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By KELLY NIX

THE SIERRA Club and the Carmel River Steelhead
Association have threatened to sue California American
Water Co. for alleged violations of the Endangered Species
Act over the harm the company has done to the river’s steel-
head fish population.

A March 14 letter from the environmental groups’ attor-
ney to the state water board threatens to sue Cal Am after 60
days if the water company doesn’t take steps to reduce pump-
ing from the Carmel River and other measures to minimize
the harm to the steelhead.

“Cal Am has been operating, and continues to operate, its
diversions and dam facilities in a manner that is likely to
result in the unlawful taking of steelhead,” according to the
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Draped in leis, victorious Mayor Sue McCloud (left) and council members Karen
Sharp and Ken Talmage pause on the steps of Carmel City Hall with fellow council
members Gerard Rose and Paula Hazdovac after taking the oath of office Tuesday.
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Especially in light of last month’s double drowning at scenic but dangerous
Monastery Beach, California State Park officials hope visitors will heed the
warnings well illustrated by this new sign, which was recently approved and
may be installed by this weekend, according to Monterey sector superintendent
Dana Jones. “I have a stack of them sitting in the office,” she said. The signs
arrived Wednesday and will be placed on existing posts until officials deter-
mine the best location for them. “We’re also talking about putting split rail fenc-
ing along the parking area to try to direct people onto the beach where the
signs are.”

Democrats to contest election results

Victorious incumbents sworn in
By MARY BROWNFIELD

DESPITE A local Democratic
Party official’s plans to challenge the
April 8 Carmel municipal election
results, the three victorious candidates
— Mayor Sue McCloud and council
members Karen Sharp and Ken
Talmage — were sworn in at city hall
Tuesday afternoon.

In its first order of business, before
the winners took the oath of office, the
council unanimously voted to certify
the results of the election, which gave
Talmage and Sharp a narrow victory
over challenger Michael LePage. 

No members of the public spoke up

question the validity of the election or
suggested the council delay its pro-
ceedings.

After solemnly swearing to “support
and defend the Constitution of the
United States and the Constitution of
the State of California against all ene-
mies, foreign and domestic,” each can-
didate received a Certificate of
Election, was adorned with an aromat-
ic lei and shared a few words with fam-
ily, friends and onlookers assembled at
city hall.

Sharp said she savored the opportu-
nity to learn so much during the cam-

■ Challenger who lost says
he will stay out of fray

By MARY BROWNFIELD

AS THE Monterey County
Democratic Central Committee pre-
pares to challenge the results of
Carmel’s April 8 municipal election, the
man it says should have won is staying
out of the fight. 

Michael LePage, who lost his bid for
city council by 22 votes according to
election results certified by Monterey
County Registrar of Voters Linda Tulett
last week, said he’s instead focusing on
2010.

“I’m going to run again,” LePage
pledged the day after the victorious
incumbents, Mayor Sue McCloud and
council members Ken Talmage and
Karen Sharp began their new terms. “I
feel I did really well and had a good
result.” Next time, he said, he’ll have an
even stronger showing.

In the meantime, he intends to stay
involved in matters at city hall, includ-
ing continuing to serve on the city’s
design review board, of which he’s been
a member for six years.

While LePage is willing to let the
results of last week’s election stand, he
also believes the error on the ballot   —
which instructed voters to “Vote for
two,” while it should have said, “Vote for
no more than two” — hurt his chances. 

The Democratic Central Committee
pointed out the error a few weeks before
Election Day, and the city promptly
issued a correction to advise voters of
the proper wording, though about half
the total 1,044 absentee ballots cast had
already been submitted.

LePage said he was struck by the sig-
nificance of the problem while cam-

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS
SAY THEY’LL SUE OVER
STEELHEAD LOSSES

Judicial candidates agree:
gangs are biggest problem

By KELLY NIX

ELECTING SUPERIOR court judges is something vot-
ers do all the time. 

But usually they’re only given the opportunity to reelect
judges who were first appointed by the governor. Because
incumbents have an advantage, judicial races don’t draw
much interest.  

On June 3, however, there will be serious competition
among four candidates to replace Stephen Sillman, who
retired last week after 25 years on the Monterey County

Will it be scary enough?P.G. hopes 
scavenger hunt
will lure shoppers

By KELLY NIX

TO HELP revive a struggling
downtown Pacific Grove, some busi-
ness owners have come up with a
unique idea they’re hoping will draw
customers.

Friday night, more than 50 busi-
nesses on and around Lighthouse
Avenue will take part in the city’s,
and perhaps the county’s, first-ever
public scavenger hunt, billed as a
“Scavenger Hunt with a Twist.”

“It’s a great way for people to get
to know downtown P.G. while having
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