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It’s easy to forget about the
recession when you’re having a massage
or a facial. We have lots of suggestions
for soothing your skin ... and your soul
... inside this week’s Carmel Pine Coneb e a u t yin
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By KELLY NIX

LAST WEEK the New York Times
reported a national trend of disabled peo-
ple replacing service dogs with more exot-
ic animals — such as monkeys, parrots and
small horses.

And you don’t have to go far to find an
example. One resident of Pacific Grove
uses a miniature horse for stability as she
moves around her home. The horse is often
seen being walked around a neighborhood
not far from the beach.

According to the Guide Horse
Foundation, miniature horses make good
service animals because “they demonstrate
excellent judgment and are not easily dis-
tracted by crowds and people.”

But there is a growing debate over
whether unconventional service animals
such as monkeys and pigs should be
allowed to cozy up to people in restaurants,

See HORSE page 7A
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Pacific Grove resident Harvey Brodsky makes sure his family’s miniature horse,
Lucy, gets exercise by walking it around the neighborhood. The horse is a com-
panion and service animal for Brodsky’s wife.

Revised law 
spells setback for
Carmel Inn plans

By MARY BROWNFIELD

BEFORE OWNER Ron Chaplan and business partner
Nader Agha could celebrate winning planning commission
approval last week to reopen the long-vacant Carmel Inn for
Seniors for senior housing and a restaurant, their victory was
wiped away with the addition of a small clause in a revised
state law. The planning commission’s Jan. 14 approval of the
pair’s use permit to run a boarding house for elderly residents
and operate a restaurant open to the public relied on two con-
cessions given for their providing affordable housing, but
planning and building ser-
vices manager Sean Conroy
said the new state code cover-
ing such concessions voids
the commission’s approval
and sends Chaplan and Agha
back to the drawing board.

The duo first presented the
housing-and-restaurant con-
cept to commissioners last
November and received gen-
eral support for the idea.
Agha returned Jan. 14 with a
firm request for a use permit
to operate rental units for the
elderly and a commercial
restaurant on San Carlos Street. Agha said the existing build-
ing would remain — rather than being demolished to make
way for the nine condos approved by the city in 2006 — and
contain 24 units and a 56-seat restaurant that would help
make the project financially feasible. The dining establish-
ment would serve the residents and the public. Although the
zoning does not permit a restaurant on the property, Agha
and Chaplan requested it as a concession in exchange for
providing two affordable units.

At the meeting, Conroy said his reading of the state code

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A 19-YEAR-OLD man staying at a friend’s home in
Pebble Beach was no doubt surprised to see police approach-
ing his front door Jan. 12 with an arrest warrant for burglary.
He had to figure the liquor he’s suspected of stealing last
summer had long been forgotten. But it hadn’t.

According to PGPD detective Adam Sepagan, Patrick
James Ayers stole liquor from the Pacific Grove Safeway on
June 19, 2008. 

“One of the Safeway employees saw him as he was leav-
ing, and we just happened to have an officer who was there
in the parking lot,” Sepagan said. But when the cop
approached the suspected burglar, “the guy took off running,
jumped a fence, ditched one of the bottles and got away.”

The suspect escaped, but the officer recovered the bottle
of hard alcohol the man dropped, and police managed to lift
some fingerprints from its surface, according to Sepagan.

“We submitted the prints to the Monterey County crime
lab, they were able to find a match, and we were able to get

Gang members drawn to quiet P.G.
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

MORE GANG members are taking up residence in
Pacific Grove, according to detective Adam Sepagan, who
arrested one of them Jan. 14 for drug offenses and probation
violation — specifically, possessing “gang indicia” such as
clothing indicating his Sureño affiliation.

“They’re moving into town,” he said, citing the area of
Arkwright Court, where apartments are abundant and cheap.
“Unless they do something wrong and we catch them, we
can’t ask them not to live here. We’d like to.”

It’s mostly Hispanic gangs, according to Sepagan, and
while Norteños were predominant for a while, more Sureños
are arriving as of late.

Their taking up residence in “America’s Last Hometown”
marks a change from the past, when Pacific Grove was con-
sidered neutral territory for Monterey County’s prolific
gangs.

“For the longest time, those people didn’t come to P.G.,

because they didn’t want to get caught for something like a
taillight,” and then be found driving a stolen car or having an
outstanding warrant, Sepagan said. “But as things are getting
worse throughout the county, sometimes they come here
because they want to get away from the violence and every-
thing.”

And even if they come to Pacific Grove to get away from
violence, they commit crimes once they’re in town.

“Anytime you’ve got active gang members, it’s all funded
by drugs, guns and crime,” Sepagan said.

That means Pacific Grove residents need to be more vig-
ilant in protecting themselves, particularly from mail theft,
which can lead to identity theft. Gangs have discovered how
lucrative it can be to swipe people’s personal information
from their unlocked mailboxes and then sell it to criminals
who use it to steal victims’ identities and money.

“There are a lot of unsecured mailboxes,” Sepagan said.

The city 
wants to 
approve the
renovation ,
but state law 
says it can’t

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE CARMEL Mission will be awash in equip-
ment and busy crew members Tuesday, the first day of a
month of filming for “Carmel the Movie,” a feature film
produced and directed by local Lawrence Roeck about
international art forgery and the town’s deep artistic
roots. The story centers around a 15-year-old art prodi-
gy who is abandoned by his mother in a local hotel and
ends up fabricating major works of art.

Carmel Police Cpl. Steve Rana is helping coordinate
street closures in town for the filming and asked that
inconvenienced people be patient.

Extras needed as movie
begins production Tuesday

Service animals for the disabled: 

Should horses, pigs and iguanas be included?

See GANGS page 27A

See INN page 9A

Long wait ends in
arrest for liquor theft

See ARREST page 9A
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C.V. HOMEOWNERS
GROUP LAUNCHES
LEGAL WAR WITH ITSELF

By CHRIS COUNTS

A MEETING of the Los Tulares Homeowners
Association last month nearly erupted into fisticuffs —
resulting in a visit from a Monterey County Sheriff’s deputy. 

Underlying the incident is a long-standing dispute within
the homeowner’s group that has now escalated into a lawsuit
and allegations of misuse of the association’s money.

The dispute occurred Dec. 2, 2008, at the Carmel Valley
Community Center. While nobody present agreed to be inter-
viewed about what happened, a report compiled by home-
owners association member Oliver Ray provides a few
details.


