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Last week’s rains were lightweight by Big Sur standards and fun for the kids, but with many hillsides stripped bare of ero-
sion-controlling vegetation by recent wildfires, the storm also wreaked considerable havoc. Rivers and streams swelled with
mud and debris — invading the front yard and porch of a home in the Big Sur Valley (above right) and forcing election
officials to move voting booths Tuesday from the Grange Hall to the Big Sur Lodge. Meanwhile, plugged culverts and falling
rocks led to temporary closures and delays along Highway 1. More rain is expected Saturday.
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Bates airlifted to special hospital in L.A. 
By KELLY NIX

AFTER FOUR months of battling a chest infection that
kept him bedridden in an intensive care unit, Carmel artist
Bill Bates was transferred this week to a Los Angeles hospi-
tal for specialized treatment.

Since experiencing a heart attack in July, Bates had been
at Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula trying to
recover from a staph infection that made it difficult to
breathe.

Having shown little improvement over the past few
months, doctors decided Bates, 78, would be better off at
Barlow Respiratory Hospital in Los Angeles, a facility that
focuses on helping patients breathe easier. 

“We are keeping our fingers crossed this is going to
work,” said Bates’ friend, David Loye. “If there is any possi-

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE STANFORD business student whose car went off
Hurricane Point, killing himself and his two passengers Oct.
10, had used marijuana, accord-
ing to toxicology results
released by California Highway
Patrol public information offi-
cer Jim Covello Wednesday. 

But the presence of cannabis
in the driver does not necessari-
ly mean he was high at the time
of the wreck, since the drug is
traceable in the body for up to a
month after its use.

“Toxicology came back neg-
ative for alcohol but positive for
marijuana,” he said of the driver,

MARIJUANA FOUND IN

DRIVER IN TRIPLE FATAL

By MARY BROWNFIELD

PLANNING COMMISSIONERS erred in believing
state laws encouraging affordable housing required them to
approve John Mandurrago’s proposal to tear down a former
bank building and replace it with five condos, two low-rent
apartments, a dual-level underground parking garage and
ground-floor retail space, the Carmel City Council decided
Tuesday. 

As a result, the project — which has been mired in the
planning process for more than seven years — will probably
return to the commission for review, planner Brian Roseth
told The Pine Cone after the meeting.

Since September 2001, the proposal has undergone an
environmental impact report, a revised EIR and three appeals
to the city council, in addition to multiple hearings before the
historic resources board and the planning commission. 

Council overturns bank
demolition approval

■ ‘Welcome to Hell,’ says victims’ friend

By CASEY MILLER

AS HE was required to in a case of murder with
special circumstances, Monterey County Superior Court
Judge Steven Sillman sentenced John Kenney to life in
prison without the possibility of parole on Monday.

Kenney was convicted Sept. 17 of gunning down his
neighbors, Mel and Elizabeth Grimes, after a long-run-
ning dispute over a shared driveway.

Before the sentence was pronounced, friends, family
and colleagues of the victims stood before the court to
share their feelings on the case, many of them barely

Life sentence, no
parole for Kenney

Chris Sahm

By CHRIS COUNTS

SUPPORTERS AND opponents of Carmel Valley’s pro-
posed incorporation will have what may be their last oppor-
tunity to sound off on the issue at a public hearing when the
Monterey County Local Agency Formation Commission
meets Tuesday, Nov. 25, in Salinas. 

“At the conclusion of the hearing, the commission will
take action to approve or disapprove the incorporation pro-
posal,” explained Kate McKenna, executive officer of
LAFCO. “If approved, we’ll request that the board of super-
visors schedule an election.”

While the next scheduled opportunity for the issue to go
on the ballot is November 2009, McKenna confirmed that
incorporation supporters are negotiating with the county to
schedule a special election in June 2009.

According to 5th District Supervisor Dave Potter’s aide,
Kathleen Lee, the new town would pay for the special elec-
tion — which would cost an estimated $150,000 — if voters

Decision near on
C.V. incorporation

bility of making it, this is the time.”
According to its website, Barlow “treats patients with crit-

ical care needs that require longer hospital stays and special-
ized, expert care.” The site advertises it is “internationally
recognized for its success rate weaning patients from ventila-
tors,” which Bates was hooked up to most of the time he was
at CHOMP.

On Monday morning, Bates was flown via air ambulance
to Los Angeles accompanied by a doctor, according to
Dennis Renault, Bates’ friend and a retired Sacramento Bee
political cartoonist who lives in Monterey.

Bates’ wife, Lei Lei, drove to Los Angeles and will stay
there with a friend’s parents, Renault said.

Before Bates left CHOMP, Loye visited him and said
goodbye to his old friend. Loye said he will likely not visit
Bates in Los Angeles since it’s difficult for him to travel.

Father Arthur
Poulin’s meticulously
painted landscapes
will be featured in
a fundraising exhib-
it opening Saturday
at the New
Camaldoli
Hermitage in Big
Sur. See the story
on page 16A.

A monk’s fine touch


