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By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE CARMEL surgeon who performed
Cambodia’s first total hip replacement and sco-
liosis surgeries last November will return to the
country in March to help train surgeons in the
hospital his father founded a dozen years ago.

In a nation with more than 30,000 untreated
cases of scoliosis, Gollogly treated a few with
severe curvature of the spine — 85 degrees —
by inserting screws and titanium rods, and fus-
ing the spine in the correct position.

He also undertook the first three complete
hip replacements conducted there.

“In Cambodia, if you break your hip by
crashing on a motorcycle or falling out of tree
as a child, it can be traumatic and painful for
the rest of your life,” he said.

On his recent trip, he also operated on a par-
tially paralyzed man in his 20s who was bedrid-
den after he broke his back in an accident.

“I was there 10 days, and it was a lot of
work. I was wiped out when I got home,” said
Gollogly, 36. “But it’s really fun, really rewarding.”

Accustomed to being in the United States and having
abundant resources at his fingertips, he was invigorated by
the challenges of “limitless pathology and limited
resources.”

The Children’s Surgical Centre — which Gollogly’s
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Dr. Sohrab Gollogly of Carmel performs Cambodia’s first total hip
replacement surgery with the assistance of the surgical team at the Phnom
Penh hospital founded by his father.

PHOTO/COURTESY MICHAEL LEPAGE

Michael LePage is running for city council. But his pug, Jeff, is
only campaigning for his next meal, LePage said.

An April 26, 2007, fire destroyed the home of RLS
headmaster Joe Wandke. Their insurance company says
a lighting company is to blame. 
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Surgeon shares his expertise with Cambodia

father, an orthopedic surgeon, founded in 1995 and still
runs — “aims to improve the quality of life for disabled
poor people by providing rehabilitation surgery and gener-
al rehabilitation programs.” It provides facial reconstruc-

INSURANCE COMPANY LAWSUIT SEEKS $2 MILLION

FOR RLS PRESIDENT’S BURNED HOME

Water cutback order:

SUPE SAYS IT MAY
BE IMPOSSIBLE
TO COMPLY

By KELLY NIX

A WEEK after California American Water Co. was
informed it would be ordered to drastically reduce pumping
from the Carmel River — long before a new water project
will be brought online — a county supervisor said the order
might be impossible to fulfill and he plans to meet with a
state assemblyman and others to address the urgent situation.

“It’s extremely harsh, and the impact is going to be signif-
icant,” said 5th District Supervisor Dave Potter. “And I ques-
tion whether the order is even attainable by this community.”

On Jan. 15, the State Water Resources Control Board
issued a draft cease and desist order requiring Cal Am to
reduce river pumping by 50 percent within six years. 

Without a new water supply — which is in the permit
process but still has a very long way to go — the order would
mean drastic conservation efforts for Peninsula residents,
who have already saved more water than most in the state. 

Potter, who also called the order “poorly timed,” said he
planned to meet with Assemblyman John Laird about it.

By KELLY NIX

THE INSURANCE company for Robert Louis Stevenson
School is suing a lighting manufacturer and two local stores, claim-
ing they’re liable for a fire that destroyed the Pebble Beach home
of high school’s headmaster last spring.

The lawsuit, filed Jan. 16, seeks more than $2 million for the
value of RLS president Joseph Wandke’s Forest Lake Road house,
which was gutted April 26, 2007.

“The fire,” according to the suit, “started as a result of a negli-
gently maintained and/or defective accent light, which was located
at the base of a plant.”

The suit, filed by Hartford Casualty Insurance Company, targets
The Home Lighter in P.G., Design One Environments in Seaside
and light manufacturer Cal Lighting in Ontario.

Some homeowners pay
$2,000 a month for H2O

By KELLY NIX

WITH DRASTIC water cuts looming, the Monterey
Peninsula’s biggest water users are getting personal phone
calls from California American Water Co. reminding them
they’re using too much water. And a knock on the door might
not be too far off.

This week, Cal Am began calling 240 residential cus-
tomers who used 23 units of water (17,200 gallons) or more
in January, said Catherine Bowie, Cal Am’s community rela-
tions manager.

“When we have an entire community at risk for drastic
changes in lifestyle and the potential for significant fines and
rate increases,” Bowie said, “there is just no excuse for water
waste.” 

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE MONTEREY Peninsula Regional Park District
and a group of local residents called the Friends of the
Carmel River Trail are suing a Carmel Valley property
owner who put a gate across a trail that once provided hik-
ers and equestrians access through his land to Garland
Ranch Regional Park.

The lawsuit — filed Jan. 15 in Monterey County
Superior Court — contends the public possesses an
“implied dedication” easement across property owned by

Property owner sued
over C.V. park accessBy MARY BROWNFIELD

A LONGTIME resident and six-year member of the
design review board wants a spot on the Carmel City
Council. Contractor Michael LePage, who has owned his
business on the Monterey Peninsula for 30 years, hopes to
beat councilman Ken Talmage or councilwoman Karen Sharp
on election day. April 8 will also mark the first opportunity
for Talmage and Sharp, who were appointed to the council
during the last term, to get to the dais via popular vote.

Serving on the DRB, which oversees building projects
and other issues in town, sparked LePage’s desire to be
involved in city politics.

“I have become more interested in the process and want to
take these things I’ve learned on the DRB and put them to

City council challenger touts experience, fairness
See FIRE page 9A


