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A thermal video of a mountain lion skulking around the base
of a tree in Carmel Valley has been posted on the Internet.
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Whirlwind effort makes
dying boy’s dream vacation a reality

kids laugh and loved playing with his buddies.” Practically
overnight, his left eye turned toward his nose, giving him
double vision, and a subsequent MRI revealed a 5-cen-
timeter tumor in his brain stem.

“Peter endured both radiation and chemotherapy last

Eerie mountain lion
footage livens up 
mouse research project

By CHRIS COUNTS

MONITORING A thermal imaging camera at the 2,000-
acre Hastings Reserve in Upper Carmel Valley is not exactly
a thrilling spectator sport. Located more than 30 feet above a
wooded area along Robertson Creek, the device usually just

Thieves break through wall to steal $$$ wine
By MARY BROWNFIELD

WINE-SAVVY BURGLARS committed a heist at The
Cheese Shop in Carmel Plaza early last Sunday morning, cut-
ting a hole through the store’s back wall and making off with
more than $15,000 in rare vintages.

According to Carmel Police Sgt. Mel Mukai, the suspects
broke into the shop on the lower level of the shopping center
by cutting through sheetrock from a service hallway that con-
nects several stores. Although the Plaza’s alarm system was
turned off, motion sensors recorded activity in the hallway
between 4:56 a.m. and 5:16 a.m. Feb. 10.

The thieves first cut a small, triangular hole in the wall,
perhaps to insert a probe to determine the best spot to make
access, and then cut away another section of sheetrock large
enough to fit through, according to Mukai.

Inside the shop, which has a cheese counter at the front
and wine, including a small bar for tasting, at the rear, they
found their targets.

“They were very selective about what wines they took.
They were higher end and more exclusive,” Mukai said. The
burglars stole 47 bottles worth a combined $15,914, includ-
ing multiple vintages of highly sought after Napa Valley
wines produced by Bond Estates, Dalla Valle Vineyards,
Harlan Estate and Peter Michael Winery. They swiped five
bottles of cult wine Screaming Eagle valued at $4,475 total
and a 6-liter bottle of Silver Oak, another Napa Valley vin-
tage, worth $650.

“The employees initially didn’t notice anything when they
walked through the front door, until they reached the back
room and saw the damage and the various boxes that had
been strewn on the floor,” Mukai said.

Cheese shop owner Kent Torrey, who has operated the
business for more than 30 years and was preparing to open a

By MARY BROWNFIELD

MONTEREY PENINSULA residents
banded together to create an all-expense-
paid final week of fun for an 8-year-old
Texas boy expected to succumb soon to a
brain tumor. Peter Barr and his family
arrived in Carmel on Valentine’s Day for a
vacation that was cut short when his condi-
tion took a dramatic turn for the worse,
necessitating a rushed flight home.

Del Mesa Carmel resident Terri
Brazinsky — who organized the effort to
successfully solicit about $3,000 in goods
and services, and an equal amount of cash
— said several dozen generous donors made
the family’s final trip together more memo-
rable and love-filled than she had ever imag-
ined.

“The true story has become how this
community pulled together in 12 days to
make this possible,” she said Wednesday.
“It’s a love story about the Monterey
Peninsula that happened on Valentine’s
Day.”

Brazinsky first learned about Peter, who was diagnosed
with an inoperable brain tumor in December 2006 shortly
before his 7th birthday, from neighbors Phyllis Kurtz and
her husband, Bob, the little boy’s second cousin. According
to Brazinsky, the “diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma” was
discovered after Peter “started withdrawing from being
what his dad called ‘an energetic charmer’ who made other
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Eight-year-old Peter Barr, who has a terminal brain tumor, wanted to see
otters — and he did, from behind the wheel of an Elkhorn Slough Safari
boat Sunday morning.

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE CITY’S building code practically insists on
wood windows, no matter how convincing a vinyl ver-
sion might appear from the street. Fake lawns, on the
other hand, might be OK.

The Carmel Planning Commission discussed a
Scenic Road resident’s application to install 140 square
feet of artificial turf in his front yard last week but
delayed deciding until its members could review a com-
plete landscape plan for the property.

Senior planner Sean Conroy recommended against
putting the lawn in the front yard not because it’s fake,
but because the city’s design guidelines say that “lawns
visible from the street are inappropriate to the forest set-

Scenic Road
house could get
fake lawn

sister store in Santa Barbara this week, said the thieves knew
what they were after.

“They targeted very rare, expensive wines,” he said. 

By CHRIS COUNTS

WITH AN estimated 30 million users a month and a
massive inventory that ranges from new jobs and used cars,
to old trinkets and contemporary dating arrangements,
Craigslist is a place where you can find just about anything.
But the appearance last week on the popular website of a
360-acre oceanfront Big Sur ranch — offered for $30 million
— came as a shock to some who believed the property had
been preserved as open space.

In 2003, the Big Sur Land Trust was given a one-sixteenth
interest in the ranch as a donation. Local media reports at the
time hailed the donation as an important first step in keeping
the property from being further developed.

But according to BSLT spokesperson Rachel Saunders,
the Carmel-based nonprofit couldn’t find a way to buy out
the other 19 parties who own a piece of the ranch.

“The bottom line is that it was financially out of reach,”
Saunders conceded.

Despite the fact the ranch is on the market, the BSLT has-
n’t given up hope the property will be preserved in its present
state.

“We are still open to working with existing and new
[property owners] to come up with a scenario that would pro-
tect the conservation values of the ranch,” she said.

The BSLT is specifically interested in preserving the
ranch’s historic character, its native maritime chaparral and
the views for passing motorists.

Located just south of the Rocky Point Restaurant and

FOR SALE ON

CRAIGSLIST: $30M
BIG SUR RANCH

See LAWN page 11A


