
plaints from some businesses but praise from others. 
Besides closing the main street and tying up traffic, the

commercial filmed Monday and Tuesday for AT&T cellular
phone service blocked off dozens of parking spaces. But it
also brought dozens of technicians and actors to town as the

production company, Smuggler, shot scenes at
the Red House Cafe, Miss Trawick’s Garden
Shop and other P.G. locations.

“It was the best thing that happened to P.G.
this year,” said Moe Ammar, president of the
chamber of commerce. “It was very exciting
for P.G. to see Hollywood here.”

But some businesses weren’t so impressed. 
Kevin Fournier, owner of Fournier’s Bakery

Cafe at 650 Lighthouse Ave., said his business
suffered because of the production.

“It had an impact in that it was the slowest
two days of the year,” Fournier said. “Both
directions were blocked, and people had to go
around.”

Fournier said he didn’t know about the
commercial until the crew began filming. 

“If they hadn’t brought their own caterers,”
he said, “it might have brought some busi-
ness.”
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A big operation to control
light brown apple moths is
getting under way in Moss
Landing. Special isolation
chambers (above and left)
will be used to raise millions
of the moths, which will be
refrigerated, sterilized and
eventually released. A USDA
employee holds a sticky trap
(lower left), while a micro-
scope (lower right) is used to
identify a potential pest.
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Moss Landing scientists ready for their moths
By KELLY NIX

IN A new effort to eradicate the
invasive light brown apple moth with-
out the use of pesticides, state and fed-
eral agriculture workers are gearing up
for the arrival of thousands of the
insects at a brand new facility in Moss
Landing. 

In a building across the street from
the Dynegy power plant, researchers
will raise male apple moths so they can
be sterilized and released. The hope is
that, with thousands of sterile moths
distracting the females moths in agri-
cultural areas of Monterey, Santa Cruz
and other counties, the LBAM popula-
tion will shrink, if not disappear.

Six people who will work on the
apple-moth-rearing operation are
already at the facility. And in about two
weeks, after securing a state permit to
raise the insects, thousands of moths
will be moved there.

“We have started to move in,” said
U.S. Department of Agriculture
spokesman Larry Hawkins. 

The insects, which will arrive in
their larval stage, will be placed in
sealed chambers where they will be
raised to adulthood. 

“The chambers allow us to control
the temperature, light and humidity for
the moths,” Simmons said.

Workers will then collect the moths
with a vacuum hose and transfer them
to refrigerated boxes. 

The cold will put the insects into
hibernation, in which they will remain
during the sterilization process and
until they are released.

River School
boundaries won’t
change, but its 
programs might

By KELLY NIX

DESPITE THE approval of a budget in Sacramento last
week, it’s uncertain whether state funds will be freed up in
time to install two bridges in Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park that
would allow the park to be reopened by Memorial Day week-
end.

In December, financing was frozen for numerous infra-
structure projects around the state, including plans to replace
an old bridge at the entrance of Pfeiffer park which is need-
ed for the park to be open to campers and other visitors.

EIR may be needed
for P.G. car event

By KELLY NIX

CHANCES ARE slim to none the posh Concorso
Italiano car event will come to Pacific Grove this year,
despite a push by the chamber of commerce to overcome
council opposition and bring it to the city.

Chamber of commerce president Moe Ammar said
the main reason the show — which attracts hundreds of
participants and thousands of spectators — is in jeop-
ardy is that an environmental impact report might be
needed before it can be permitted to move to P.G.

Not only might that cost a lot of money, but the envi-
ronmental review process could take months, Ammar
said, which wouldn’t give organizers enough time to pull
the event together.

“With all the requirements with getting a permit,”
Ammar said, “it’s highly unlikely the event will happen
this year.”

This is the second year in a row the city has failed to
draw Concorso Italiano to Pacific Grove, where it would
be held on the city’s golf links.

In 2008, the city council said it didn’t want thePHOTO/KELLY NIX

The big-budget commercial included filming inside the Red House Cafe (at
right) and other downtown businesses.

By CHRIS COUNTS

DOZENS OF worried residents packed the Carmel
Middle School library Tuesday, ready to criticize a plan to
reduce crowding at Carmel River School by transferring
some of its students to Tularcitos School in Carmel Valley
Village.

But before the concerned parents had a chance to sound
off on the issue, Carmel Unified School District superinten-
dent Marvin Biasotti put their fears to rest.
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AT&T commercial closes town’s main street for two days
By KELLY NIX

A HOLLYWOOD production company filming an
expensive TV commercial in Pacific Grove that forced a two-
day closure of Lighthouse Avenue this week brought com-


