
Sixty days before the ceremony is

the time to:
❤ Address all invitations and send

those to anyone who will have to make
travel plans. Other invitations can be sent

six weeks before the ceremony. 
❤ Review all agreements, including

memos outlining changes or additions,
with the person officiating, and all suppli-
ers.

❤ Plan rehearsal schedule and dinner,
and bridesmaid’s luncheon.

❤ Decide on accessories, such as gob-
lets for toasting, pillow for rings, garter,
guest book, something borrowed, some-
thing blue.

❤ Book hairdresser and makeup artist
for the morning of the ceremony. 

❤ Finalize all accommodations for
out-of-town guests and for the honey-
moon.

❤ Order wedding cake.
❤ Have final fitting for wedding dress. 
❤ Sit for bridal portrait. 
❤ Get marriage license from the coun-

ty recorder’s office.
❤ Choose gifts for bridesmaids and

groomsmen.
❤ Purchase book to record gifts, and

start writing thank-yous immediately.
❤ Take care of legal details regarding

change-of-name on driver’s license, Social
Security card, insurance, bank accounts,
charge accounts, wills.

Three weeks before the ceremony,
you should:

❤ Reconfirm all accommodations; can-
celing any surplus.

❤ Send wedding announcement to the
newspaper in the bride’s hometown, the

groom’s hometown and the location of
the wedding.

❤ Select someone to be in charge of
placing the guest book at the reception
and of moving gifts.

❤ Get hair trimmed.
❤ Remind each other why you

embarked on this journey in the first
place.

During the final week before the
big day, it’s a good idea to:

❤ Give the photographer a list of
guests to immortalize. Discuss logistics
with videographer.

❤ Contact guests who have not
responded, to try to get an accurate
count for the caterer.

❤ Plan seating arrangements.
❤ Pack for the honeymoon. Make

sure luggage is picked up by the limou-
sine or is in the car taking you from the
reception.

❤ Try to get plenty of sleep.
❤ Have a rehearsal and enjoy the din-

ner afterward.
❤ Pick up all wedding attire.
❤ Make a list of no more than seven

things to remember on the Wedding Day. 
In addition to the copy you think

you’ll be able to find that morning, give
another to the maid of honor and best
man and pin one to your wedding under-
wear.  

Make sure the first thing and the last
thing on the list is: Enjoy! 

If you feel like acting goofy on your wedding day, the soft, white sands of Carmel Beach
(above) are good for bare feet. Meanwhile, historic Cannery Row in Monterey (below) pro-
vides numerous ideal places to toss your bouquet.
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Beautiful
wedding 

memories are 
made in our 
spectacular 
gardens…

La Playa Hotel is truly 

one of the loveliest and 

most inviting places on 

the Monterey Peninsula 

for a wedding & reception 

or rehearsal dinner. 

8th Avenue & Camino Real

(831) 624-6476
Visit our website for details:

www.laplayahotel.com

S a l u t e !
Congratulations on your engagement - let Piatti 
make your day everything you dreamed of...and 

then some.  From rehearsal dinners in the fireplace 
room to roof top receptions we’ve got your special 
event space waiting for you.  Call our private event

coordinator Ashley Wilson at 831.625.1766 for 
more information or visit us at www.piatti.com

Monterey hotel sweetens 
wedding packages 
with free nights

THE HYATT Regency Monterey
Resort & Spa is wooing wedding
parties with sweet deals for

bride and groom. Couples tying the knot
at the Hyatt will receive free honeymoon
nights at participating resorts, offering the
chance to marry in one setting and vaca-
tion in another, or combine the two in a
destination wedding — for which the
Monterey Peninsula is perfect.

With years of experience in catering
and event planning, Hyatt staff will “assist
in planning an unforgettable, authentic
celebration,” and consultants “can guide
the couple in everything, from selecting
the menu, to arranging accommodations
and activities for family and friends,
choosing flowers and finding the perfect
photographer,” according to Todd Statz,
director of sale.

The Monterey hotel recently under-
went extensive renovations, including the

opening of a top-of-the-line restaurant,
and offers a wide range of options for
wedding ceremonies and receptions,
including the well appointed Grand
Ballroom and the outdoor gazebo.

Each Hyatt Regency Monterey wed-
ding package comes with an onsite event
planner, a family-style menu tasting, free
overnight accommodations in one of the
new Monterey Suites for the bride and
groom, and a Champagne toast for all
guests. 

The wedding-and-honeymoon deal is
available from now until June 30, 2010,
and is based on how much is spent on
the wedding celebration. It begins at the
$10,000 mark, which nets a free two-
night stay, and each additional $10,000
earns another free night.

To book the wedding and honeymoon
offer, call (831) 657 6540 or e-mail mry-
dmcatering@hyatt.com.

Kim Lemaire is a photographer with Ensemble Productions Photography.
She has been photographing weddings on the Monterey Peninsula for
more than 10 years. Kim absolutely loves capturing the fun and excit-

ment that weddings bring. She has a way to make people comfortable, which she
feels is her true gift. You can see more of Kim’s work and contact her at
www.kimlemaire.com.

Tom O’Neal is one of the Monterey Peninsula’s most respected photogra-
phers, not only of weddings, but also for commercial, scenic, fine art
and other demanding assignments. His career goes back to the 1960s,

when he made iconic rock ’n’ roll portraits. He can be contacted at www.tgopho-
to.com.

About the photographers ...


