
war ended, was top secret at the time, and many current
Peninsula residents have no idea it existed. The U.S. Army
manned four heavy guns at Point Pinos during World War II
in an effort to protect Monterey Bay — considered an ideal
setting for a Japanese invasion, with its gently sloping shore-
line and ready access to a major coastal highway.

Pine Cone publisher Paul Miller, who lives near the light-
house, said the owner of his home in the 1940s, Ruby
Botchford, wrote a letter to relatives bitterly complaining
about the artillery practice disrupting her life as the soldiers

tested their accuracy by firing shells into the bay.
“I can’t stand it anymore from the day and

night shelling. I would like to sell my house, but of
course nobody would buy it,” Botchford wrote,
according to Miller. 

“The lighthouse is such a peaceful setting and
we don’t want to unsettle that,” said Ken Hinshaw,
a member of the heritage society and the
Lighthouse Preservation Committee. “But we do
want to be true to history.”

Hinshaw said the heritage society would like to
obtain at least one but preferably four guns for the
lighthouse grounds.

In World War II, the guns were placed at Point
Pinos and manned by black soldiers with the 54th
Coast Artillery unit who in the day positioned
them along sand dunes west of the Lighthouse. At
night, the arms were tucked away. 

“This all-black Army unit with its tractor-
drawn French 155 mm guns put the teeth in the
local coastal defense network,” according to P.G.

Volume 95  No. 1 On the Internet: www.carmelpinecone.com

Y O U R S O U R C E F O R L O C A L N E W S ,  A R T S A N D O P I N I O N S I N C E 1 9 1 5

January 2-8, 2009

BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
CARMEL, CA

Permit  No. 149

By KELLY NIX

WHEN DEREK and Courtney Williams
went into the Ice Cream Shoppe on Lighthouse
Avenue in Pacific Grove in November, they
looked over the menu and prices, decided they
couldn’t afford waffle cones for themselves
and their 18-month-old daughter, and then they
left. 

That’s when they say things turned ugly. 
The Williamses, both sergeants in the Army

stationed at the Presidio, said that as they were
leaving the shop, owner Gary Ozuna said, “I
don’t want to serve the military anyway” and
other antimilitary rhetoric. 

They even claim he called them, “baby
killers.”

But Ozuna has a very different account of
what happened that day. “Those are all lies,” he
said, after reading a Monterey County Herald
report of the incident.

News that a Pacific Grove establishment
reportedly refused service to military person-
nel sparked a flurry of comments in letters to
editors and online message boards in the past
several weeks, including threats to boycott P.G.
businesses.

This week, the parties told The Pine Cone very different
accounts of what transpired that Veteran’s Day. 

Derek Williams, who served in Iraq from November
2006 to November 2007, said that as they were leaving the
shop, he heard Ozuna say he didn’t want to serve military
personnel. Derek then told his wife, who confronted the
shop owner.

“I turned around and said, ‘Excuse me, what did you say
to us?’” Courtney Williams said. “And he said, ‘I wasn’t
speaking to you, I was speaking to my customers.’”

“Semi-heated” words were then exchanged, the
Williamses said.

“I kind of went off on a tangent,” said Courtney
Williams, who is studying Arabic. “I said he [Ozuna] See DISPUTE page 20A

See BLISTER page 8A

See CANNONS page 17A
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Ice Cream Shoppe owner Gary Ozuna admits he argued with soldiers
who visited his store, but denied discriminating against military.

DLI sergeants, ice cream store owner
disagree about anti-military insults

County officials
admit red tag 
was a mistake

By CHRIS COUNTS

SINCE CLINT Eastwood bought the former Odello arti-
choke fields in 1995, he has undertaken numerous projects to
reduce the risk of flooding to the homes and businesses on
the other side of the Carmel River.

One of those projects — removal of a large mound of dirt
and debris left over from construction projects in downtown
Monterey — was red-tagged by the county planning depart-
ment last week. 

But the red-tag was lifted Monday after county planning
officials said they made a mistake.

Alan Williams, president of the Carmel Development
Company, which is handling the project for Eastwood, said
he was simply — and legally — trying reduce the risk of
flooding in a nearby residential neighborhood by eliminating
the hazardous “blister” of dirt and debris when he was issued
a code violation Dec. 21 for work allegedly done outside “of
the scope” of an active grading permit. Specifically, the vio-
lation pertained to lining the bed of a proposed dirt road with
chunks of concrete reclaimed from the blister, much of which
has already been removed.

Albert Salvador, a management specialist for the
Monterey County Building Services Department, confirmed
the red tag was lifted Dec. 29.

P..G. Lighthouse may get World War II-era guns
By KELLY NIX

THE PACIFIC Grove Lighthouse could soon be restored
to its World War II status as an armed bastion of national
defense.

The Heritage Society of Pacific Grove is taking steps to
locate and display 155 mm guns on the lighthouse grounds to
honor their vital role in deterring a Japanese invasion of
California.

The emplacement, which was in place from 1941 until the
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After a February 1998 storm, a “blister” of construction debris
on the former Odello artichoke fields (arrow) impeded the
diversion of floodwaters away from the other side of the
Carmel River. The blister is now being removed.

wouldn’t have his freedom if it wasn’t for my husband. It
kind of hit a soft spot in me.”

At some point during the exchange, the couple said
Ozuna included their daughter in the argument.

“He said we were baby killers and murderers,” Derek
Williams recalled. “And that we were raising the next gen-
eration of killers.”

“I couldn’t believe this guy was attacking us in broad
daylight in front of customers,” Courtney Williams said.

A different account
Ozuna tells a very different story.

Family frustrated at delays
in crosswalk-killing trial

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE MAN charged with misdemeanor vehicular
manslaughter for killing a pedestrian in downtown Carmel
more than a year ago has yet to be tried for the crime, and the
victim’s family is weary of the delays. George Gamboa is
accused of striking Rebecca Tarumoto with his Dodge Ram
as she walked through a Junipero Street crosswalk on Ocean
Avenue in October 2007. She was airlifted to a trauma center
and died several days later.

Following an investigation — with which Gamboa coop-
erated, according to Carmel police — charges were formally
filed in Monterey County Superior Court in March. Gamboa
entered his not-guilty plea in April, and attorneys held five
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They were considered top secret and aren’t shown in any known photos,
but heavy guns were deployed next to the Pacific Grove Lighthouse dur-
ing World War II (above) to help repel a possible Japanese invasion.


