
By CHRIS COUNTS

AS FAR as bodies of water go, the future Hastings
Pond will probably end up looking like a muddy puddle. But
for researchers — and at least two varieties of amphibians —
a proposed seasonal pond at Hastings Reserve in Upper
Carmel Valley opens up a virtual ocean of possibilities.

Researchers at Hastings Reserve — a biological field sta-
tion affiliated with the University of California — are fasci-
nated by newts and salamanders. Located along Carmel
Valley Road about 26 miles southeast of Carmel, the reserve
has long been home to a healthy population of California
newts and California tiger salamanders. But the reserve
lacks a seasonal pond, which is a necessary component for
newts and salamanders to complete their life cycles. 

■ Only the dog was home

By MARY BROWNFIELD

IT’S AN unfortunately common occurrence on the
Monterey Peninsula during severe winter storms. But despite
the lack of rain or wind on crisp and clear Wednesday morn-
ing, a huge pine tree crashed onto a home on San Juan Road.

Fortunately, only George and Christine Schmieg’s dog was
home at the time, and a neighbor took the scared pup in until
the human residents returned, according
to Cal Fire Battalion Chief Buddy
Bloxham.

Workers in the neighborhood who
either heard or saw the tree fall called the
fire department a few minutes before
noon March 12. The crew on an engine
from Cypress Fire Protection District’s
Carmel Hill station arrived a few minutes
later to find the large pine had pulled up
at the roots, its thick trunk and large
limbs crashing onto much of the house
and splintering the roof.

Firefighters searched the premises to
ensure no one was trapped, shut off the
electricity and gas, taped off the resi-
dence to make sure nobody went inside,
and awaited the arrival of PG&E and a
Monterey County building official.

“There’s significant damage,”
Bloxham reported at the scene.

Inside, insulation and ceiling timbers
had rained onto the floor in several
rooms.

A short while later, the building
inspector got to the house, spoke with the

met Fischer after
coming to work for
the city 23 years
ago.

“This was back
in the days when
police officers lived
in town,” Eastwood
said. “They knew
everybody, and it
was a nice time.”

On patrol
Retired Carmel

Police Chief Don
Fuselier, who
joined the depart-
ment in 1972,
remembered work-
ing with Fischer,
then a lieutenant
and training officer,
during the 7 p.m.-
to-3 a.m. shift.

“You would ride with the lieutenant until they would
trust you with your own police car,” Fuselier said. “Bob
was the one who taught me what old Carmel was all
about.”

Oh, boy!
Dead

jellyfish!

Conductor’s praise:
‘Nobody does 

the piece better’

Citizen of 
the Year named

— INSIDE THIS WEEK

Volume 94  No. 11 On the Internet: www.carmelpinecone.com

Y O U R S O U R C E F O R L O C A L N E W S ,  A R T S A N D O P I N I O N S I N C E 1 9 1 5

March 14-20, 2008

BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
CARMEL, CA

Permit  No. 149

By MARY BROWNFIELD

BOB FISCHER — who worked for Carmel Police
Department for 31 years, served three terms on the city
council and hailed from a bygone era in Carmel — died
early Monday morning of emphysema. He was 81.

His legion of friends, family and longtime admirers
described Fischer, whose real first name was Francis, as
larger than life, funny, gruff, congenial and just.

“He was a very likable guy and a regular straight-shoot-
er, and it was a real privilege to serve with him on the coun-
cil,” said former Mayor Clint Eastwood, who swept the
1986 municipal elections with Fischer and another council
candidate, Elinor Laiolo. “He was a great asset to the com-
munity, and he’ll be sadly missed.”

Born in San Francisco on Dec. 19, 1926, with twin
brother Eddie, Fischer arrived on the Monterey Peninsula
when he was 6, following his parents’ divorce. With his
fisherman father, he grew up working on their purse seiner,
the Thelma K. He joined the Merchant Marines and served
in the South Pacific, and then signed on with the Army to
fight in Europe during World War II. He moved to Carmel
in 1949.

“And in 1953 or so, Chief Clyde Klaumann asked him to
go to work,” said Fischer’s daughter, Kathee McFarland,
who lives in Monterey. “And he kind of dragged his broth-
er into it.” He attended Monterey Peninsula College and,
later, the FBI Academy at Quantico, Va.

“He and his brother were the backbone of the P.D. for a
long time,” said former building official Tim Meroney, who See ASSEMBLY page 12ASee FISCHER page 14A
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If you want to get up close and personal with newts, you’d bet-
ter have a pond to share, researchers say.
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Bob Fischer in the 1970s.
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The giant Monterey pine that fell on a home this week did so without the help of
wind. While the damage was significant, nobody was injured. Not even the dog. 

Candidates scramble
to take Laird’s seat

By KELLY NIX

A LONGTIME attorney and activist, and a Carmel chi-
ropractor are the two Monterey Peninsula candidates who
will square off against a former Santa Cruz mayor and a San
Lorenzo businesswoman in the Democratic primary for the
27th Assembly District seat in June.

The four Democratic Party candidates want to secure the
spot held by Assemblyman
John Laird, who will leave
office this year because of
term limits. He could have
stayed in Sacramento another
six years if Proposition 93
had been approved in
February.

Chiropractor Stephen
Barkalow and attorney Bill
Monning, both Peninsula res-
idents, will be on the June
ballot. The Assembly seat is
also sought by former Santa
Cruz Mayor Emily Reilly and former San Lorenzo School
Board member Barbara Sprenger.

Libertarian Mark Hinkle and Republican Robert Murray,
candidates from Santa Clara County, will be in their respec-
tive parties’ primaries.

Among the questions The Pine Cone asked the
Democratic candidates was what they would do to help solve

Fair-weather pine smashes through roofNewts, salamanders
to get new C.V. digs

owners, who had returned in the meantime, and issued a yel-
low tag, according to Cal Fire Capt. Carlos Aguilera.

“They can go in and out to retrieve things, but they’re not
allowed to sleep over,” he explained. 

A representative of the Schmiegs’ insurance company was
also on the property by the time fire crews left.

“Luckily nobody got hurt, but I imagine it’s still a shock
to come back home and see that,” Aguilera said. “And for us
at the fire department, PG&E and the building department to
say, ‘You can’t live here,’ just creates more stress.”

Hard-nosed, beloved police officer, 81,   
was Eastwood ally on city council

See NEWT page 9A

Term limits
create a chance
to move up 
to the legislature


