
According to CHP public information officer Jim
Covello, 29-year-old Long Island, N.Y., resident Christopher
Sahm, 23-year-old Micah Springer from Columbus, Ohio,
and 28-year-old Raleigh, N.C., resident Viet Quoc Nguyen
were heading south in Sahm’s 2005 Jeep Cherokee the night
of Oct. 10.

The accident came to light Saturday morning after class-
mates reported the men — MBA students in the prestigious
university’s business school — had failed to arrive at a gath-
ering in Big Sur Friday night, according to the Stanford News
Service.

A California Highway Patrol helicopter located the
wreckage, and the sheriff’s search and rescue team recovered

the bodies. The vehicle has
not yet been removed.

Covello does not know
what caused the Jeep to veer
off the highway, cross the
dirt and careen over the side
of the road to land on the
rocks near the surf line some
600 feet below.

“All we have are tire fric-
tion marks in the dirt and
beyond the dirt berm, and
track marks through brush,
and then evidence the vehi-
cle rolled at least twice on
the way down,” he said.
“There was debris all the
way, though the majority of
it is down on the rocks at the
edge of the ocean.”

No skid marks were
found on the highway, and
it’s unknown whether alco-
hol or drugs played a part.
Toxicology results will not
be available from the coro-
ner’s office for at least a
week, according to Covello.

“As we all know, it’s a
very unforgiving roadway at
times,” he said.

At least 13 people have

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A PAROLEE and a
woman wanted on a felony
warrant were arrested early
Monday morning following
a brief chase through
Carmel. Police alleged the
pair committed several bur-
glaries and thefts in Carmel,
Carmel Valley and Salinas.

At about 4:30 a.m. Oct.
13, Carmel P.D. officer Jeff
Watkins noticed an unfamil-
iar truck in the area of
Casanova and 13th and tried
to catch up with it, according
to officer Chris Johnson.

“We know most of our
newspaper delivery guys,”
he explained, so an unfamil-
iar vehicle in town at an odd
hour tends to get officers’
attention.

When Watkins attempted
to get close, the gray Dodge
pickup truck took off, reck-
lessly running a couple of
stop signs. The driver finally
pulled over on Lasuen Road
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Three young men
died when a
2005 Jeep 
driven by Chris
Sahm left the
highway and
plunged off
Hurricane Point
(left), which is 
just south of
Bixby Creek. A
CHP spokesman
said the cause 
is unknown.
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Stanford students in fatal Big Sur crash

Ex-cons suspected in
string of break-ins, thefts

■ Drove off Hurricane Point — 
no skid marks on road 

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THREE STANFORD graduate students on their way to
meet schoolmates in Big Sur last Friday died when their Jeep
plummeted off a cliff on Hurricane Point sometime that
night. No witnesses have come forward, leaving the
California Highway Patrol without much information about
how the fatal wreck transpired.

Mayoral race in
P.G. heats up
■ Incumbent doesn’t like write-in 
challenge from retired veterinarian

By KELLY NIX

PACIFIC GROVE Mayor Dan Cort this week blasted a
last-minute write-in campaign by a longtime city resident to
run against him in the Nov. 4 election.

Ted Hollister, who has lived in Pacific Grove for 49 years,
announced himself last week as a write-in candidate for
mayor, which makes him Cort’s only competition.

“I’ve been overwhelmed with the response,” Hollister told
The Pine Cone. “Honestly, it’s very humbling to see all the
support.”

But Cort accused Hollister, 77, of not attending a city
council meeting in years and questioned the former veteri-
narian’s motivation for seeking the job.

“We have serious problems facing this city, and if you
haven’t been at a city council meeting in four or five years,
then really you have no business inserting yourself into
something as important as serving on the council,” Cort said. 

Because Hollister missed the Aug. 8 deadline to declare
his candidacy, his name will not appear on the Nov. 4 ballot
and voters will be required to write in his name to cast their
vote.

Hollister said he decided to run for mayor when the P.G.
and Monterey city councils approved a consolidation of their
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By MARY BROWNFIELD

STICKY-FINGERED THIEVES walked out of an
Ocean Avenue jewelers with $142,800 worth of merchan-
dise Oct. 5, and officers have not identified the three peo-
ple who pulled off the heist.

“One distracted the sales clerk while the other two
were milling about in the store,” said Sgt. Mel Mukai.

The perpetrator then reached over the display case,
forced open the sliding glass door at the rear, reached in
and grabbed a handful of expensive jewels.

“Then they left shortly thereafter, unbeknownst to the
sales associate who was working,” Mukai said. The
employee at B&G Estate Jewelers noticed the items were
missing and called police late that afternoon.

The store owner told police the burglars took five very

$143K JEWELRY HEIST

FROM DOWNTOWN STORE

Wife sues hospital after
chicken pox kills husband

By KELLY NIX

THE FAMILY of a 51-year-old man who reportedly
died of chicken pox early this year after being misdiag-
nosed is suing a Salinas hospital and several doctors who
treated him.

Lynn Oswalt, the wife of Grant Oswalt, who died Jan.
11, filed a lawsuit in Monterey County Superior Court
Sept. 25 seeking damages from Salinas Valley Memorial
Healthcare System, two doctors and a physician’s assistant
in the wrongful death claim.

“It’s very tragic,” said Oswalt’s Los Angeles attorney,
Marsha E. Barr-Fernandez. “He left a 12-year-old son and
a wife behind. We allege it didn’t have to happen.”

The suit contends that the medical professionals failed
to recognize Oswalt had the disease, Barr-Fernandez said.


